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CHARACTERISTICS  OF THE LANGUAGE OF 

COMMUNICATION AND JO URNALISM. POLYSEMIA  
 

Alexandra IORGULESCU1, 

Mihaela MARCU 2 

1,2Associate Professor, PhD, University of Craiova 

 ancaiorgulescu@yahoo.com 

mihaela_marcu2007@yahoo.com 

 

 Abstract:  
 Our article is part of a series of steps aimed at analyzing the terminology 

of communication and journalism. Going into the category of social sciences, 

particularly by developers their after 90s, communication and journalism outline 

their specific language, whose research reveals, in addition to specific features of 

a given subject area, and some aspects more special, belonging usually to 

nomenclatures with a long tradition, such as medical, linguistic, legal etc. We 

refer here to polysemics terms of communication and journalism, seen as a source 

of dynamic semantics, the direction of interest in the development of specialized 

words, translated by adding new meanings in specific languages. 

 Key-words: terminology, evolution, polysemics 

 

 0.1. Cercetarea terminologiilor din diverse domenii constituie cuprinsul 

unor numeroase studii de specialitate, cŁci interesul dezvoltat ´n aceastŁ direcἪie 

de lingviἨti se justificŁ prin faptul cŁ descrierea limbajelor de specialitate ridicŁ 

un alt tip de probleme dec©t limba comunŁ. ,,Fiind ´n principiu, domenii ´nchise, 

inaccesibile specialiἨtilor, abordarea lor constituie o altŁ perspectivŁ de apreciere 

a dinamicii vocabularuluiò (ForŁscu 2007 617). 

 Caracterizate prin monorefenἪialitate Ἠi uniformizare, terminologiile 

specifice diferitelor ἨtiinἪe aduc ´n prim-planul cercetŁrilor un aspect bizar, 

oarecum necaracteristic, anume polisemia. Putem afirma cŁ, ´n realitate, existŁ 

douŁ niveluri posibile de analizŁ a termenilor de specialitate: unul de suprafaἪŁ, 

viz©nd ´mprumuturile din diferite limbi moderne sau din latinŁ, uἨor 

identificabile Ἠi evaluabile, ´n aceastŁ categorie ´ncadr©ndu-se termeni neechivoci 

Ἠi monosemantici. Al doilea nivel, cu o structurŁ mai profundŁ, cuprinde 

elemente av©nd ca particularitate polisemia, o sursŁ de ambiguitate, consideratŁ, 

´n principiu, drept o condiἪie restrictivŁ ´n limbajele de specialitate. 

 0.2. Polisemia este definitŁ ´n Micul dicѿionar de terminologie lingvisticŁ 

semnat de Gheorghe Constantinescu-Dobridor drept ,,´nsuἨirea unui cuv©nt de a 

evoca mai multe sensuri; stare a unui cuv©nt care are capacitatea de a indica fie 

mai multe caracteristici semantice (seme), fie caracteristica semanticŁ comunŁ 

(sensul) a mai multor obiecteò (p.323). AἨadar, polisemia este un factor important 

de generare a unor noi sensuri Ἠi sprijinŁ una dintre cele mai ´nsemnate modalitŁἪi 

de manifestare a vocabularului, anume dinamica acestuia. 

mailto:ancaiorgulescu@yahoo.com
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 0.3. Intr©nd ´n categoria ἨtiinἪelor sociale, ´ndeosebi prin dezvoltarea lor 

dupŁ anii 90, comunicarea Ἠi jurnalismul ´Ἠi contureazŁ terminologii specifice, a 

cŁror cercetare scoate la ivealŁ, pe l©ngŁ caracteristicile specifice unui domeniu 

ἨtiinἪific, Ἠi unele aspecte mai speciale, aparἪin©nd, de regulŁ, unor limbaje de 

specialitate cu o tradiἪie ´ndelungatŁ, cum ar fi cele medicale, lingvistice, juridice 

etc. Ne referim aici la polisemia termenilor din domeniul comunicŁrii Ἠi 

jurnalismului, privitŁ ca sursŁ de dinamicŁ semanticŁ, ca o direcἪie de interes ´n 

evoluἪia cuvintelor specializate, tradusŁ prin adŁugarea de noi accepἪii la nivelul 

limbajului respectiv.  

 0.4. Contextul mutaἪiilor ἨtiinἪifice privite ´n diacronie, ca Ἠi contactul 

permanent dintre limbile diverselor terminologii au determinat imposibilitatea 

pŁstrŁrii monosemantismului termenilor de specialitate, privit ca un model de 

maximŁ simplitate. Nici specificul lexicului specializat din domeniul comunicŁrii 

Ἠi jurnalismului nu se reduce la caracterul denotativ al termenilor care-l compun, 

cŁci aceste cuvinte funcἪioneazŁ ´n sistemul general al limbii rom©ne, intrŁ ´n 

contact cu  alte semne lingvistice, au loc schimbŁri, evoluἪii semantice. 

 Pe baza materialului, care constituie cuprinsul demersului nostru, vom 

urmŁri douŁ dintre direcἪiile de evoluἪie a terminologiei din domeniul 

comunicŁrii Ἠi jurnalismului: polisemia internŁ, ,,ce caracterizeazŁ termenii care 

dezvoltŁ sensuri suplimentare la nivelul acestor limbaje Ἠi polisemia externŁ care 

constŁ ´n migrarea termenilor de specialitate spre limba comunŁ, dezvolt©nd 

valori apropiate sau mai ´ndepŁrtate de sensul specializatò (ForŁscu 2007 618). 

 Termenii excerptaἪi au fost cercetaἪi pe baza dicἪionarelor: Florin Marcu 

ï Marele dicѿionar de neologisme (MDN), Ioan Oprea,  Carmen-Gabriela Pamfil,  

Rodica Radu, Victoria ZŁstroiu - Dicѿionarul universal al limbii rom©ne 

(DULR),  Ion Coteanu (coordonator) ï Dicѿionarul explicativ al limbii rom©ne 

(DEX), Cristian Florin Popescu - Dicѿionar explicativ de jurnalism, relaѿii 

publice ѽi publicitate (DEJRLP), Marian Petcu (coordonator) - Dicѿionar 

enciclopedic de comunicare ѽi termeni asociaѿi  (DECTA). 

 0.5. Potrivit materialului investigat, polisemia internŁ nu se bucurŁ de o 

reprezentare consistentŁ. De exemplu, editorial este ´nregistrat ´n dicἪionare cu 

douŁ sensuri: 1.care aparἪine editurii sau editŁrii (adj.); 2.articol de revistŁ, de 

ziar, care exprimŁ pŁrerea conducerii unei publicaἪii faἪŁ de o problemŁ 

importantŁ (subst.) (DEX, p.331, MDN, p.331; DULR, p.476). Ċn Dicѿionarul 

explicativ de jurnalism, relaѿii publice ѽi publicitate, termenul editorial apare cu 

urmŁtoarele sensuri: 1. cea mai importantŁ specie a jurnalismului de opinie. 

ExprimŁ atitudinea ziarului faἪŁ de realitatea politicŁ, economicŁ, socialŁ etc. 2. 

spaἪiu redacἪional; 3. politicŁ editorialŁ (p. 121). Dezvoltarea semanticŁ din acest 

ultim dicἪionar are ´n vedere doar forma substantivalŁ a cuv©ntului editorial care 

funcἪioneazŁ ca termen integrat domeniului jurnalistic. Deosebirile ´ntre 

accepἪiunile ´nregistrate sunt minime, iar termenul, frecvent utilizat ´n limba 

curentŁ, dovedeἨte capacitatea de a-Ἠi conserva sensurile specializate, fŁrŁ a 

dezvolta valori conotative.  
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 Ċntr-o situaἪie aproximativ asemŁnŁtoare se aflŁ interviu, care este 

´nregistrat ´n DEX cu douŁ sensuri absolut obligatorii ca acest gen jurnalistic sŁ-

Ἠi dovedeascŁ eficacitatea: 1. convorbire ´ntre o personalitate politicŁ, culturalŁ 

etc. Ἠi un ziarist, ´n cursul cŁreia ´i pune ´ntrebŁri spre a afla pŁrerile personalitŁἪii 

´n diverse probleme, ´n vederea publicŁrii lor ´n presŁ sau a difuzŁrii lor la radio 

Ἠi televiziune; 2. text al acestei convorbiri, apŁrut ´n presŁ Ἠi difuzat prin radio Ἠi 

televiziune (p. 501). AceleaἨi sensuri apar pentru termenul interviu ́ n Dicѿionarul 

universal al limbii rom©ne Ἠi ´n Marele dicѿionar de neologisme, dar este 

menἪionat totodatŁ Ἠi sensul din domeniul sociologiei: convorbire a unui 

anchetator cu persoanele supuse unei cercetŁri sociologice; convorbire ´ntre un 

angajator Ἠi un candidat la un loc de muncŁ. Aici vorbim despre o migrare de la 

o terminologie la alta, chiar adiacente fiind, o problemŁ care nu face obiectul 

demersului nostru, deoarece dezbaterile pe aceastŁ temŁ sunt multiple Ἠi ar depŁἨi 

economia lucrŁrii de faἪŁ. 

 Termenul interviu dovedeἨte cu claritate cŁ a dezvoltat sensuri care intrŁ 

´n sfera polisemiei interne, dupŁ cum este ´nregistrat ´n Dicѿionarul explicativ de 

jurnalism, relaѿii publice ѽi publicitate. Trei sunt perspectivele din care poate fi 

privit: 1.abordare genericŁ aparἪin©nd comunicŁrii (relaἪie interpersonalŁ ï relaἪie 

instituἪionalŁ) ´n care interviul reprezintŁ un instrument de lucru al managerului; 

2.abordare sociologicŁ ï ´n ocurenἪŁ, ancheta sociologicŁ Ἠi sondajul de opinie; 

3.´n jurnalism: a) tehnicŁ de colectare a informaἪiei; b) gen redacἪional; c) text ´n 

presa tipŁritŁ, ´n radio Ἠi televiziune, pentru acestea din urmŁ apar ´ncŁ douŁ 

variante: interviu ´n direct, interviu ´nregistrat (p.171).   

 Un alt exemplu ´l constituie format, ´nregistrat cu sensuri specializate din 

domeniul presei tipŁrite, radioului Ἠi televiziunii doar ´n Dicѿionarul explicativ 

de jurnalism, relaѿii publice ѽi publicitate: 1. ´n presa tipŁritŁ: dimensiunea 

ziarului; format mare vs. tabloid; 2. formatul postului de radio sau de televiziune, 

´n str©nsŁ legŁturŁ cu segmentul de public Ἢintit; 3. tip de script ´n televiziune; 4. 

tip de program; 5. formatul emisiunii, adicŁ structura ei. SurprinzŁtor, niciunul 

dintre dicἪionarele menἪionate ´n acest demers nu ´nregistreazŁ cuv©ntul format 

ca termen de specialitate ´n mass-media. AbsenἪa unor astfel de atestŁri ar avea 

ca explicaἪie faptul cŁ dicἪionarele nu pot surprinde toate manifestŁrile de 

evoluἪie Ἠi dinamism ale vocabularului limbii rom©ne. 

 0.6. Deschiderea termenilor de specialitate din domeniul comunicŁrii Ἠi al 

mass-mediei cŁtre polisemia externŁ este corelatŁ cu accesibilitatea Ἠi cu dinamica 

semanticŁ, tradusŁ prin migrarea termenilor dinspre zona monoreferenἪialŁ Ἠi 

monosemanticŁ spre limba comunŁ, unde, accidental, pot stabili relaἪii cu alἪi 

termeni, din alte domenii,  care Ἠi-au pierdut ´ncŁrcŁtura specializatŁ. 

 Termenul poate fi analizat din douŁ perspective: una intradomenialŁ, care 

constituie apanajul specialistului ´n domeniu Ἠi care fixeazŁ locul termenului-

concept ´n ierarhia terminologiei respective, ´nlŁtur©nd o serie de mecanisme de 

evoluἪie a acestuia, printre care Ἠi polisemia. Potrivit celei de-a doua perspective, 

extradomenialŁ, care caracterizeazŁ Ἠi acἪiunea noastrŁ, avem de-a face cu 
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termenul-lexem, care intrŁ ´n sfera unor variaἪii conceptual-semantice Ἠi 

contextuale, devenind polisemantic.    

 Un termen din domeniul relaἪiilor publice este atractivitate, consemnat ´n 

Dicѿionarul explicativ de jurnalism, relaѿii publice ѽi publicitate ca fiind unul 

dintre nivelele la care opereazŁ c©mpul comunicŁrii instituѿionale (p. 57). Prin 

deplasŁri semantice, termenul a alunecat ´nspre limbajul uzual, ´nregistr©nd 

valori conotative: ex: sŁ formuleze ´ntrebŁri corespunzŁtoare pentru a asigura 

materialului atractivitate (Ion GheἪie, Drumul, p. 95). 

 Provenit din zona jurnalismului de informare Ἠi a comunicŁrii de masŁ, 

termenul happening, al cŁrui sens specializat este de: 1.fapt-eveniment spontan sau 

planificat care ´ntrunind calitŁἪile Ἠtirii, este publicabil ï publicat. 2.formŁ de 

spectacol teatral ´n care publicul este chemat sŁ intervinŁ (DEJRLP, p.153), a 

cŁpŁtat o utilizare frecventŁ ´n limba comunŁ: Unii ´mi povestesc ce i-a impresionat 

´ndeosebi. Ċi impresioneazŁ mai ales ceea ce se numeѽte çhappeningè-urile, 

manifestŁrile-spectacol, care, de fapt, nici nu ѿin de artŁ Sc. 21 X 69 p. 4.; ĂĊn 

istoria teatrului, de la ´nceputuri, au existat nenumŁrate spectacole lipsite de un 

text iniѿial ѽi bazate ´n foarte mare mŁsurŁ pe improvizaѿie, dupŁ cum cunoaѽtem 

ѽi ´n zilele noastre forme ale teatrului ï happening-ul, de pildŁ ï ´n care 

spontaneitatea joacŁ rolul hotŁr©tor.ò Cont. 22 III 74 p. 4.; ĂFormŁ de 

manifestare artisticŁ, de comunicare interumanŁ sau de comportament socio-

cultural, happeningul a devenit un mod de viaѿŁ, ´nglob©nd spectacolul strŁzii, 

spectacolele de salŁ sau pur ѽi simplu ´n aer liber, ´n staѿiile de tramvaie, ´n 

parcuri, absolut pretutindeni unde ajung oamenii.ò Contr. 27 IX 91 p. 10; v. Ἠi 

Cont. 1 XI 74 p. 4, R.lit. 17/93 p. 16 (sursa ï Dicѿionarul de cuvinte recente, 2013). 

 Din categoria termenilor aparἪin©nd jurnalismului este ѽapou, preluat din 

limba francezŁ Ἠi ´nregistrat cu sensul specializat de element al titrŁrii ´n presa 

tipŁritŁ, care apare ´n texte mai lungi dec©t o filŁ ѽi jumŁtate; texte complexe 

(DEJRLP, p.379). Prin extindere, cuv©ntul este folosit ´n beletristicŁ, de exemplu: 

,,´i duceam exemplare pentru As, printre care unul antologic, la care trebuia sŁ 

aἨez un Ἠapou, Ἠi, pentru cŁ nu aveam altŁ soluἪie la ´ndem©nŁ, am ataἨat acel 

Ἠapou cu pionezeò(Sorin Stoica, Dincolo de frontiere, p.126). 

 0.7. Slaba reprezentare a  polisemiei ´n cazul terminologiei din domeniul 

comunicŁrii Ἠi jurnalismului ar avea ca primŁ justificare faptul cŁ aceste limbaje 

de specialitate s-au conturat t©rziu, dupŁ anii 90, c©nd Ἢara noastrŁ capŁtŁ un alt 

sens al evoluἪiei sale, cel al adevŁratei democraἪii. Din consultarea materialului 

de specialitate, am observat cŁ Ἠi ´n acest spaἪiu terminologic acἪioneazŁ douŁ 

tendinἪe opuse: pe de o parte, precizia ѽi univocitatea, reprezentate ´n special prin 

neologismele pŁtrunse ´n limba rom©nŁ cu forma originarŁ a etimonului, ´n 

special anglicisme; pe de altŁ parte, ambiguitatea, sursŁ generatoare de sensuri 

noi, mai puἪin ´nt©lnitŁ, chiar dacŁ este vorba despre un domeniu de larg interes 

pentru vorbitori (Domoviĺ, 2015) . 

 O altŁ explicaἪie a situaἪiei descrise anterior constŁ ´n existenἪa ´n plan 

lingvistic a mai multor nivele:  



13 

 I. termeni aparἪin©nd comunicŁrii, relaἪiilor publice Ἠi jurnalismului strict 

specializaἪi (exemplu: anchor = funcἪie redacἪionalŁ ´n radio Ἠi televiziune, 

prezentatorul radiojurnalului- tele jurnalului; cover editor = editor al paginii ´nt©i; 

dateline = element obligatoriu ´n textul de agenἪie transmis abonaἪilor, element 

care se aflŁ ´naintea textului propriu-zis); 

  II. termeni comuni cu alte terminologii (exemplu: strategie ï termen din 

domeniul militar, utilizat frecvent ´n marketingul politic, ca medotŁ ce permite 

definirea unei axe generale de comunicare din care rezultŁ mai multe teme ´n 

funcἪie de multitudinea Ἢintelor de atins; diagnostic, termen medical, preluat de 

marketingul politic, care raἪionalizeazŁ comunicarea: diagnosticul se bazeazŁ pe 

analiza datelor cantitative Ἠi pe elaborarea anchetelor calitative pentru a rŁspunde 

mai bine aἨteptŁrilor cetŁἪenilor; empatie, termen preluat din psihologie, este una 

dintre cele mai importante arme ale jurnalistului ´n interviu, este un indiciu al 

maturizŁrii ´n comunicare); 

  III. cuvinte care capŁtŁ sens specializat prin contextualizare (exemplu: 

derapaj mediatic, ´ncruciѽarea surselor, politicŁ editorialŁ, poziѿionarea 

produsului, poziѿionarea imaginii etc.); 

  IV. termeni proveniἪi din limba comunŁ care, datoritŁ utilizŁrii lor 

frecvente, ajung sŁ dezvolte accepἪiuni proprii ἨtiinἪelor comunicŁrii Ἠi mass-

mediei. Ċn aceastŁ situaἪie, sensul specializat este perceput ´n grade diferite de 

receptorul mesajului, ´n funcἪie de gradul de instrucἪie: (exemplu: manѽetŁ, 

´nregistrat ´n DEX, DULR, MDN cu sensurile:  partea de jos a m©necii unei 

cŁmŁἨi (bŁrbŁteἨti) sau a unei bluze; bandŁ (detaἨabilŁ) aplicatŁ ca garniturŁ la 

partea de jos a unei m©neci. Partea de jos (rŁsfr©ntŁ) a pantalonilor. PorἪiune de 

la ´nceputul unui ciorap tricotat, lucratŁ de obicei ca un elastic. 2. GarniturŁ de 

piele sau de cauciuc, ´n formŁ de inel sau de cilindru, care serveἨte 

la etanἨarea unor deschideri. Acestor sensuri li se adaugŁ Ἠi cele care transformŁ 

acest cuv©nt ´n termen de specialitate din domeniul jurnalismului: 1.titlu cu 

caractere aldine, imprimat pe prima paginŁ a unui ziar sau a unei publicaἪii 

periodice, care anunἪŁ o Ἠtire importantŁ; 2. text scurt folosit ca titlu generic 

pentru mai multe articole de ziar, cu o temŁ comunŁ). 

 08. DacŁ ´n limba comunŁ graniἪa dintre variatele domenii este estompatŁ, 

´n limbajele de specialitate apar scheme conceptuale proprii unei anumite ἨtiinἪe 

sau care se regŁsesc ´n mai multe domenii, fiind uneori dificilŁ stabilirea unei 

prime provenienἪe. AceastŁ ultimŁ remarcŁ devine o caracteristicŁ a limbajului 

de specialitate din domeniul comunicŁrii Ἠi jurnalismului, care, format mai t©rziu 

la noi dec©t alte terminologii, preferŁ ´mprumutarea unor termeni din englezŁ, 

francezŁ, latinŁ, fŁrŁ adaptarea lor la specificul limbii rom©ne sau ´Ἠi contureazŁ 

discursul specializat prin interdisciplinaritate. 

  

  

https://dexonline.ro/definitie/etansa


14 

References 

Constantinescu-Dobridor, Gheorghe. 1980. Mic dicѿionar de terminologie 

lingvisticŁ. BucureἨti: Editura Albatros. 

Coteanu, Ion (coord.). 1996 eds.2. Dicѿionarul explicativ al limbii rom©ne. 

BucureἨti: Editura Univers Enciclopedic. 

Dimitrescu, Florica (coord.). Ciolan, Alexandru. Lupu, Coman. 2013 eds.3. 

Dicѿionar de cuvinte recente. BucureἨti: Editura Logos.  

Domoviĺ, R. (2015). Methodology of information operation. National security 

and the future, 16(2-3), 95-120. 

ForŁscu, Narcisa. 2007. Polisemia termenilor medicali: Limba rom©nŁ, dinamica 

limbii, dinamica interpretŁrii, Actele celui de-al 7-lea colocviu al Catedrei 

de limba rom©nŁ (7-8 decembrie 2007). Bucureĸti: Editura UniversitŁἪii: 

617-623. 

Marcu, Florin. 2008. Marele dicѿionar de neologisme. BucureἨti: Editura 

Saeculum Vizual. 

Petcu, Marian (coord.). 2014. Dicѿionar enciclopedic de comunicare ѽi termeni 

adiacenѿi. BucureἨti: Editura C.H.Beck. 

Bogdan, Cristina, Fleury B®atrice, & Walter, Jacques (2015). Explorer 

lôintersection des dispositifs et des publics. In Bogdan, Cristina, Fleury 

B®atrice, & Walter, Jacques (Eds.) Patrimoine, cr®ation, culture. ê 

lôintersection des dispositifs et des publics. Paris: LôHarmattan. 

Popescu, Cristian Florin. 2002. Dicѿionar explicativ de jurnalism, relaѿii publice 

ѽi publicitate. BucureἨti: Editura Tritonic. 

Oprea, Ioan. Pamfil, Carmen-Gabriela. Radu, Rodica. ZŁstroiu Victoria. 2009 

eds.3. Noul dicѿionar universal al limbii rom©ne. BucureἨti: Editura Litera.  

 

 



15 

JOURNALISTIC PROXIMI TY ï FROM CRISIS TO 

TRANSITION  
 

Xenia NEGREA1,  

Dan Valeriu VOINEA 2 

1,2Assistant Professor, PhD, University of Craiova (Romania)  

 

Abstract 

In this article, we analyze the digital age of the local media, which can be 

a success, not a crisis. Entered into digital age direct from the rapid and chaotic 

transition from communism, from an absolute control, towards an almost 

absolute freedom, the Romanian press is forced to face this new challenge 

without having the time rediscovering its own identity. The effects are not a few. 

An entrepreneurial ignorance, the economic vulnerability, even the professional 

ignorance, the absence of some strong traditions, of a known and accepted in the 

guild landmark threatens the very essence of the press. The present analysis 

suggests a line of approach, such as understanding the crisis generated by the 

digital era as a transition or as an accumulation of information and opportunities 

for public rapprochement. 

Keywords: digital era, proximity, local press, economic vulnerability 

 

Introducere 

Jurnalismul pare cŁ traverseazŁ ´n anii aceĸtia o nouŁ crizŁ, care poate sŁ 

´nsemne, de fapt, trecerea la o nouŁ v©rstŁ, la o nouŁ etapŁ pe scara evoluἪiei. C©t 

va fi, ´nsŁ, transformare (ca efect al crizei) Ἠi c©t acumulare (ca efect al tranziἪiei) 

rŁm©ne de analizat dupŁ ce era digitalŁ ne va fi condus cŁtre noile orizonturi.  

Istoric, adresabilitatea directŁ radiofonicŁ a avut mai degrabŁ impact 

asupra strategiilor de comunicare publicitarŁ, Ἠi mai puἪin asupra esenἪei profesiei 

de jurnalist. SenzaἪia de apropiere c©ἨtigatŁ prin inserarea vocii ´n ambientul 

domestic a determinat grijŁ la nivelul expresivitŁἪii, al stilisticii, schimbŁri de 

ordin praxemic, dar nu schimbŁri de structurare a substanἪei discursive jurnalistice.  

Protocolul informaἪional ï care include acurateἪea at©t a redactŁrii, dar, 

mai ales, a informŁrii, ritualul obiectivitŁἪii, saturaἪia informaἪionalŁ, 

credibilitatea (dacŁ nu chiar valoarea de adevŁr) ï a rŁmas acelaἨi. Cum observa 

Dominique Wolton, Ăprocesul de producere a informaἪiei seamŁnŁ cu o imensŁ 

piramidŁ inversatŁò (p. 257) ï acest tip producere ï receptare este universal, este 

genetic. Comunicatorii profesioniἨti au primit, ´nsŁ, o responsabilitate ´n plus, 

aceea a fructificŁrii proximitŁἪii fonice create de tehnologie ´n continuarea 

proximitŁἪii ideologice Ἠi afective.  

UrmŁtorul val tehnologic, imaginea televizatŁ a venit ´n continuarea 

fireascŁ, logicŁ ï am zice azi ï a fotografiei. A generat televiziunea o crizŁ ´n 

jurnalism, ´n comunicarea jurnalisticŁ sau ´n cea publicitarŁ? A generat 



16 

televiziunea o crizŁ profesionalŁ? Ce a pierdut jurnalismul prin apariἪia 

televiziunii? Presa scrisŁ ´nseamnŁ un rŁgaz de elaborare informaἪionalŁ Ἠi de 

receptare. Televiziunea ´nseamnŁ un anumit registru tehnic de elaborare a 

produsului, nu a informaἪiei. Volumul Ἠi viteza informŁrii par sŁ fi crescut. C©t 

este stilisticŁ Ἠi c©t este informaἪie purŁ? S-a schimbat numŁrul unghiurilor de 

abordare Ἠi nu informaἪia ca atare. Aceasta multidimesionalitate stilisticŁ poate fi 

´nἪeleasŁ ca o liberalizare a tipurilor de sensibilitate, ca o supratensionare a 

proximitŁἪilor expresive Ἠi imagistice.  

 

Many-to-many. Anything goes. Who is who? 

Actualmente, discursivitatea jurnalisticŁ escaladeazŁ plurivocalitatea, 

aceastŁ para-definiἪie a comunicŁrii many-to-many. Reafirmarea autoritŁἪii 

instituἪionale Ἠi repoziἪionarea pe o piaἪŁ aparent haoticŁ ï oricum greu de 

cartografiat ï sunt Ἢintele de profit (implicit) pe care le are de atins jurnalismul. 

FaἪŁ ´n faἪŁ (sau, ´n umŁr la umŁr pe acelaἨi culoar cŁtre receptor) cu confesiunea 

publicŁ ï tipul de discurs pe care-l cultivŁ reἪelele de socializare, dar Ἠi blogosfera 

ï jurnalismul are de recalibrat ceea ce-l defineἨte, p©nŁ la urmŁ, proximitatea 

instituἪionalŁ.       

Retrospectiva relevŁ acest traseu, aceastŁ tendinἪŁ a comunicŁrii de a 

reconfigura proximitatea, cu ajutorul tehnologiei, dinspre sunet, prin imagine, 

cŁtre autocomunicare.  

Ċn chip tradiἪional, proximitatea ´nseamnŁ valorificarea trŁsŁturilor 

comune ale grupurilor, respectiv, ale tipurilor de public. Dinspre tematicile 

general-umane, care debuteazŁ de pe axa instinctelor vitale, spre valorile de castŁ, 

de familie, de self-estime, s-a ajuns azi la ceea ce studiile de specialitate numesc 

fragmentarea publicurilor cu rŁspuns ´n targetarea pieἪei, respectiv ´n produse 

mediatice de niἨŁ, adicŁ transformarea proximitŁἪii din lege a discursului 

jurnalistic, a definirii interesului public, ´n soluἪie de marketing, chiar pentru 

jurnalismul hard, dupŁ experimentul (de succes) al presei de conἪinut tabloid. 

Proximitatea spaἪialŁ, socialŁ, afectivŁ, temporalŁ nu mai reprezintŁ criterii de 

selecἪie a unei informaἪii, ci mobil de selecἪie al unei instituἪii,  al unui produs 

macro mediatic. 

Un posibil rŁspuns la ´ntrebarea asupra c©Ἠtigurilor aduse presei de era 

digitalŁ este redistribuirea raporturilor de forἪe tocmai pe tabla proximitŁἪii, 

respectiv o recalibrare a produsului mediatic local, o soi de ĂrevanἨŁ a geografieiò 

cum o numea Dominique Wolton (p. 236). Ar fi o naivitate, un idealism anacronic 

sŁ se deschidŁ o polemicŁ, o competiἪie cu valul discursivitŁἪii autoreflexive 

provocat de deschiderea supapelor tehnologiei informaἪiei. Jurnalistul ï mereu ´n 

postura lui Altul (nici mŁcar a celuilalt) ´n aceastŁ potenἪialŁ confruntare ï nu se 

va putea face niciodatŁ auzit, ascultat, ´nἪeles, urmat de un ego prins ´n 

contemplaἪia sinelui. De aceea, Ἢinta profesionalŁ poate fi reconsiderarea 

proximitŁἪii. Viteza informaἪiei a ajuns lipsitŁ de funcἪionalitate. Volumul 

informaἪional a ajuns ´n acelaἨi stadiu al inoperabilitŁἪii. Viteza informaἪiei, 
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accesibilitatea informaἪiei nu impune sub nicio formŁ vreo implinire pragmaticŁ, 

dupŁ cum arŁta tranἨant Ἠi Barbie Zelizer: Ăthe broad brush label of crisis 

obscures rather than illuminates our understanding of the ôdiverse set of 

technological, political, economic, social, occupational, moral and legal 

circumstancesô journalism operates within todayò (Zelizer 2015, 888, apud 

Firmston, 2016; Coman, 2007).  

DupŁ ce a trecut v©rsta mirŁrii, a contemplŁrii fascinate a exotismului 

panoramei globale, receptorul s-a re´ntors asupra sinelui, asupra urgenἪelor 

personale, obosit de asumarea acestei false ĂresponsabilitŁἪi mondialeò (Wolton, 

246). Didacticismul mediatic se impune a fi recalibrat ´n virtutea unei reconcilieri a 

receptorului cu sine ´nsuἨi: ĂTema satului global este, pe de o parte, o realitate tehnicŁ 

Ἠi, pe de alta, o iluzie din punctul de vedere al conἪinutului informaἪieiò (Wolton, p. 

271). AceastŁ proximitate maximalŁ ´nseamnŁ un prag al drumului jurnalistului de 

la tribuna autoritarŁ a exclusivitŁἪii presei scrise, prin ambientul domestic p©nŁ, 

acum, aici, ´n tensionalitŁἪile identitare ale eului receptor. Jurnalismul nu mai 

´nseamnŁ, aἨadar, o soluἪie de evanescenἪŁ, de escapism, o pretext aristotelic 

accesibil. Jurnalismul intrŁ inclusiv ´n zona de intervenἪie a artei, ´n zona 

autocunoaἨterii, adicŁ, Ἠi va rŁm©ne aici at©ta timp c©t receptorul va cŁuta Ἠi va culege 

o informaἪie ´n funcἪie de urgenἪele sale interioare, de urgenἪele sale de regŁsire ´n 

c©mpul deschis al haoticului anything goes for anybody. Nu naἪia, nu casta, cu 

celŁlalt, ci sinele orienteazŁ receptacolul spre o informaἪie sau alta Ἠi, mai exact, 

regŁsirea sinelui, pentru cŁ vacarmul autocomunicŁrii a anulat forἪa individualŁ. 

AceastŁ competiἪie a alteritŁἪilor se cere arbitratŁ de informaἪia jurnalisticŁ, dar dupŁ 

ce aceasta a primit girul procedural instituἪional (Al-Tokhais, 2016).  

Ċn aceastŁ repoziἪionare pe harta proximitŁἪii s-ar putea identifica unul 

dintre atuurile oferite presei de tehnologie ï ´n presŁ receptorul se 

redescoperŁ/recunoaἨte/regŁseἨte pe sine. Misiunea pe care Ἠi-o asumŁ presa ï 

rolul pe care Ἠi-l recunoaἨte potrivit cercetŁrilor ï este stabilitŁ prn raportare 

exclusivŁ la Establishment Ἠi acoperŁ o zonŁ cognitiv-socialŁ delimitate de 

supraveghere Ἠi reprezentativitate. De cealaltŁ parte, dinspre public, dinspre 

receptor, de la presŁ se aἨteaptŁ informare ´n dublu timp cu educarea, dar Ἠi 

satisfacerea unei nemŁrturisite nevoi de spectacol, de entertainment, ´n ciuda 

delimitŁrilor socio-estetice. InformeazŁ Ἠi distreazŁ, criticŁ Ἠi reprezintŁ ï acestea 

sunt polii pragmatici ai socio-situŁrii comunicŁrii jurnalistice. Ċn fapt, ´nsŁ, toate 

aceste puncte pot fi atinse Ἠi prin comunicarea personalizatŁ, confesivŁ, cum am 

numit-o. PostŁrile din social-media ating toate aceste prerogative ï educŁ, 

distreazŁ, informeazŁ, monitorizeazŁ, chiar cu un plus de credibilitate, prin 

asumarea la nivel individual a comunicŁrii, prin abandonul oricŁrei suspiciuni de 

subordonare mai mult sau mai puἪin vizibilŁ Ἠi asumatŁ.  

 

Studiu de caz. VulnerabilitŁἪi sesizate de Raportul FreeEx 

Presa trebuie sŁ-Ἠi rec©Ἠtige credibilitatea Ἠi autoritatea, respectiv sŁ 

evolueze mult sub aspectul culturii antreprenoriale. ImportanἪa, valoarea 
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informaἪiei de presŁ este subminatŁ de aceastŁ  inculturŁ antreprenorialŁ, care 

lasŁ loc finanἪŁrilor obscure, incontrolabile, respectiv suspiciunilor Ἠi 

respingerilor fŁrŁ discernŁm©nt. ĂVestea bunŁò este cŁ Ἠi discursurile din social-

media sunt atacate de decredibilizare. De pildŁ, Raportul FreeEx pe 2014-2015 

´nregistreazŁ (p. 15) informaἪii despre un referat al procurorilor ´n dosarul ĂGala 

Buteò unde se vorbeἨte despre plata unor persoane pentru a posta pe internet 

anume informaἪii, ´n favoarea unui partid politic. InformaἪia rŁm©ne la statutul 

de acuzaἪie, suficient, ´nsŁ, pentru a pune sub semnul ´ntrebŁrii orice formŁ de 

partizanat explicit.  

Acest paradox al presei, lipsa de transparenἪŁ a modalitŁἪii de finanἪare) 

are ca primŁ consecinἪŁ slŁbirea statutului jurnalistului ´n proximitatea 

politicului. DirectŁ consecinἪŁ este dominarea extrem de agresivŁ a politicului Ἠi 

sursŁ esenἪialŁ de decredibilizare discursivŁ. Raportul FreeEx vorbeἨte despre 

Ăharta politicŁ a televiziunilor localeò, ca o reiterare a studiului omonim realizat 

´n ianuarie 2014 de ActiveWatch. Dar noi descoperim aici un alt status quo al 

presei rom©neἨti, anume statutul de ecou al presei locale faἪŁ cu cea naἪionalŁ. 

AratŁ raportul:  

ĂĊn numeroase situaἪii, televiziunile locale sunt arme de luptŁ politicŁ, cel 

mai adesea sponsorizate din bani publici (...) aproape jumŁtate dintre cele 56 de 

televiziuni incluse ´n cercetare sunt influenἪate direct sau indirect de politicieni. 

Mai mult, aproape jumŁtate dintre aceste televiziuni au putut fi documentate ca 

fiind beneficiare directe ale sponsorizŁrilor din bani publici, dar, cel mai probabil, 

numŁrul acestora este mult mai mareò (p.19).  

FŁrŁ ´ndoialŁ, Ἠi presa cu difuzare naἪionalŁ este ĂarmŁò Ἠi ´n m©inile 

politicienilor.  Starea aceasta a vulnerabilitŁἪii, a dependenἪei financiare (de fapt) a 

modificat statutul presei, naἪionale sau locale Ἠi a modificat inclusiv stilistica, at©t 

´n presa scrisŁ, c©t Ἠi ´n audiovizual ï dramatizarea excesivŁ, conflictul exacerbat, 

reinterpretŁrile Ἠi forἪŁrile semantice sunt tehnici de atragere Ἠi menἪinere a atenἪie. 

Uimirea Ἠi panica sunt stŁrile de spirit care alimenteazŁ un public autodefinit ca 

bombardat cu informaἪie, ´n fapt, sedus de tehnici de spectacol. AἨadar, un posibil 

efect al nevoii de dominaἪie al vacarmului din virtual poate fi chiar depŁἨirea 

acestei relaἪii fractalice dintre sumarul naἪional Ἠi cel local. Ċn prezent, presa localŁ 

de obicei preia temele presei naἪionale eventual cu un minim efort de adaptare la 

proximitatea spaἪialŁ. Chiar Ἠi la nivelul expresiei, jurnalistul local se aratŁ destul 

de blazat, incapabil sŁ-Ἠi abandoneze inerἪiile Ἠi sŁ inoveze. Proximitatea negativŁ, 

generatoare de teamŁ, susἪinutŁ, desigur, de incultura societŁἪii civile cu privire la 

rostul libertŁἪii de expresie Ἠi la nevoia de presŁ liberŁ, este un alt argument 

(inexistent, ´n principiu, la nivelul presei naἪionale) pentru o presŁ previzibilŁ, 

prudentŁ. Aceste maladii mediatice sunt at©t de profunde ´nc©t ´i deturneazŁ pe 

jurnaliἨti de la masa tehnicŁ a informŁrii, cŁtre masa tehnicŁ a propagandei. 

Documentarea extrem de ezitantŁ, lipsa culturii profesionale sunt surse de 

materiale cu erori materiale care nu fac dec©t sŁ mŁreascŁ distanἪa dintre aparenta 

onestitate a unei postŁri personale Ἠi o postare instituἪionalŁ.  



19 

Previzibilitatea Ἠi prudenἪa, respectiv eroarea Ἠi calomnia sunt perechi de 

paradoxuri care completeazŁ tabloul maladiilor mediatice, Ἢesut pe p©nza 

dependenἪei economice, respectiv a inculturii antreprenoriale. IdentificŁm aici un 

alt paradox: dependenἪa publicului de informaἪie Ἠi  vulnerabilitatea financiarŁ a 

presei, cŁreia managementul mediatic ´i rŁspunde de obicei prin tabloidizare Ἠi 

prin compromis profesional.  

 

Concluzii 

Alegerile prezidenἪiale din 2014 ï dar Ἠi alte evenimente, precum 

cutremurul din 24 septembrie 2016 ï au arŁtat superioritatea la nivelul vitezei de 

reacἪie a mediilor personalizate de comunicare, ´n detrimentul celor 

instituἪionale. Ċn primul exemplu, reἪelele de socializare au adus ´n atenἪia 

publicului imagini de la secἪiile de vot din strŁinŁtate, semnal©nd problemele de 

logisticŁ. Ċn al doilea exemplu, petrecut ´n miez de noapte, evenimentul nu a gŁsit 

pus la punct ´n redacἪii niciun fel de protocol pentru astfel de situaἪii. Ċn ambele 

cazuri, ´nsŁ, dupŁ ce a aflat evenimentul, publicul s-a orientat cŁtre instituἪiile 

media pentru a primi detalii, contextualizŁri, explicaἪii, informaἪii la care numai 

jurnalistul ï prin natura profesiei sale ï ar avea acces. Ċn ambele situaἪii, dupŁ 

valul de informaἪii la eveniment, a venit replica dezamŁgirii faἪŁ de lipsa de 

reacἪie, de promptitudine a presei. Ċn concluzie, presa este chematŁ sŁ traverseze 

aceastŁ nouŁ etapŁ tranzitorie, sŁ iasŁ din inerἪie Ἠi sŁ descopere oportunitŁἪile 

lumii virtuale ï care pune la dispoziἪie instrumente de documentare, de 

prezentare, de informare, dar nu Ἠi de interpretare, respectiv de ´nἪelegere.        
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Abstract 

Drawing on journalistic texts that make use of illness as metaphor for 

troublesome social, cultural, political, ethnic, religious phenomena which call for 

drastic measures, this paper aims to analyze and classify metaphors and images 

that frame the perception and experience of serious social issues, poverty, 

political, ethnic crisis and so on in terms of disease. 

Not only do we examine the main aspects of figurative language associated 

with illness and disease used by journalists in media discourse, but we also rely 

upon an approach based on conceptual metaphor theory when we analyze and 

classify conceptual metaphors related to illness. We will illustrate the identified 

categories by examples taken from a corpus of excerpts of journalistic discourse.  

Our main objective is defined by the organization of conceptualizations of 

social, political, cultural issues into several categories of cognitive metaphors 

related to disease, applying the model of analysis developed in the research by 

Lakoff and Johnson (1980).  

Keywords: cognitive metaphors, cognitive-semantic approach, disease, 

illness metaphors, journalistic discourse. 

 

1. Introduction  

As a prominent feature of journalistic discourse, metaphor performs a major 

function: it helps journalists render complex issues understandable to the readers 

and to the public. We thus become aware that we cannot locate metaphor anymore 

only in the poetic domain, since modern approaches to discourse analysis conceive 

metaphor as prevalent element in our everyday life, as locus of thought that can be 

dealt with and detailed cognitively, all the more so as metaphor is ña [é] 

conventional way of conceptualizing the worldò (Lakoff, 1992: 203). 

The cognitive conceptualization of metaphor by Lakoff and Johnson is 

based on the assumption that metaphors are not mere poetic devices or matters 

of poetry, but cognitive structures that can be identified at a level ñforegoing their 

manifestation in languageò (Faur, 2004: 340-341).  

Cognitive linguists and discourse analysts and specialists acknowledge that 

metaphors perform an important role in thought and in the structuring of our 

perception and comprehension of reality and of social, cultural issues.  

Disease metaphors have drawn considerable attention in the past few years. 

Linguists and semanticists have revealed how extensively metaphors and images 

of diverse diseases in a specific culture shape and mould the representation, 

mailto:alinatenescu@gmail.com
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experience and perception of social convulsions and economic, political, cultural 

or ethnic issues. An essential catalyst for research in this direction originated in 

Sontagôs (1978; 1989) work on Illness as Metaphor. As a real cancer sufferer, 

Sontag contended against the pervasive use of disease metaphors in writing about 

tumours and other terminal illnesses as well as on their impact on the 

representation and perception of disease in Western European society. Even 

though her study is nothing but a heartfelt appeal to elude the use of figurative 

language when tackling diseases in a journalôs column or article ï ñ[é] illness 

is not a metaphor, and the most truthful way of regarding illness [é] is one of 

the most resistant to metaphorical thinkingò (Sontag, 1999: 3) ï it encouraged 

further scientific investigation into two types of disease metaphors, depending on 

whether the metaphor serves as target domain or as source domain. Thus, the 

initial studies on the power of disease metaphors have remained a benchmark on 

the way towards a more intricate and complex comprehension of illness, not only 

by historians or anthropologists, but also by linguists and journalists.  

 The understanding of everyday language as place of manifestation of the 

metaphor allowed and favoured the study of illness metaphor concentrated 

nowadays on specialty languages: medical language, economic language, 

language of diplomacy on crisis or journalistic language. 

The corpus used for the study of sickness metaphorical language used in 

journalistic discourse is tackled from the perspective of conceptual metaphor 

theory. We will identify typologies and examine categories of conceptual 

metaphors related to social, political, cultural affections. We aim to comprehend 

how these social, cultural, political issues are described metaphorically and we 

intend to illustrate the identified categories by examples taken from a corpus of 

excerpts of modern journalistic discourse. It is almost inconceivable nowadays 

to speak or write about illness (affecting the physical body or the social body) 

and explain suffering without recurring to metaphors (Ἡenescu, 2012: 135).  

Not only have medical scientists and psychologists recognized metaphors 

as an essential source of meaning for the sick, for the patients and their relatives 

in their efforts to cope with and grasp the sense of a terminal or dangerous 

disease, but other professions, such as journalists, have made use of medical 

metaphors to illustrate and explain afflictions on the social, political body or to 

render striking images of social, economic and cultural afflictions. These peculiar 

metaphors tend to render more tangible, ï by an implied comparison with 

something that is closer to oneôs ordinary experience (oneôs physical experience 

of pain or disease) ï that which is not easily understood or difficult to seize and 

grasp by the senses (pain, sicknesses of the social body).  

Stolberg (2004: 5) argues that disease metaphors are not to be analyzed 

isolatedly, but on the contrary, they must be understood as ñparts of culturally or 

historically specific wider webs of meaningsò [é] if we were to ñuse a term 

borrowed from cultural anthropologyò.  
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2. Disease metaphors in journalistic discourse 

Dealing with the issue of perception and description of suffering inflicted 

on the social or economic body as it is reflected in journalistic discourse favours 

an orientation of research by several approaches of the semantics of  

disease/suffering and pain: the identification of essential aspects of disease imagery 

in our research corpus, an examination of perceptions and representations of 

disease and suffering in media discourse and a recognition of the main categories 

of conceptual metaphors associated with sickness and disease. 

If authors and researchers such as Sontag (1989, 1999), Tompkins and 

Lawley (2012), Fiumara (1995), Wilberg (2012) and Broom (2007) have 

indicated that illness metaphors are pervasive in medical discourse and not only, 

they also insisted on explaining why illness metaphor represents a natural way to 

describe disease and health issues and they emphasized the importance of 

recognizing patientsô or suffering individualsô (or social bodyôs) metaphors, and 

showed how using and working within and with these metaphors can trigger an 

individualôs or social bodyôs healing process.  

In analyzing and discriminating disease metaphors, we first discern two 

types of sickness metaphors, depending on whether illness serves as ñsource 

domainò or as ñtarget domainò (Rijn-van Tongeren, 1997: 12). If disease acts as 

ñvehicleò or ñsource domainò, the illness and its features constitute a metaphor 

for non-medical phenomena, which is the common case in our corpus of study. 

For example, crisis can be reflected as a ñdiseaseò of post-modern society. With 

the second type, metaphors borrowed from non-medical contexts are employed 

in order to render the characteristic features of a peculiar sickness.  

In the current study, our data sources are represented by excerpts of 

journalistic discourses in English conceived during 1999-2013 whose target-

public is represented by the readers of the New York Times. 

A current metaphor found in the columns of the New York Times is 

POVERTY IS A DISEASE and COMMON PHYSICAL AFFLICTION. This 

metaphor is, in fact, a source subcase of the metaphor Poverty is physical harm 

and its cognitive mapping serves to decode the frame of poverty such as follows: 

for poverty to express itself as dearth, as lack of an amount of material 

possessions, there must be an impoverished entity (in the example below, the 

child) and an impoverished state (the toxic stress, leading to stress-related disease 

and possibly, to cognitive impairment): 

 

(1) ñToxic stress is the heavy hand of early poverty, scripting a 

childôs life not in the Horatio Alger scenario of determination and 

drive, but in the patterns of disappointment and deprivation that 

shape a life of limitations.ò (NYT, 2013) 

 

The metaphorôs source frame is a disease while the target frame is poverty 

and the related metaphor is in this example SOCIAL ISSUES ARE ILLNESSES 
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which includes as subcase the metaphor Poverty is physical harm. What is 

particularly striking in the example above is that health metaphor is paralleled by 

the organicist metaphor POVERTY IS A HUMAN BEING. The medical 

metaphor is not the only one used to talk about social issues, as Fairclough (1989: 

122) asserted. Not only disease metaphors, but also organicist metaphors are 

employed to portray the negative impact of poverty on a childôs health and life. 

As a living being, with its own will and force, poverty lays a heavy hand on the 

poor childôs body, causing him toxic stress, which is, in its turn, a symptom of 

ñdisappointment and deprivationò shaping ña life of limitationsò.  

 Not only are health metaphors drawn upon to speak about social problems 

such as poverty, but they are also utilized to portray situations of social convulsions or 

unrest, as attacks on a healthy societyôs body or on the health of the society as a whole: 

 

(2) ñThe rioting and looting that convulsed poorer sections of London 

over the weekend spread Monday to at least eight new districts in 

the metropolitan area and broke out for the first time in Britainôs 

second-largest city, Birmingham, in what was developing into the 

worst outbreak of social unrest in Britain in 25 years.ò (NYT, 

2011) 

 

In example (2), the frame of the metaphor RIOT IS SICKNESS is displayed 

as a medical condition characterized by the urban bodyôs rapid and repeated muscle 

contraction and relaxation, resulting in an uncontrolled shaking of the English social-

urban body. Since the social convulsion is a symptom of seizure (epilectic or non-

epilectic, the urban bodyôs convulsion resembles to a stroke. When the urban 

organisms (London and Birmingham) are suffering from a convulsion in their poorer 

areas, they experience several symptoms: social confusion and unrest, loss of 

control, abrupt shaking of the entire public body, uncontrollable metropolitan spasms 

and so on. As this peculiar convulsion is caused by an electrical activity accident in 

the British communityôs brain, its symptoms initially last for one or two days and 

then extend for another week in other parts of the urban body (ñeight new districts 

in the metropolitan areaò) to finally reflect the ñworst outbreakò of a social disease 

that hasnôt harmed Britain for more than a quarter of a century. The basic meaning 

of this disease metaphor is that it construes an expression of riot and looting as 

eroding, undermining and weakening the health of English society. 

 The third example in our corpus of study reflects the way we talk about 

illness in terms of war and cleansing and shows how an army thinks that, in its 

fight to eliminate a disease from the societal body, it bombards and shells 

ñcivilian populationsò and leads a chemical warfare for ñethnic cleansingò.  

 

(3) ñInvestigators at the international war crimes tribunal in The 

Hague have concluded that the Croatian Army carried out 

summary executions, indiscriminate shelling of civilian 
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populations and ethnic cleansing during a 1995 assault that was a 

turning point in the Balkan wars, according to tribunal 

documents.ò (NYT, 1999) 

 

The social body cleansing represents for the army a natural way to 

eliminate a real or imagined disease. Removing disease with deep societal body 

cleansing is unparalleled, as unprecedented military operations carried out by the 

Croatian Army doubled by assaults and ñsummary executionsò are considered 

hygienic, and portrayed as means to clean out the communityôs body ethnically.  

 

Conclusion 

The current corpus analysis accentuates the lexical richness of health and 

disease imagery in English journalistic discourse and raises the awareness as to 

the metaphoric configuration of social issues which highlights the high frequency 

and centrality of the illness metaphor and of the organicist metaphor. Peculiar 

mental images of social problems such as that of poverty of physical affliction, 

of riot as convulsion caused by a social-urban bodyôs seizure and the use of the 

military metaphor together with the disease metaphor in order to illustrate ethnic 

cleansing in a country reveal the intricate conceptualization of social issues in 

medical terms. Journalistic discourse in English provides a rich corpus and a wide 

array of examples reflecting the richness of the metaphorical thought built around 

the conceptualization of social and ethnical problems nowadays. 
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Klass, P. 2013. ñPoverty as a Childhood Diseaseò, also available at 
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http://www.nytimes.com/1999/03/21/world/war-crimes-panel-finds-croat-
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Abstract 

 One of the important desiderata of tertiary level engineering education is the 

correlation between the technical and the humanistic components. From among the 

activities that can create a bridge between these two components, while also fostering 

the studentsô cooperation, creativity and research skills is project work. In the foreign 

language class, project work is perceived as a complex activity that involves the 

skills of reading, speaking, listening and writing, at the end of which a certain 

óproductô is obtained: a leaflet, a brochure, a newspaper article, a report, a poster, a 

video clip, a series of slides, a real technical device. 

The advantages of cooperative projects in the foreign language class are 

many and have been highlighted in the literature: they help students learn and 

foster their creativity, autonomy and responsibility; projects combine work in 

class with research and surveys performed in the óreal worldô, thus replicating 

genuine investigation processes; since learners work in groups, this activity 

contributes to the creation and development of a team spirit; such activities 

reduce the studentsô anxiety associated with communicating their ideas in the 

foreign language to an audience, thus contributing to the development of their 

public speaking skills. 

This paper will present an overview of the literature on the use of project 

work in the English classroom and will share the authorôs experience regarding 

the implementation of projects in the English seminar, focusing on the steps 

followed. 

Keywords: project work, oral communication skills, creativity, 

autonomy, team spirit. 

 

Introduction  

 One of the important aims of the English syllabus is the development of 

the studentsô ability to participate in international social and professional 

interactions. This aim is in accordance with the demands of the present-day 

world, in which ability to work in multi-national teams has become a must. To 

communicate with their fellow professionals all over the world, the graduates of 

tomorrow need to use an international language, such as English, both in social 

and professional interactions. Therefore, it is very important to develop our 

studentsô general communication skills and particularly their speaking skills and 
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to create a climate in which they can cooperate, generate, share, defend and test 

their ideas, take responsibility, develop research skills, create various end 

óproductsô. One way of doing this, experimented in some of my classes is the 

introduction of cooperative projects.  

 The idea of using project work in the foreign English class in our 

universities emerged in the mid 1990ôs during one of the meetings of the 

materials coordinators as part of PROSPER (Project for Special Purpose English 

in Romania), a project that involved several (technical and business) applied 

English departments in Romanian universities under the coordination of the 

British Council. 

During that meeting it was decided to introduce project work as a 

complex, integrated-skills activity, involving reading, speaking, listening and 

writing. From a pedagogic point of view, this type of activity refers to a modality 

of learning and research through practical action, the purpose of which is the 

creation and presentation of a theme-project: a leaflet, a brochure, a newspaper 

article, a report, a poster, a video clip, a series of slides, a real technical device.  

  

 Why Project Work?  

 Foreign language projects can come in different forms: a) information and 

research projects; 

b) survey projects; c) production projects; d) performance projects. Irrespective 

of their type, projects in the foreign language class come with a series of 

advantages over other activities, which have been pointed out by many authors, 

either in a theoretical, sometimes even prescriptive manner, or in a practical way, 

starting from oneôs own experience (Fried-Booth 1986; Olsen & Kagan 1992; 

Papandreou 1994; Sheppard & Stroller 1995; Iftimie 2007): 

1. Project work helps students learn. While gathering data for the project, 

students need to gather and find out information or data they did not 

know before from printed or electronic sources, from their teachers or 

from peers. At the same time, each project is required to bring some 

degree of novelty to the audience; therefore, projects will contribute to 

the overall learning process. 

2. Projects increase the studentsô autonomy and responsibility. The students 

work for their projects both in and out-of-class, but the main weight falls 

on their out-of-class work. This means that they take the main responsibility 

for deciding on the final óproductô, for gathering information, deciding on 

the manner in which they introduce and conclude their presentation, the 

visual aids (realia, slides, poster, leaflet, etc.). 

3. Projects foster the studentsô creativity. Such projects offer them the 

opportunity to put their talents to work. This is especially true in the last 

two types of projects presented above, i.e. production and performance 

projects: production projects have an original end product (an electronic 

device, the scale model of a building, a brochure. a newspaper page, a 
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technical advertisement), which is the tangible result of the studentsô 

ingenuity and creativity; performance projects are finalized through the 

presentation of a brief show by the group members, in the course of 

which they display their creativity and artistic talent. Even the first two 

types ï research and survey projects ï  foster the studentsô creativity 

because the presentation of their project is accompanied by a visual ï 

slides, a poster ï which is the result of their creativity. 

4. Project work increases the studentsô motivation and their involvement. 

If students are free to choose the topic of their project out of several 

broad areas, they will be motivated to pursue their special interests, 

tackle a puzzling area or satisfy a curiosity; as such, they will be more 

involved in what they are doing. This is different from the usual 

classroom activities, which are established by the teacher and/or the 

course book used.  

5. Projects contribute to the creation of a team spirit. Most projects in the 

foreign language class are cooperative projects, i.e. they are carried out 

in teams of 2-4 students. By working  

in teams, students establish and/or develop interpersonal relations with 

other group members.  

6. Project work is more authentic than other tasks. In order to carry out 

their project, students go out into the world to make surveys or gather 

information which is analyzed, evaluated by all the team members and 

is finally presented to an audience. In case the end result is a technical 

device, the main features of the óprototypeô are presented to a 

knowledgeable public (other students), entitled to ask questions about 

the parameters or the functioning of that particular device and about its 

originality. 

7. Projects offer a break from the usual classroom routine. Each step in 

the unfolding of such projects brings something new and unexpected for 

the participants.  

8. Project work is a challenging activity. Students generally dislike routine 

and like to be challenged. If the topic chosen is in conformity with the 

studentsô interest, they will try to do their best to successfully complete 

the task. 

9. Projects develop the four language skills: reading, writing, speaking 

and listening. In the first three types of projects, students need to gather, 

read and select information from printed or electronic sources. Then 

they need to write an outline of their presentation and create their visual 

aids. During the presentation of their project, they speak, listen to their 

peersô questions or comments and answer them. The only exception is 

represented by performance projects, in which the skills developed are 

speaking and listening. 

10. Project work reduces the studentsô anxiety related to communicating 
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their ideas in front of a class and develops their public speaking skills. 

Since all group members participate in the project, each knows what the 

project is about. Part of the teacherôs task is to raise the studentsô 

awareness on various delivery styles and train them on effective public 

speaking techniques. Moreover, since they are supposed to rehearse the 

presentation, before they actually deliver it to an audience, the students 

feel much more secure and less threatened by stage fright. They can then 

transfer these presentation techniques onto other oral presentations, be 

they in Romanian or in a foreign language. 

While preparing their projects and oral presentations, the learners develop a 

number of skills, such as: 

1. Research skills. The information presented in projects needs to be accurate, 

and this involves doing some research. This may be done in various ways: 

browsing through the materials that can be found in the library ï reference 

materials, periodicals, books ï, surfing the internet for sources of 

information, using firsthand observation. Students may also need to devise 

research instruments (questionnaires or interview questions) and 

sometimes statistical methods for analyzing and interpreting results.  

2. Organizational skills. After gathering information, the students need to 

arrange the material they want to present in a clear and coherent manner, 

using the traditional tripartite structure (introduction, body and 

conclusion). They also need to decide about the order in which they 

deliver the presentation (who is going to speak about what and in which 

order). In this way, they acquire and/or develop organizational skills, 

which are very important for the success of any project and also for their 

professional career.  

3.  Interpersonal skills. These skills are developed through working in a 

team and cooperating with the other team members in order to carry out 

the project. Cooperation means dividing responsibilities, sharing ideas, 

accepting criticism and contrary opinions, having a flexible mind, making 

the transition from ómineô to óoursô. As shown by Iftimie, the ñsuccess or 

failure of a group project depends to a great extent upon the cooperation 

and coordination level within the team and upon the individual 

preparation and effort of each participantò (2007: 277). 

4. Communication skills. Presenting oneôs project in a clear and attractive 

manner involves effective public speaking techniques. Such techniques 

refer to verbal, paraverbal (volume of voice, speed, pitch, clarity of 

pronunciation, energy level) and nonverbal elements (eye contact, 

posture, facial expression, gestures). While planning and practicing their 

presentations, the learners develop the ability to speak to an audience in 

a clear, coherent, attractive and enthusiastic manner.  
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The Context 

 

I am currently teaching students from the Faculty of Electronics, 

Telecommunications and Information Technology from IaἨi Technical 

University. All freshmen and sophomore students in this faculty study English as 

a compulsory subject, for one or two hours a week, depending on the semester. 

They are divided into two levels of proficiency: advanced (ranging in fact from 

intermediate to advanced) and beginners (ranging from real beginners to lower 

intermediate). Project work has been introduced to sophomore students as part of 

their assessment for the second semester, in the course of which we meet for the 

English seminar every other week, on Wednesday afternoon. Many students have 

had no experience in doing project work and/or in delivering oral presentations 

during the foreign language class. That is why I take a step-by-step approach in 

teaching them how develop projects, as well as how to plan, organize, prepare 

and deliver the oral presentations by means of which they present the projects. 

As pointed out above, delivering a presentation to an audience 

presupposes communication on three planes: verbal, paraverbal and non-verbal. 

Therefore, when teaching our students how to develop projects and make 

efficient oral presentations we need to take into account all the factors concerning 

preliminary search strategy, generating ideas, planning content, organizing 

information, developing the project, delivering a presentation, using appropriate 

language functions and exponents, using visual aids. 

Opinions and recommendations regarding the number and the sequencing 

of steps involved in developing projects differ in the literature (cf. Fried-Booth 

1986; Haines: 1989; Dumanova: 1993; Sheppard & Stroller 1995; Iftimie: 2013), 

depending on the context in which it is implemented. In what follows I shall 

present the steps followed and the procedure applied in developing projects at 

ñGheorghe Asachiò University in IaἨi. 

 

The Process: Stages in Project Development 

 

Providing a stimulus 

 This stage is one of the most important in setting up a project: if the initial 

idea is given by the teacher at the right time in a convincing manner, it will gear 

lots of other ideas in the unfolding of project work. Without sounding 

patronizing, it is clear that our persuasive ability depends in fact on how much 

we, as teachers, believe in the advantages of project work.  

 This stage involves several aspects: 

a) Introducing the concept of project work and oral presentation. This is 

done starting from the learnersô previous experience: the students discuss 

in small groups about their previous experience (if any) in developing 

projects and/or in making oral presentations in English or Romanian. 

During their discussion, they are required to cover the following aspects: 
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type of project, topic, subject matter, type of end product, number of 

students per group, type of presentation (Power Point presentation, a 

written report that was read aloud, etc), audience, the pleasures and pains 

of such an endeavour. Each group is then invited to name a spokesperson 

who will present a brief report of the groupôs experience in making project 

work. This is followed by a class discussion on the short and long term 

benefits of developing communication skills through project work.  

b) Number of students per group. This number (2-4 students) is given by the 

teacher, but the students themselves can choose their partners. 

c) Amount of time. Each project presentation should be limited to 10 

minutes. 

d) Type of project. Students can  choose from among: information and 

research projects, survey projects or production projects. Performance 

projects are no longer included in the second semester because, for about 

three years now, they have been materialized towards the end of the first 

semester in a short Christmas play interpreted by a group of students who 

are part of the Electronics English Club.  

e) Type of end product. Depending on the project type, the end product may 

be an electronic or electrical device, a scale model, a brochure, a 

questionnaire-based survey, a series of slides, a poster.  

f) Timescale. At the end of each seminar, 15-20 minutes are allotted to 

project work. A whole seminar is allotted for the presentation of projects. 

In-class activity is correlated with work out-of-class, which represents, in 

fact the greatest bulk of project-devoted work. 

g) Assessment procedure. Each project presentation is assessed by the 

teacher and a committee of students from a different year of study. The 

students in the audience will also have a say: they can ask questions or 

make comments that will be taken into account in the evaluation of 

projects. 

h) Assessment criteria. The assessment criteria include the end product and 

the oral presentation as such: delivery, content, organization, language 

(accuracy and fluency), visual material, integration of the visual with the 

presentation as such. If for the end product and the visual all the students 

in one team will get the same grade, the elements which refer to the oral 

presentation may be graded differently for different students belonging 

to one and the same group).  

i) Themes. During this initial stage, learners are also suggested a choice of 

possible themes: Electronic Product Presentation; The City of the Future 

(Underwater City Project; Outer Space City Project);The Car of the 

Future; Student Life (Life in the Hostel; Sports Practiced by Students; 

Studentsô Shopping Habits; Studentsô Food Habits). They can choose other 

themes, as well. A major requirement for each project is novelty, which 

means that mere compilations from various sources are not welcome.  
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The ᾶincubationô period 

 The initial stage is followed by a period of ᾶincubationôof two weeks 

(until the next seminar), during which the learners form their groups and decide 

on the topic of their project. From my experience, I believe that this is the 

optimum interval: if the thinking period is longer, students tend to forget about 

the need to take this decision in due time. During this period they can also note 

down any queries they have regarding various aspects of project work. 

 

Identifying the theme and topic 

 The ᾶincubationô period proves to be fruitful for the students: the freedom 

of choice of the topic increaseas the learnersô motivation and creates a feeling of 

ᾶownershipᾷ, which makes the students in each group become more involved and 

committed to carrying out this task. 

From the point of view of the type, the studentsô projects fall under the 

three categories mentioned above: a) information and research projects; b) survey 

projects; c) production projects. Within each type, the main themes identified are: 

a) Information and research projects: Car of the Future (Hybrid and Electric 

Vehicles, Electric Smart Car, Car Technologies, Self-Driving Cars); City of 

the Future (Architecture in the city of the Future, The House of the Future, 

Transport in the city of the Future); Energy (Solar Power, Wind Power); 

Technological Advances (Upcoming Technologies, Innovative Technology, 

The Future of Electronics, Wireless Power Transfer, Quantum Computing); 

b) Survey projects: Student Life (Students and Jobs; Students in My 

Town/Students in Another Town; Students Today and before 1989);  

c) Production Projects: Product Design and Presentation (Electronic 

Devices, Automatic Temperature Control System). 

The existence of different types of projects and different themes in one and the 

same English class renders the teacherôs task more challenging, both as a consultant 

and as an evaluator. However, the similarity of the project presentation framework (an 

oral presentation supported by slides), as well as the existence of a clear set of 

evaluation criteria are meant to help the teacher overcome such difficulties. 

 

Organizing project work  

The next step consists in making an action plan: the members of each 

team identify the problems they have to solve in order to reach the desired 

outcome. As such, they decide upon: 

a) steps to be taken; 

b) ways of collecting information (library search, the Internet, discussions 

with specialized subject teachers, interviews, questionnaires); 

c) the role of each group member; 

d)  an agreed time frame (corroborated with the one given by the teacher). 

The teacherôs role at this stage is that of an organizer, consultant and monitor: 

she supervises the studentsô activity and offeres them advice and information 
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when necessary. Once the students have agreed upon the instruments for 

collecting data, they start devising them with the help of the teacher 

(questionnaires, interview questions, tables, grids, charts). 

 

Gathering information  

In order to collect data for their projects, the students are ᾶsent out into 

the worldô: they go to the library, various institutions, speak with subject teachers, 

employers, graduates or colleagues or surf the Internet. Information is gathered 

both in class ï the teacher and the students bring books, magazine or newspaper 

articles, technical advertisements ï and out-of-class, the main weight falling on 

the out-of-class activity, performed by students in their spare time. 

 

Determining subject, purpose and audience 

The students are presented the three important elements of any oral or 

written text, reunited under the acronym SPA (subject, purpose and audience). In 

other words, the learners are advised to select and limit their subject, identify 

their purpose and analyze their audience (Iftimie, N. M., & Chang, Wan-lih 

2008). When the subject is not imposed in advance (the case presented in this 

article), it should fall into the speakersô area of expertise, be interesting for the 

potential listeners and should be covered in the given amount of time (10 

minutes). The purpose of any presentation, either oral or written may be that of 

informing, persuading, entertaining, or a combination of these. In the case of 

technical or scientific presentations, the main purpose is generally that of 

informing; however, even in such presentations, persuading and/or entertaining 

can appear as related purposes. In order to make my students better understand 

these purposes, I ask them to read some fragments of oral presentations, decide 

which purpose/purposes is/are displayed by each fragment and give reasons for 

their decision. The third element, the audience, is generally neglected by teachers 

because in the case of school or university projects the audience is generally 

representad by the teachers themselves and by students. In real life, however, the 

audience becomes an extremely important element each speaker should take into 

account and adjust his/her presentation accordingly. The audience characteristics 

will influence our choice of subject, the vocabulary we use, the amount of 

technical information, the examples and details meant to prove a point. That is 

why I always ask the learners to take into account the characteristics of the 

audience and draw the listenersô profile in terms of age range, gender, nationality, 

education level, occupation, technical background, level of English, number, 

seating arrangements. After having agreed on their audienceôs profile, the 

students work in groups to devise a list of project topics that might be suitable 

for an oral presentation delivered to their class, including the topic they have 

already chosen. Then they swap their lists with another group and evaluate their 

peersô topics against the framework provided by the audience profile. If the topic 

they have thought of is considered unsuitable by the peers, it will be reformulated. 
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Organizing the presentation 

The next step consists in planning and organizing the project and the oral 

presentation according to the three part structure: introduction, body and 

conclusion. For each part sample texts are used, discussed and analyzed in terms 

of functions, specific techniques and language patterns. Taking into account the 

fact that in order to get the listenersô attention and create common ground it is 

necessary to build what may be called a óstrongô introduction, students are offered 

some tips on how to introduce their presentation by using various attention getters 

ï a personal story, a surprising or unusual fact, an interesting example, a quotation 

from an authority or expert, impressive statistics (Matthews & Marino 1990: 6). 

The conclusion is also very important and should leave a strong impression on the 

audience. Therefore, I recommend my students to devise a conclusion that could 

reinforce the main ideas, while at the same time giving the audience some ᾶfood 

for thoughtô by asking a puzzling question that might be answered to in a follow-

up presentation, by inviting the listeners to reflect on the past and speculate about 

the future, or by inviting the audience to take a course of action (in the case of 

topics dealing with environmental issues). As practical activity, the students read 

several opening and ending passages of oral presentations and decide which 

technique is used in each fragment. In what concerns the central part of any 

presentation, the body, starting from the ideas presented by Matthews and Marino, 

I give the students examples that display different patterns of organizing 

information: topical order (classification); chronological order (giving 

instructions, explaining a procedure); spatial order (describing a building, 

describing an object); problem-solution (describing the problem, giving solutions) 

cause-effect (explaining causes, explaining effects); reasons for and against; 

comparison/contrast (1990:101-105). At this point, I also introduce the specific 

language functions and corresponding exponents. In order to facilitate the studentsô 

intake, two types of tasks are used: one is a matching activity ï the learners have a 

list of topics and match them to the appropriate pattern of organization; in the other 

task the students are given several large subject areas and are asked to work in 

groups and develop each subject into two different topics, each with a clear central 

idea and a different pattern of organization.  

 

Preparing the presentation 

In order to prepare and rehearse their oral presentation, the students are 

first presented the various types of presentations (manuscript, memorized, 

impromptu, and extemporaneous) by means of short video clips. While watching 

the short video exemplifications, the learners are invited to note down the 

characteristics of each style of delivery, and make comments on possible 

advantages and disadvantages. The notes made by the students represent the basis 

for a comparison of the various formats and a discussion about their pluses and 

minuses, starting from criteria such as preparation time, natural delivery, eye 

contact, keeping the audienceôs interest. After comparing the characteristics of 
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each style, the students become aware of the effectiveness of extemporaneous 

presentations, which are carefully planned and well organized, but not learned by 

heart. Among the advantages of such presentations, mention can be made of the 

following: natural, conversational delivery; eye contact with the audience; the 

potential of permanent feedback from the listeners; the possibility to adjust oneôs 

presentation according to this feedback.  

The same session is devoted to the presentation of the other elements 

involved in oral presentations that can convey meaning and reveal oneôs emotions 

and attitude: paraverbal elements (volume of voice, pitch, clarity, speed of 

delivery) and nonverbal elements (posture, facial expressions, gestures, eye 

contact). Some short videos are used to show the students that paraverbal and 

nonverbal elements can be very helpful in making an effective delivery, or, if 

misused, can damage a whole presentation. After watching the video clips, the 

students are required to write some guidelines or instructions for effective 

delivery. This is followed by a class discussion during which a common list of 

guidelines is agreed upon. The students are then asked to work in small groups 

of four or five and deliver a two-minute presentation on a topic of their choice. 

Their presentation is discussed and evaluated by the other group members on the 

basis of the list of guidelines. The rationale for this activity is that it allows the 

learners to put to practice what they have just been taught about effective delivery 

in a non-threatening, friendly environment.  

 

The final touch 

 There is an element that has not been yet spoken about: the visual aid. In 

the case of the projects made by the engineering students from our university, the 

visual aids are represented by slides (Power Point presentation), by a poster 

and/or by realia. The role of the visual is to reinforce, complete, clarify and make 

more interesting and pleasant the information presented in speech. Some recent 

studies show that an audience generally takes in less than 25% of what a speaker 

says. Visual aids can increase the rate of the listenersô intake and comprehension.  

This does not mean, however, that we should use visuals for their own 

sake. I always tell my students that visuals have to have a purpose, and that their 

purpose is not to repeat the speakersô words. if the slides, for example, include 

the very words the speakers are uttering, it means that either the speakers or the 

slides are redundant. The visual material needs to be integrated naturally in the 

presentation so as to help the speakers make their points clear.  

 The final step of the project preparation consists in devising an evaluation 

checklist with the help of the students themselves. In broad lines, the list includes 

the following: novelty of end product, delivery, content and organization, 

language (accuracy and fluency), visual aids. All these aspects are graded from 

1(unsatisfactory) to 5 (excellent). 

 Students are advised to rehearse their project presentations, both 

individually and as a team. While doing this, they should take into account both 
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the vocal and the visual elements. In order to cover all aspects, students can take 

a step-by- step approach: first rehearse what they are going to say, then how they 

are going to say it and finally combine both aspects. If a video camera is not 

available, students are advised to use a tape recorder and to rehearse their 

presentation in front of an ñobjective eyeò or at least in front of the mirror. The 

aspects that should be taken into account are the following: language (correct and 

fluent); voice (volume, speed, pitch, clarity, energy level/enthusiasm, sloppy 

speech habits); body language (posture, facial expressions, gestures, eye contact).   

 

Conclusion 

 The paper has focused on the fostering of creativity and communication skills 

through project work. It discussed the benefits of project work as presented in the 

literature and the skills developed by this complex activity. The author then focused 

on a specific context and shared her experience regarding the implementation of 

project work in a task-based, step-by-step approach. The philosophy that underpins 

this approach is that project work is a multi-faceted activity that develops the learnersô 

research, interpersonal, organizational and communication skills, while also fostering 

their creativity in a friendly, collaborative environment.     

 

References 
Dumanova, E. 1993. An experimental approach to teaching ESP. Perspectives, 

2, 33-38. 

Fried-Booth, Diana L. 1986. Project work. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Haines, S. 1989. Projects for the EFL classroom. Resource material for teachers. 

Walton-on-Thames, Surrey, UK: Nelson. 

Iftimie, Nicoleta-Mariana.  2007. Using cooperative projects to develop language 

and research skills. In Proceedings of the International Conference on 

English Education and Inter-Discipline Learning. Taipei: Crane 

Publishing, 265-288. 

Iftimie, Nicoleta-Mariana.  2013. Oral presentations in the technical field: beyond 

words. Bul. Inst. Pol. Iasi, Tom LIX, Fasc 3-4, 10-15. 
Iftimie, Nicoleta-Mariana, Chang, Ann Wan-lih. 2008. Academic study skills: 

An introduction, Taipei: BOD. 

Matthews, Candace, Marino, Joanne. 1990. Professional interactions. Englewood 

Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall.  

Olsen, R., & Kagan, S. 1992. About cooperative learning. In C. Kessler (Ed.), 

Cooperative language learning. A teacherôs resource book (1-30). 

Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall.  

Papandreou, A. P. 1994. An application of the projects approach to EFL. English 

Teaching Forum, vol. 32, 3, 41-42. 

Sheppard, K., & Stoller, F. L. 1995. Guidelines for the integration of student 

projects into ESP. English Teaching Forum, vol. 33, 2, 10-13. 



38 

MEDIA, POLITICS AND CINEMATOGRAPHY: BOB 

WOODWARD, CARL BERNS TEIN, DAVID FROST AND 

THE WATERGATE AFFAIR  ON THE BIG SCREEN 
 

                                                                                                 Davian VLAD 

Assistant Professor, PhD, University of Craiova (Romania) 

 

Abstract  
The relation between media and politics has always been complex and 

sometimes controversial, but one of the most important duties of the press still 

remains the mission to identify and report the inconsistencies, deceptions, 

manipulations and the illegal acts carried out by the political power. In the 

1970ôs, two iconic moments that redefined the relation between journalists and 

politicians in the USA took place, both of them related to one of the most 

infamous scandals in which a president of the United States was involved: the 

Watergate Scandal. First of all, the landmark journalistic investigation conducted 

by The Washington Post reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein triggered 

by a break-in at the Democratic National Committee headquarters at the 

Watergate office complex in Washington and the President Richard Nixon's 

administration's attempted cover-up of its involvement. Secondly, the series of 

interviews of Richard Nixon conducted by the British journalist David Frost, a 

journalistic endeavor that presumably led to a first admission of guilt from the 

former U.S. President. Therefore, this paper focuses on the extraordinary events 

related to what was called the Watergate Affair or the Watergate Scandal (1972), 

on one hand, and to the so-called Nixon Interviews (1977), on the other hand, 

and the way they were depicted in two remarkable movies: Alan J. Pakulaôs óAll 

the President's Menô (1976) and Ron Howardôs óFrost/Nixonô (2008).  

Keywords: journalism, cinematography, politics, Watergate 

 

1. Journalism and Cinematography. Plus Politics 

 
                                     Photo: http://www.dvd.net.au 



39 

The motion picture industry, Hollywood in particular, has a long tradition 

of depicting real events in a very specific way that some might consider utterly 

distorting. And sometimes they are right, but they must accept that there are some 

reasons, acceptable to a certain reasonable point, related both to the artistic views 

and box office interests, that lead to a slight or dramatic retouching of the facts 

that are reenacted so that the public find the final product interesting and 

entertaining. Itôs a reality that must be taken into consideration when analyzing 

the feature movies inspired by historic facts and we should relate to them 

considerably different than to the documentary films. That is the frame in which 

we should engage our opinions about such a genre that is still highly popular and 

we must not interchange the study items and not apply the criteria from one 

paradigm to another. 

The movies related to factual/fictional journalistic endeavors are not as 

many as we might presume. Of course, several motion pictures about different 

other topics tangentially deal with journalistic subjects. Especially the complete 

fictional films, but not only them, because the movies that reflect undeniable facts 

can take the liberty of involving a real/fictional journalist or a true/fictional 

journalistic investigation in their plots. Anyway, taking into consideration solely 

the movies that have in the spotlight exclusively the destiny of a journalist or a 

certain journalistic act, we can realize that the niche is rather narrow. And when 

films do concentrate on journalistic themes, they frequently target only the 

human dimension of the journalists involved, as Matthew C. Ehrlich asserts: ñIt 

is not surprising that the movies focus so heavily on the dilemmas faced by 

journalist heroes or villains as opposed to a more nuanced examination of 

journalism as an institution. As historian Robert Rosenstone puts it, <Film insists 

on history as the story of individuals>, the result being that <the personal 

becomes a way of avoiding the often difficult or insoluble social problems 

pointed out by the film>. So journalism movies focus on personal relationships 

between reporters, editors, sources, and love interests. (é) However, the movies 

have managed to address the pressôs significance precisely through their generic, 

formulaic nature that focuses on the personal rather than the political. Their 

dualistic structure - pitting reporter versus editor, reporter versus source, reporter 

versus love interest ï speaks to journalismôs conflicts and contradictionsò.1 

Starting with Howard Hawkesô classic óHis Girl Fridayô (1940), starring 

the unforgettable Cary Grant, we can add to our list some other exceptional films 

about journalism, totally/partially fictional or reasonably factual, such as 

Alexander Mackendrickôs ñSweet Smell of Successò (1957), Billy Wilderôs óThe 

Front Pageô (1974), Sidney Lumetôs óNetworkô (1976), Roland Joff®ôs óThe Killing 

Fieldsô, Oliver Stoneôs óSalvadorô (1986), Barry Levinsonôs óGood Morning, 

Vietnamô (1987), Michael Winterbottomôs óWelcome to Sarajevoô (1997), Barry 

Levinsonôs óWag the Dogô (1997), Douglas McGrathôs óInfamousô (2006) and, last 

                                                 
1 Ehrlich, Matthew C., Journalism in the Movies, University of Illinois Press, 2004, p.178 
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but not least, the two movies we are most interested  in, namely Alan J. Pakulaôs 

óAll the Presidentôs Menô (1976) and Ron Howardôs óFrost/Nixonô (2008).  

The relation between journalism and cinematography started, as we can 

notice, when movies began to attract larger and larger audiences, that is why we 

can stress that from the very start of this interconnection the public was exposed 

to the fact that media must be vigilant and critical when dealing with 

politics/politicians. The journalists must act as watchdogs of the society, they 

must be alert and uncompromising when finding that politicians are crossing the 

limits of law or breaking the moral code. Although the relation between media 

and politics has always been complex and not seldom controversial, one of the 

most important duties of the press still remains the mission to identify and report 

the inconsistencies, deceptions, manipulations and the illegal acts carried out by 

the political power, a mission frequently depicted or suggested in the films, as 

Berrin A. Beasley emphasizes, when reviewing Barry Levinsonôs óWag the Dogô: 

ñFor decades journalists have been known as watchdogs of government, meaning 

itôs our responsibility to watch over elected and appointed officials to ensure 

theyôre acting both legally and ethically in the publicôs best interest. Politicians 

are expected to enact the laws that govern us, spend our tax dollars in responsible 

ways, and sometimes even engage this country in war if the nationôs safety is in 

jeopardy. Because the average American cannot be present physically while his 

or her stateôs legislature is in session or while Congress meets, Americans rely 

on the press to be there to report the daily decisions these politicians make and 

how those decisions influence our everyday lives. In theory, each American 

would watch over each elected and appointed representative, but in reality, thatôs 

just not possible, so reporters watch for us. That means journalists and their 

coverage of political figures are crucial to the health of our democracy because 

history has proven time and again that if you can control peopleôs access to 

information, you can control peopleò.2 

That is exactly what happened in 1972, when President Richard Nixon 

thought that by controlling the information would get away with the fact that he 

at least had known about a break-in at the Democratic National Committee 

headquarters located in an office complex named Watergate, if not he had even 

orchestrated the whole operation. And Watergate was going to become a political 

scandal of epic magnitude due to the relentless efforts of two journalists from 

The Washington Post, Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, whose investigation 

led to the disclosure of a massive cover-up operation conducted by high officials 

from the very heart of the American government. An infamous affair that 

eventually led to the resignation of a president for the first and so far the last time 

in the history of the American democracy. And Watergate became a landmark 

investigation and arguably the most famous journalistic act of all times.  

                                                 
2  Beasley, Berrin A., Political Manipulation of the Media in Journalism Ethics Goes to the Movies 

(edited by Howard Good), Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc, Lanham, Maryland, 2008, pp. 35-36 
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2. Watergate. A Messy Affair Revealed 

 
                                         Photo: https://www.geni.com 

 

The Watergate scandal began on the 17th of June 1972 with an incident 

that did not seem to have the potential to lead to the massive political earthquake 

that would take place not before long: five men were arrested under the charge 

of illegally entering into the Democratic National Committee headquarters from 

the Watergate complex. Itôs interesting that if the security guard Frank Wills had 

not alerted the authorities, this major scandal may never have broken out. The 

following inquiries unearthed facts that in the end would cause a political shake-

up. Due mainly to the disclosures made after the journalistic investigation of The 

Washington Post reporters Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, everyone could 

notice that there was a connection between the five burglars and a secret fund 

presumably used for political bribery by the Committee for the Re-Election of 

the President. There were also reasonable suspicions that the break-in was part 

of a surveillance operation designed to keep a close eye on the political rivals of 

the President and the Republican Party.  

 
                           Photo: www.henry4school.fr 
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Using the information revealed by a secret source nicknamed Deep 

Throat, Bernstein and Woodward kept on digging and their columns revealed the 

frightening scale of the messy affair, unveiling even the fact that President 

Richard Nixon had a tape-recording system in his offices used to record the 

conversations in the Oval Office, his office in the Old Executive Office Building, 

the Cabinet Room, and Camp David, in order to use the recordings to his own 

benefit. 

The disclosures made by The Washington Post led to resignations. Trying 

to ease the pressure on Richard Nixon, at first two high officials of the 

government, H. R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman, stepped down. But it was not 

enough, as the cover-up operation clearly had failed, the pressure on the head of 

the government kept on mounting and the affair reached the Supreme Court. 

After some fiery legal battles and a resolution from the Senate Watergate 

Committee, based even on testimonies provided by former staff members, the 

Supreme Court decided that the President must hand out all the tapes to the 

investigators, which happened soon after. The recordings (known as the White 

House Tapes) revealed that Richard Nixon was deeply involved in the attempted 

cover-up, trying to use several federal officials in order to throw the investigators 

on a false track. 

 

 
                                      Photo: http://www.history.com 

 

As an impeachment in the House of Representatives and a conviction in 

the Senate were imminent, Nixon decided to quit office on August 9, 1974, 

becoming the first president in the history of the United States of America to 

resign. And as yet the only. In his resignation speech, Richard Nixon never 

admitted once to have been aware of the acts that intended to cover up the 
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Watergate affair and he claimed that he was well-intentioned throughout his 

entire mandate: "In all the decisions I have made in my public life, I have always 

tried to do what was best for the Nation. Throughout the long and difficult period 

of Watergate, I have felt it was my duty to persevere, to make every possible 

effort to complete the term of office to which you elected me. In the past few 

days, however, it has become evident to me that I no longer have a strong enough 

political base in the Congress to justify continuing that effort. (é) Sometimes I 

have succeeded and sometimes I have failed, but always I have taken heart from 

what Theodore Roosevelt once said about the man in the arena, 'whose face is 

marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes 

short again and again because there is not effort without error and shortcoming, 

but who does actually strive to do the deed, who knows the great enthusiasms, 

the great devotions... (é) When I first took the oath of office as President 5 1/2 

years ago, I made this sacred commitment, to 'consecrate my office, my energies, 

and all the wisdom I can summon to the cause of peace among nations'. I have 

done my very best in all the days since to be true to that pledge. As a result of 

these efforts, I am confident that the world is a safer place today, not only for the 

people of America but for the people of all nations. (é) As President, I must put 

the interest of America first. America needs a full-time President and a full-time 

Congress. To continue to fight through the months ahead for my personal 

vindication would almost totally absorb the time and attention of both the 

President and the Congress in a period when our entire focus should be on the 

great issues of peace abroad and prosperity without inflation at home. Therefore, 

I shall resign the Presidency effective at noon tomorrow".3 

 

 
Photo: http://www.slideshare.net 

                                                 
3 http://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboards/richard-cleggett/the-presidency-of-richard-nixon--

-nixon's-1974-resignation-speech 
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3. All the Presidentôs Men 

 
                                         Photo: https://www.moviefone.com 

 

The Watergate journalistic investigation was depicted first in the book the 

two protagonists decided to write in order to bring to light all the details of a 

political situation that shook America. Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward took 

the decision to put down the whole story when the famous actor Robert Redford 

revealed his intention of purchasing the film rights. So the book that describes 

the way in which Bernstein and Woodward conducted the investigation called 

"maybe the single greatest reporting effort of all time"4 by Gene Roberts, the 

former managing editor of The New York Times, was published in 1974. The 

name of the book comes from a rhyme about Humpty Dumpty ("All the king's 

horses and all the king's men / Couldn't put Humpty together again"), also used 

by Robert Penn Warren when he named his novel All the King's Men. The book 

reveals the events behind the columns the duo wrote for The Washington Post, 

giving details about some sources they used and who were not named in the 

articles (as an example, Hugh Sloan is for the first time revealed as source in the 

book). There are also described the secret meetings of Woodward with the 

mysterious source Deep Throat, whose real identity was not revealed until 2005: 

the then FBI Associate Director W. Mark Felt.  

The fast-paced narration of the book is assumed also by the 1976 

homonymous movie produced by Robert Redford and directed by Alan J. Pakula. 

The film evokes the fascinating story, recalled in the book, about the way Bob 

Woodward (Robert Redford) and Carl Bernstein (Dustin Hoffman) piece together 

the information they are able to get and how they managed to unravel the truth 

hidden behind the smoke screen created by the American officials. All the stages 

                                                 
4  Harris, Roy J., Jr., Pulitzer's Gold, Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2007, p. 233. 
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of the journalistic investigation, with all the breakthroughs and the backlashes, 

are artistically reenacted by a phenomenal cast under a skilled direction. Pakula 

uses a clinical approach in order to conduct the plot in a very detached manner, 

closer to the one used in the documentaries and docudramas. The story is driven 

calmly to the long awaited climax. After several meetings in which the 

mysterious source known as Deep Throat give no more than hints and 

suggestions, the informant decides to reveal Bob Woodward that H. R. Haldeman 

masterminded the Watergate break-in and cover-up and that the cover-up 

operation was intended not only to hide the link between the burglaries and the 

Committee for the Re-Election of the President, but to hide mainly the "covert 

operations" involving "the entire U.S. intelligence community". An extraordinary 

confession which comes with a warning: Woodward, Bernstein and everyone 

involved in this investigation are in great danger. The movie ends metaphorically 

with the two reporters frantically typing while Richard Nixon is taking the Oath 

of Office, for his second term as President of the United States, a term that he 

will not finish because of the words Bernstein and Woodward type at that very 

moment. 

Speaking about authenticity and artistic views, we must stress that the 

story relies on the book as the book relies on the real events. Not loosely, but with 

a significant deal of artistic liberty. As an example, the iconic line ñFollow the 

moneyò is used only in the movie, it does not appear in the book. The film focuses 

mostly on two reporters becoming sleuths, and not on the Watergate affair in 

itself, as Matthew Ehrlich observes: ñAll the Presidentôs Men is more about two 

reporters acting as detectives than the complex historical reality of Watergateò. 5 

On the other hand, Roger Ebert reproaches Pakula for concentrating more on the 

journalistic dimension of the story, and not on the human one, thus undermining 

the storytelling, a reproof that somehow comes in contradiction with Ehrilch and 

Rosenstoneôs assertions that the movies about journalism, All the Presidentôs 

Men included, are almost exclusively about personal relationships and not about 

the journalistic act in itself: ñAll the President's Men is truer to the craft of 

journalism than to the art of storytelling, and that's its problem. The movie is as 

accurate about the processes used by investigative reporters as we have any right 

to expect, and yet process finally overwhelms narrative - we're adrift in a sea of 

names, dates, telephone numbers, coincidences, lucky breaks, false leads, dogged 

footwork, denials, evasions, and sometimes even the truth. Just such thousands 

of details led up to Watergate and the Nixon resignation, yes, but the movie's 

more about the details than about their results. (é) All the President's Men 

doesn't dwell on the private lives of its characters, but it does have a nice touch 

with their professional lives, and especially with their relationships with editors. 

The Watergate story started as a local story, not a national one, and it was a 

continuing thorn in the side of the Post's prestigious national staff as Woodward 

                                                 
5 Ehrlich, Matthew C., Journalism in the Movies, University of Illinois Press, 2004, p.178 
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and Bernstein kept it as their ownò.6  

Maybe the critic is right and the storyline sometimes is difficult to 

comprehend because of the details revealed, although it does reflect the chaotic 

reality of a newspaper desk, but the lack of insight regarding the personal lives 

of the reporters is a perspective assumed by both the book and the movie. Alan 

J. Pakula doesnôt want to divert our attention from the main plot, he wants to 

assure that the audience follows the leads at the same time with the characters 

acting on the big screen. It is a sense of authenticity that makes us overlook the 

flaws of the script or of the direction. It is one of the things that make All the 

Presidentôs Men a great movie. A value judgment certified by the numerous 

awards and honors received by the film and its selection for preservation in the 

United States National Film Registry for being "culturally, historically, or 

aesthetically significant"7, as decided by the Library of Congress. 

 

4. Frost/Nixon 

 
                                                Photo: www.youtube.com 

 

Based on the famous Nixon Interviews from 1977, Frost/Nixon was 

originally a play written by the screenwriter and playwright Peter Morgan that 

was premiered in August 2006 at the Donmar Warehouse Theatre in London, 

starring Michael Sheen as David Frost and Frank Langella as Richard Nixon. 

Following the enthusiastic reception from public and critics alike, it was later 

played at the Gielgud Theatre in Londonôs West End, also with Sheen and 

Langella in the leading roles. In 2007, the play crossed the Atlantic and was 

presented on Broadway first, then in Chicago, Madison (Ohio) and Philadelphia.  

                                                 
6 http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/all-the-presidents-men-1976 
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_the_President's_Men_(film) 
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The success of the play in the United States of America made movie 

director Ron Howard propose turning the play into a film. Peter Morgan adapted 

the screenplay and at the end of 2008 the movie Frost/Nixon, starring the same 

Michael Sheen and Frank Langella, was released in both Great Britain and USA, 

receiving widely critical acclaim. The film describes the events taking place three 

years after Nixonôs resounding resignation. The former president had been away 

from the spotlight since he left the office and one of his collaborators thought that 

a series of televised interviews might restore Richard Nixonôs reputation, 

seriously affected by the Watergate scandal, and also earn him some money. The 

British journalist David Frost, who is presented as being in an rather unfortunate 

moment of his career at that moment, hosting a minor talk show in Australia, 

ceases the opportunity and signs a contract with the former American president, 

accepting Nixonôs $600.000 demand. A contract as a gamble for Frost, who is 

risking both his money and his career. Hence a true battle of minds begins, as 

Frost is trying harder and harder to make Nixon publicly admit that he was aware 

of the taping operations and the subsequent cover-up.  The first series of 

interviews were relatively easy for Nixon, as he avoided most controversial 

subjects and kept the reporter at a safe distance from his vulnerable points. That 

is why David Frost feels like he is losing the fight and starts a more rigorous 

research, helped by a heterogeneous group of collaborators led by James Reston 

Jr. After a string of errors and hesitations, Frost finally starts to score in the match 

and moves on to the controversies surrounding Watergate, trying in the light of 

newly discovered evidence to force his opponent confess about his probable 

wrongdoing.  

After a bizarre telephone conversation in the dead of night with an 

intoxicated Nixon, David Frost ambushes his interlocutor by presenting 

transcripts of a compromising conversation between Richard Nixon and Charles 

Colson. The crucial part of the dialogue is when the British journalist confronts 

Richard Nixon with the fact that actually a significant part of the White House 

Tapes are missing: ñWhat did Haldeman tell you during the eighteen and a half 

minute gap?ò. The former president is visibly caught off guard by Frost and 

subsequently becomes more and more nervous. And the interviewer is almost 

shocked to see his interlocutor crack and say ñWhen the President does it, that 

means it's not illegal!ò. Nixon confesses that he voluntarily impeached himself 

in 1974 and he made many bad judgments regarding Watergate, admitting that 

he let down the American people by patronizing an unethical operation that he 

does not consider to be a proper cover-up, as we can notice from the answer he 

gave in the original interview: ñI came to the edge ... Under the circumstances I 

would have to say that a reasonable person could call that a cover-up.  I didn't 

think of it as a cover-up.  I didn't intend it to cover-up. Let me say if I intended 

to cover-up, believe me I'd have done it.  Do you know how I could have done it, 

so easily?  I could have done it immediately after the election simply by giving 

clemency to everyone and the whole thing would have gone away. I couldn't do 
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that because I said clemency was wrong.  But now we come down to the key 

point and let me answer it in my own way.  How do I feel about the American 

people. Whether I should have resigned earlier.  Or what I should say to them 

now. Well, that forces me to rationalize now and give you a carefully prepared, 

cropped statement.  I didn't expect this question, frankly, though so I'm not going 

to give you that, but I could tell you this. (é) Yup, I let the American people 

down, and I have to carry that burden with me for the rest of my life.  My political 

life is over. I will never again have an opportunity to serve in any official position.  

Maybe I can give a little advice from time to timeò.8  

That is the climax of the movie, and Ron Howard builds the intensity and 

the tension with great skill, making the audience look at the confrontation as if it 

was not a reenactment but the actual interview taking place before their own eyes. 

This was mostly possible because of the remarkable performances of the two 

leading actors, as critic Roger Ebert emphasizes: ñFrank Langella and Michael 

Sheen do not attempt to mimic their characters, but to embody them. There's the 

usual settling-in period, common to all biopics about people we're familiar with, 

when we're comparing the real with the performance. Then that fades out and we 

become absorbed into the drama. Howard uses authentic locations (Nixon's house 

at San Clemente, Frost's original hotel suite), and there are period details, but the 

film really comes down to these two compelling intense performances, these two 

men with such deep needs entirely outside the subjects of the interviews. All we 

know about the real Frost and the real Nixon is almost beside the point. It all 

comes down to those two men in that room while the cameras are rollingò.9  

But not all the reviews were eulogistic. For example, the authenticity of 

the depiction was again a topic of debate for some critics who accused Peter 

Morgan and Ron Howard of distorting the reality. Elisabeth Drew thinks that 

there is more than that to be blamed, in her opinion there is also a matter of 

illegitimacy that makes the movie completely dishonest: ñItôs because of the 

enormously historical importance of that period that the film raises serious 

questions of its legitimacy. The filmôs plot is a contrivance; its telling is so riddled 

with departures from what actually happened as to be fundamentally dishonest; 

and its climactic moment is purely and simply a lie. Literary license in the name 

of drama or entertainment is one thing; the issue comes down to what one is 

taking license with, and the degree of license being takenò.10 

But the artistic liberty and the dramatic license are not to be blamed as 

long as they donôt change the facts beyond recognition in a biopic. Apart from 

the obvious flaws and inaccuracies of the movie, Morgan and Howard try to stick 

as closer as possible to authenticity and the essential parts of the story are not 

modified. They donôt sacrifice factualness, they just make some artistic twists 

                                                 
8 https://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Richard-Nixon-Apologizes-for-Watergate 
9 http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/frostnixon-2008 
10 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/elizabeth-drew/ifrostnixoni-a-dishonorab_b_150948.html 
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that can do no harm to authenticity, but can definitely add value to the artistic 

approach. And they manage to give a plausible closure to a major story that 

marked both politics and journalism. A performance for which the public (and 

the critics, why not) must feel grateful, and not offended.   
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Abstract 

The Eternal City was not only a world power, a gendarme of the ancient 

world for a long period of time, but also a power of communication. To increase 

its influence, ancient Rome made extensive use of communication techniques 

such as: manipulation, persuasion, and especially propaganda. We can say that 

Rome was the first laboratory of effective propaganda which obtained tangible 

results: Romanization. 

Roman propaganda followed several stages, depending on the political 

organization of the City of Seven Hills. Thus, during the Kingdom there was a kind 

of propaganda with mystical overtones, which ranked Rome as a kingdom of 

divine origin, and during the Republic, Roman propaganda became a state policy 

with theorists and practitioners. During the Roman Empire, propaganda reached its 

peak and managed to perfectly function throughout the world ruled by the Romans, 

while turning it into a Roman world through the impact of its persuasion. 

The Romans propagated their influence mainly through the army, 

therefore Romanization is primarily a military propaganda, words and deeds were 

transformed by the Romans in weapons meant to conquer the souls of the 

vanquished. So, propaganda has not only a Latin etymology, but also Roman 

practical application. 

Keywords: ancient Rome, communication techniques, ideology, 

influence, psychological war 

 

Introduction  

 Propaganda has a Latin etimology, therefore Rome can also assume the 

paternity of this complex process of communication. Although it refers to plants, 

the verb propago, -are=1. to multiply (by cuttings); 2. to increase, to stretch, to 

extend (GuἪu, 1993, p. 330) lies at the origin of the complex communication 

process of propaganda, actually a derivative from the passive future participle 

(Strechie, 2013, p. 138) propagandus, expressing necessity and being translated 

as ówhich has to be enlarged, multiplied, stretched, extendedô.  

 The Romans wanted to create a universal Roman society, and this was 

done by ñnationalizationò, since they had a theory of ñabsolute societyò. The aim 

of Rome was to create ñres communi omnesò (Gusti,1995, p. 4, p. 64, p. 45) 

(things common to everybody ï our transl.). This world society was Rome, which 

had to be propagated to the vanquished as the Eternal City. 

Like any communication process, Roman propaganda had its actors, the 
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most important were its soldiers, as ñwar creates the closest solidarity between 

all sons of the same fatherlandò (Ibidem:106). 

Besides actors, Roman propaganda had a well defined goal ï ña kind of 

organized and planned persuasion intended to influence and direct the opinionò 

(VlŁduἪescu, 2006, p. 245) of the Romans, but especially the public opinion of 

the non-Romans, who had to be Romanized. Roman public opinion developed in 

time, Republica being the most beautiful embodiment of it. The state representing 

the interests of the community by elected representatives, this was the revolution 

caused by the emergence of the Republic as a form of government, a participatory 

democracy of all Roman citizens by electing worthy representatives from among 

them. Therefore, Roman public opinion was the most drastic ñtribunal of public 

interestsò (Gusti D. 1995: 66). 

The propaganda of Rome became in time a state policy with its own 

ñgrammar of persuasionò which included: ñthe prestigeò of Rome, ñthe 

statementò that Rome was the best of all possible worlds, ñthe repetitionò that the 

Romans were chosen by the gods to rule the world and ñthe mental contagionò 

(Le Bon G. no year: 98) of all its subjects by integrating them into this world of 

all possibilities, through the Latin language and values, in other words through 

Romanization, the act of becoming Roman by embracing Roman values. 

The evolution of propaganda coincided with the evolution of Rome, with 

the three mandatory stages: 1. ñsymbolic propagandaò particularly evident during 

the Kingdom, when the Romans chose the god of Mars with all his symbols, as 

the father and model of the royal leader; 2. ñtactical propagandaò with power 

interests in the region, visible during the Republic when Rome slowly but surely 

built its empire and dismembered other empires with which it competed (the 

Punic Wars are part of this ñtactical propagandaò); 3. ñstrategic propagandaò 

(VlŁduἪescu, 2006, pp. 254-255) present during the Empire, inaugurated by 

Caesar, masterfully continued by Augustus, which led to the imposition of 

Roman interests worldwide, Pax Romana and Romanization being the 

masterpieces of this type of propaganda. 

Strategic as it was, it certainly had the support of the Roman army, which 

became the main agent of propaganda and politics, by its changing from an 

institution of force into an institution of political and military force. 

 

The symbols of Roman propaganda  

 Like any other propaganda, the Roman one used symbols. These symbols 

were almost the same from Kingdom to Empire, and others were added depending 

on the interests of Rome. The symbols of Roman propaganda were both physical 

(usually former totems or representations of divine attributes), and theoretical such 

as ideology transmitted through literary works and the personality cult. 

During the Kingdom, the symbols of Roman propaganda were the gods 

and the totems of the wolf and the eagle. ñHagiographyò (Hentea C. 2015:28-29) 

was fully used to make an ñimageò of the king. The first king, even if legendary, 
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Romulus, was the son of Mars, the god of war, and his mother was Rhea Silvia, 

a descendant of Aeneas, the son of Venus, the goddess of love. So the Romansô 

descent had a double divine seal, they were like the gods. 

Totems like the wolf and the eagle were symbols of power, later they 

became symbols of the Roman state, the wolf (Strechie M. 2014 a.: 292-299) 

(she-wolf) was a political symbol symbolizing the Roman state and the eagle was 

a military symbol, representing the Roman legions (whose fight flag was a 

stylized eagle) (Strechie, 2014 b., pp. 97-107). 

Rome was a myth and a goddess for the Romans of the Kingdom. This 

Roman myth was the expression of divine origin, invincibility nature and 

liberating vocation (VlŁduἪescu, 2006, p. 246; VlŁduἪescu & Ionescu, 2015). 

By this ñpower of evocationò the propaganda of royal Rome imposed a real 

ñideologyò and, at the same time, a political ñorganizationò (ArŁdŁvoaice Gh. Coord. 

1987: 247, 314) by the electoral reform, namely ñhe who defends the country rules itò. 

This is how the Latin collective mind was created, dominated by the awareness of the 

divine mission on earth, namely to Romanize the world. The Latin collective mind 

was fully and especially manifest in the Republic. During this period propaganda 

became for the Romans first of all ña way of spreading certain sympathies on behalf 

of certain goalsò (Hentea, 2002, p. 19), i.e. national, Roman objectives. 

The main republican values of the Roman mind which were propagated 

included ñthe cult of homeland, courage, virtue, devotion, dedication to the public 

goodò (VlŁduἪescu, 2006, p. 246), in other words res were publica for all Roman 

citizens. During the Republic, Romeôs main propagated ideals were related to 

cursus honorum. Now the personal merit dedicated to the Roman state was the 

most important. The Roman fundamental values were virtus, fides and pietas 

(Grimal, 1973), i.e. bravery, loyalty and respect for the sacred. Public offices 

were designed for the advancement of the state of Roman citizens, Res publica. 

A new mentality value emerged, that of homo novus, theorized by Cicero (Cicero 

M. T. 1903), himself such a man. Homo novus was a self-made man, a man of 

his own merit, dedicated to the Roman state. 

Republican propaganda used a sort of communication that ñwanted to 

influence the receiverò, populus Romanus, and wanted ña management of 

collective attitudes through the manipulation of significant symbolsò (Hentea C. 

2008: 386, 387). The main institutionalized and representative propaganda body 

was SPQR, i.e. Senatus populusque Romanus (The Senate and the Roman 

people) actually the Roman state, led by the elected representatives of the Roman 

citizens. The Senate was the parliament of Rome and also the supreme institution 

of Rome, which also detained and delegated its imperium to Roman magistrates. 

So, Rome made an internal propaganda by this ñinstitutionalized means of 

influencing individual and collective attitudes and behaviourò (Ibidem: 390), as 

well as an external propaganda by extending its imperium throughout its 

provinces, which significantly multiplied during the Republic. 

The values of propaganda multiply with the expansion of Roman rule in 



53 

the world, propaganda that made the object of literature, especially Caesarôs De 

Bello Gallico, considered ña masterpiece of propaganda literatureò (Hentea C. 

2002:40), propaganda addressing Roman citizens, therefore internal, but also of 

ñintegrationò (Ibidem: 21). Propagandaôs means change with the great politician 

and brilliant strategist Caesar. As he makes a real ñimagology warò primarily 

intended for the Roman citizens through ñdeliberate and concrete action carried 

out in time of peace or war to impose a public imageò (Ibidem: 30). So, he uses 

the victory against the Gauls as the glory of the Roman state which brought him 

perpetual glory, spreading among the Roman citizens ñsympathies on behalf of 

goalsò (Ibidem: 19). By the parade of the victorious troops with all their spoils 

before the Roman citizens, Caesar, even if he had crossed the Rubicon and begun 

a new civil war, created a new ñcountry brandò, i.e. ñthose intangible values of 

the countryò (Hentea C. 2015:32). The values of the country brand of Rome were 

the superiority of its institutions, its language, army, light and model for the 

barbarians. These Roman values were visible especially by ñthe demonstration 

of forceò, ñan ostentatious public manifestation of the potential as a military 

forceò (Ibidem:68) that Caesar had on behalf of populus Romanus. 

Roman republican propaganda has not only practitioners like Caesar, but 

also theorists like Cicero, who gave Roman propaganda its theoretical side, 

namely oratory. In Ciceroôs view, highlighted in his work, De oratore, the great 

scholar said that ñAn orator should be required the sharpness of a logicianôs 

mind, the thinking of a philosopher, the expression similar to that of a poet, the 

memory of a legal expert, the voice of a tragedian and, I would say, the gestures 

of a famous actor. Therefore, there is nothing rarer in this world than a perfect 

oratorò (GuἪu Gh. ed. 1973 paragraph translated from De oratore, I, 28, 128:31). 

This was Cicero, the orator, and the perfect propagandist, the one who could 

impress and managed to change the attitude and determine the behaviour of the 

Roman citizens. Moreover, Cicero identifies several types of making propaganda 

by the art of words, thus identifying three oratorical genres, genera dicendi: the 

sublime genre, the simple genre and the medium genre. Orators of the first 

category have a pompous speech, vast and deep ideas, majestic expression, they 

are vehement, various, abundant, strong, possessing all the qualities to move the 

spirits and to delight them. The second category includes simple, sharp orators, 

clearing issues within a limited framework, they are not vast in speech, using a 

sober, focused and careful style. Orators belonging to the last category 

distinguish themselves by practising a temperate, equal, fluent, discreet style in 

the use of arguments, without the excess of subtlety of some or the fervour of 

others (Ibidem paragraph translated from De optimo genere oratorum: 46.). 

By the effects of oratory on the Romans, the great man of culture, Cicero, 

also theorizes such manipulation techniques as: ñthinking, behaviour, feelingsò 

(Ficeac B. 20065: 115; BuἨu & Teodorescu, 2016). For all these could be 

influenced by the art of words that Cicero mastered. 

During the Empire, from Augustus, Roman propaganda begins to have an 
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ideology through the Aeneid of Virgil. This ideology was primarily a military one 

(Strechie M. 2015: in print). Like any ideology, the Roman one had ñcontext, 

interests, strategiesò (ArŁdŁvoaice Gh. coord. 1987: 71-72.). The context of the 

propaganda-ideology of the Roman Empire with Augustus was orbis terrarum (the 

entire world), the interests of Rome were the organization of orbis after the model of 

Rome (there were also slogans for these interests such as Roma Victor ï victorious 

Rome, Ubi bene ibi patria ï Homeland is where it is good, Pax Romana ï Roman 

peace), and the strategies were conceived and put into practice by the Roman army 

(in particular by granting Roman citizenship to provincials who fought for Rome, 

for them and for their families; recruitment into the basic institution of Rome was 

the best strategy to propagate/multiply Roman ideals and rights worldwide). 

We can say that the Empire transformed propaganda in state politics, as 

well as an institution of psychological warfare, for Rome conquered not only 

territories, but also the conscience of people. There were real ñpublic relations 

campaignsò by the Roman entertainment industry, by recruiting among the ranks 

of the armed forces the most effective elements of the provinces, by the symbols 

of Roman power, by cultural works. 

In the 1st century BC and 1st century AD, the classics of Latin literature 

created for Rome. All the great men of culture of Rome founded the Roman 

ideology consisting of ñinformation, theories, values, strategies for action, 

awarenessò (Ibidem:77-83). Lyrics such as the Aeneid, which traced the fate of 

the Roman to be a universal gendarme, make a cultured propaganda out of the 

Roman propaganda. 

The Roman Imperium becomes universal, therefore the title of the Roman 

leader and his cult represented a link of propaganda. Besides IMPERATOR, 

(originally, the military rank of general) CAESAR (initiator of the imperial 

governance) there appears the title of DIVUS (the one like the gods). This very 

title of DIVUS is the most powerful symbol that the propaganda of Imperial 

Rome worked with. If during the Kingdom and the Republic, Rome made 

propaganda especially for its citizens, during the Empire it made the propaganda 

of its citizens for the whole conquered world. 

 

The purpose of Roman propaganda 

The purpose of Roman propaganda was Romanization. In addition to a 

complex cultural process, Romanization was a genuine ñwar of meaningsò won 

by ñoperations for the purpose of influencingò (Hentea C. 2015: 229, 106) that 

changed the behaviour of the defeated, from barbarians into Romanized people, 

in other words, like the Romans. Therefore, many expressions like ñWhen in 

Rome, do as the Romans doò or ñAll roads lead to Romeò best reflected this 

Roman successful propaganda. The previously barbarian world became, 

consciously, Roman by embracing Roman values and a new consciousness, the 

most desirable purpose of propaganda of all times. 
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Conclusions 

Ancient Rome was not by chance a world power. It knew not only how to 

obtain control of the world (through military, economic, psychological 

operations), but also how to maintain and organize its power through a complex 

system of institutions, techniques and relations. The most important of them, 

through their psychological effects, were the means of communication. By these 

means of communication Rome was able to propagate its ideals, values, ideas 

and interests. Rome was a power of communication and a power through 

communication. It brilliantly implemented concepts that today we consider 

modern and post-modern such as propaganda, manipulation, disinformation, 

psychological warfare, psychological operations. 

In the field of propaganda, Rome surpassed whatever had been previously 

created by China and Persia. The City of Seven Hills made of propaganda a 

genuine institution serving the state and its interests, an institution with actors, 

strategies and goals. 

Rome conquered the world not only physically, but also emotionally, 

changing the will of many barbarian nations, persuading them to become Romans 

by their behaviour, attitudes, will, in other words the Romans also fought the 

mind of the defeated nations, while successfully practising ñoperations for the 

purpose of influencingò. The real masterpiece of their propaganda was 

Romanization, a process so far unmatched by any other power, though many 

declared themselves the second or the third Rome.  
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Abstract 

Usually, a crime implies the coexistence of two parts: the offender and 

the victim. If most studies deal with researches on the offenderôs behaviour after 

having committed the crime, the present article aims at analysing the perspectives 

that the aggrieved party has. We will display one alternative of the legal dispute, 

e.g. mediation, which can be also transposed, in practice, to criminal acts, indeed 

under certain conditions. At the same time, the probation services are designed 

in such a way that they should also address the victim of a crime. This person 

should be supported in overcoming the crisis period after having borne the 

consequences of a crime.  

Keywords: victim, mediation, probation 

 

1.The legislative plan concerning victim protection  

In the new Romanian Criminal Procedure Code, the victim (or the 

aggrieved party) is approached in a whole new article ï art. 81, which passes in 

review his/her rights: the right to see the case file, the right to be communicated 

the stage of the criminal prosecution, the right to be heard, the right to suggest 

measures of inquiry etc. 

The old regulation used to mention that the victim could be heard as a 

witness, unless he/she became a civil party in the lawsuit or if he/she did not 

participate in the lawsuit as the aggrieved party. by special legislation ï the law 

211/2004, a legal regime for protecting the victims of crimes was established. 

In this respect, some protective measures have been introduced, as well 

as psychological counselling, free legal assistance and financial compensations 

coming from the state. As a matter of principle, public authorities in collaboration 

with non-governmental organizations set up public information campaigns over 

these rights. The state ensures the permanent functioning of a telephone line 

available for denouncing various abuses. If from a telephone conversation it 

results that the victim is in danger, they will automatically inform the police unit. 

In another train of thoughts, the restorative justice is a new solution for 

the romanian criminal policy. By means of the law no 192/2006 on mediation 

and the organization of the profession of mediator, there have been determined a 

few principles that govern the mediation of penal cases (art. 67-70).  

For instance, the partiesô reconciliation can make up the object of 

mediation, but only regarding certain crimes. This type of criminal proceedings 
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closure (art. 231 of the new Criminal Code) has been extended over to crimes 

which in the past used to be under the stateôs exclusive power: the theft (under 

certain ways of committing). The old provisions did not allow the closure of 

criminal proceedings (exercised only by the state) even if the aggrieved party did 

not have any claim. Such subsequently-found regulation deficiencies have been 

eliminated: ñbasic penalties are not doubled any further by alternative sanctions, 

while some texts that describe the crimes and map out the limits of the penalties 

display a certain inflexibility, situation which makes them too less functional and 

sometimes inadequate to specific casesò (Danes 2002). 

The inclusion of art. 16, par. 1, letter g into the new criminal procedure 

code refers to extrajudicial mediation. Before the aggrieved party formulates the 

preliminary complaint, one may try the reconciliation of the conflict. This 

possibility comes as an alternative to exercising criminal action. According to 

art. 312, par. 3 and art. 367, par. 3 of the new Criminal procedure code, criminal 

prosecution and, respectively, the trial of the case can be suspended for a period 

of maximum 3 months, after the respective parties have signed the mediation 

contract. This period of time is believed to be enough for trying to amicably settle 

down the criminal conflict. (Gorea and Costin 2009).  

The conclusion of an agreement for guilt acknowledgement between the 

defendant and the prosecutor, by means of an authorised mediator, is a principle 

established in art. 472-482 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The involvement of 

a mediator in this case is not banned by any legal text and the statement of reasons 

of the new Criminal procedure code is in agreement with it. (Dana 2010). 

Nevertheless, this agreement will also have to be analysed by a court of law, 

taking into account that in this manner the prosecutorôs risk of transforming into 

a judge will be avoided. According to the 126 article of the Constitution, justice 

can be attained only by courts of law. If a victim was involved in the crime, the 

issue of protecting his/her rights will determine a greater care for investigating 

the ñtransactionò between the prosecutor and the defendant, even if the aggrieved 

party has withdrawn his/her claim or has reconciled with the law breaker. (see 

the article 248 of new Criminal Procedure Code and Decision nr. 235/7.04.2015 

of the Constitutional Court).  

The compensation for the caused damage and the delinquentôs 

accountability define restorative justice. The classical penalty used to imply the 

offenderôs passive attitude which was limited to ñdigestingò the sanction of a 

punitive nature. Mediation removes the existing risk within a legal dispute, e.g. 

one party will not receive the anticipated Court resolution. At this point, the 

parties will attain their interests, as a result of a reciprocal concession facilitated 

by a mediation specialist.  

In addition, the society is exempted from the expenses with the 

management of the public services of justice (the trial and the enforcement of the 

sentence) and, in a relatively short period of time, it will return to its necessary 

previous balance as a result of having settled down or avoided the conflict. 
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2.Therapeutic means dedicated to the victim of a crime   

ñIf at a certain point in time the emphasis was laid on the delinquentôs 

resocialization as object of public solicitude, nowadays it is very outstanding the 

interest for diminishing the consequences of a crime over the victimsò (Bocancea 

and Neamtu 1999) 

The victim has certain needs and expectations that can be intercepted as 

immediate needs (to be heard, to be treated with respect, without labelling and 

preconceptions, to be recognised as the victim, the need for security, discretion 

etc.) and long-term needs (the need to have his/her case solved, the need to be 

protected from repeated victimisation, the need for a status in the criminal 

system). (Butoi, et al. 2004). 

The criminal offence leads to the appearance of at least two categories of 

consequences related to the victim. 

The first category is represented by the physical and financial impact. 

Simply putting it, the physical prejudice implies the victim of a brutality, while 

de financial one appears in the case of an action against his/her assets. In fact, the 

physical prejudice experienced by the victim usually determines also a 

psychological prejudice. This can have a direct impact over himself/herself (the 

diminishing or lack of the victimôs self-esteem) or over the others (the image of 

the criminal offence creates a permanent pressure on the victim, which will 

trigger aggression as a form of reaction towards the offender). Sometimes, the 

victimôs reaction can seem disproportionate as compared with the initial act of 

the delinquent (in such a way that the victim transforms into aggressor) or 

influences other peopleôs perception of the victim (the social support network can 

become inactive when the victim is apparently indifferent to the respective 

situation; his/her life partner cannot accept the idea that the victim will remain 

with a certain permanent invalidity ï without an organ or deprived from a sense, 

especially when it concerns his/her face aspect; people from the victimôs external 

environment can easily detect his/her flaws, by applying labels, and the victimôs 

reaction will be one of revolt). (Birch and Hayward 1999). 

The second negative consequence of the offence over the victim, e.g. 

psychological trauma, comprises several stages: 

a) Initial violent reaction performed under a state of shock, when a mixture 

of feelings takes place: disbelief, dismay, anger, frustration. Frustration 

can cause excessive aggression and, implicitly, delinquent behaviour. The 

initial criminal legal enterprise will be doubled, concerning the second 

offence, the parties switching their procedural qualities. (Sdorow 1993); 

b) The disorganization period when the following feelings emerge: confused 

ideas, nightmares, depression, anxiety, loss of self-esteem, loss of 

confidence in the loved-ones, the disappearance of the purpose of life; 

c) The period of reconstruction, of accepting life as it is and the 

circumstances of having suffered the offence, when the victim starts to 

adapt (coping strategies). The victim becomes objective and assesses 
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his/her own resources necessary for going through this period. (Eysenck 

and Keane 1995); 

d) The cognitive restructuring period when the victim re-evaluates the 

content of the event that caused him/her the trauma, with the possibility 

of repositioning his/her values and attitudes (Groza 2006). 

During this last stage of the physical shock caused by the offence, the 

victim can have a positive attitude, finding his/her own explanations regarding 

the etymology of the suffered crime. The offence is regarded as a life experience, 

the victim will take a series of precautionary and self-protective measures, further 

on in life. There is also the situation in which the victim gives a distorted 

definition to the crime whose passive subject he/she was, ending up in resigning, 

without understanding the reasons why the incident had happened and, above all, 

the reasons why the things had happened as they did. The failure in this situation 

can be blamed both on the individualôs particularities, as well as on the 

dysfunctionalities of the intervention system conceived by the state. 

The risk of losing control over the victimised individual, this person 

giving up to any kind of individual or group therapy programme, to getting in 

contact with basic groups: family, friends, neighbours when in a short period of 

time he/she has to go through a ñsecond victimisationò. 

The sources of this new trauma are represented basically by the legal 

authorities that he/she comes into contact with and whose profile is regularly very 

authoritarian, because they are part of a repressive system which imposes 

penalties (police, prosecutor, judge). 

Medical and social institutions have a particular impact; they are involved 

in the period immediately after the commitment of the offence, managing the 

crisis moment. If the people assigned with attributions required by law to assess, 

monitor and have medical, psychological and social procedures performed in 

support of the victim display a superficial attitude, or even worse, an attitude of 

blaming the victim, the result is on the understanding. Recently, even mass-media 

can influence the victimôs post-delinquent behaviour. Obtaining information and 

pictures at any cost is to the detriment of the victimôs right to private life. A 

specific victim typology is represented by the abused under-aged girl, when we 

are talking about rapes, sexual acts involving minors, sexual corruption. We can 

identify certain particular factors favouring the appearance of the crime: the 

temporary or permanent absence of their own mothers, early puberty and, last but 

not least, the ñsocial stock of knowledgeò. (Vicovan  2012)  

The interaction between the victimsô stock of knowledge ï under-aged 

mothers ï and the effects that they can generate describes the term of ñsocial 

construction of social support and social assistanceò (Payne 2011). In these cases 

it is dealt with the appearance of some delinquent acts (the rapist) as a result of 

some deviant types of behaviour (the under-aged girl who will become a mother). 

The intervention methods for overcoming the trauma will be long-termed and the 

respective specialists will come from probation services, as well as from general 
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directorates of social assistance and child protection. The specific protection 

measures that might be taken concern, this time, two minors: the under-aged 

mother and her new-born. From a psychological point of view, the therapy will 

be extremely complicated and complex while, from a legal viewpoint, an 

extremely important issue arises: can someone order the separation between a 

minor mother and her new-born in virtue of the minorôs superior interest? 

 

3.The intervention of probation services ï relevant statistical data 

The internal legislation initiates only formal aspects, but future 

regulations should also comprise some dispositions related to presenting the 

changes of the victimôs psychological profile, as they are felt by him/her. ñWe 

signal in the United States an approach centred on the victim, by providing a 

separate chapter in the lawsuit, which can record the victimôs declaration over 

the personal influence that the offence had over him/her (victim impact 

statements-vis). In this respect, the probation departments are involved in helping 

victims offer information on the negative effects imprinted to their conduitò 

(Abraham, et al. 2001). Unfortunately, at the Romanian probation services level, 

it is observed a descending trend concerning the support offered to the victims of 

a crime, tossing aside the limited character of the objectives set by law in this 

area of activity. Thus, nowadays, psychological counselling and other forms of 

assistance addressed to the victim barely exist if we are to make reference to the 

officially-reported statistical data (2010: 74 people, 2011: 43 people, 2012: 67 

people, 2013: 15 people, and in 2014: 2 persons). Not only that the number of 

assisted victims has drastically declined, but also their distribution at a national 

level. If in 2013 there were 11 centres which offered these kinds of services, in 

2014 only two counties were registered with such beneficiaries (Ministry of 

Justice 2016). 

 

4.Conclusions 

Although at a hypothetical level, the victim of a crime can dispose of the 

means provided by the legislation in force, in reality, the support provided to this 

person is quite limited. The novelties brought by the mediation institution allow 

the reassessment of his/her status. We must alarm the authorities concerning 

probation. Here, the prisonerôs assistance and counselling prevail, although the 

crimes for which the prisoner can execute his/her penalty in liberty imply most 

often a victim (theft, common assault, manslaughter as a result of a traffic 

accident etc.). The reality is in this case expressed by the statistical data to which 

we have made reference throughout the present article. The premises for 

developing support means dedicated to the victims of crimes are thus created, 

although there are many things which need to be corrected, first of all at a 

regulation level and then at an administrative- bureaucratic level. 
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Abstract 

The causes which may lead to the termination of an agency contract are 

regulated by the provisions of the New Civil Code and they refer both to the 

duration of the agency contract and to the successive execution thereof. Such 

cases include: expiration of the contract, unilateral denunciation and cancellation 

of the contract. This study also consists of an analysis of the causes for the 

termination of an agency contract according to the International Agency Contract 

drawn by the International Chamber of Commerce in Paris.  

 Key words: Agency contract; agent; principal 

 

1. Introductory considerations  

According to Article 2072 of the Civil Code, by the agency contract the 

principal steadfastly empowers the agent either to negotiate or both to negotiate 

and conclude contracts, on behalf and on the account of the principal, against 

remuneration, in one or more specified regions. It should be noted that at 

Community level, the agency contract has been regulated as a sui generis contract 

along with the adoption of the Council Directive from the 18th of December 1986 

on the coordination of the laws of the Member States relating to self-employed 

commercial agents, 86/653/EEC. In Romanian law, the agency contract has 

gained its own configuration by the adoption of Law no. 509/2002 on permanent 

commercial agents11, which was repealed by Law no. 71/2011 on the 

implementation of Law no. 287/2009 on the Civil Code12.  

Currently, the agency contract is regulated by Article 2072-2095 of the 

Civil Code. Article 2095 of the Civil Code states that these provisions are 

complementary, to the extent that they are compatible, with those on the 

commission contract (if the agent was given only the empowerment to act on the 

account of the principal, and not on its behalf) or with those on the contract of 

mandate with representation (if the agent was given power of representation).  

The agency contract involves an act of empowerment of the principal by 

the agent, which may be with representation (in which case the contract is similar 

                                                 
11  Published in the Official Journal, Part I, no. 581, from the 6th of August 2002.  
12  Published in the Official Journal no. 409, from the 10th of June 2011.  
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to the mandate with representation) or without representation (in which case the 

contract is similar to the commission contract). But the agency contract has 

certain specific elements, which differentiate it both from the contract of mandate 

with representation and the commission contract:  

a) The possibility that the mandate be given with or without representation;  

b) The fact that the agentôs activity is remunerated; according to Article 

2073 paragraph (1) subparagraph c) of the Civil Code, the agency contract is not 

applicable to situations where the agent carries out an unpaid activity;  

c) The agent, who shall be an independent intermediary;  

d) The stability of the relationship between principal and agent; the 

empowerment given to the agent is not one for a single act, but a steady 

empowerment for the negotiation or conclusion of several acts;  

e) The empowerment is given for a specified area, for one or more 

specified regions (Leaua 2012, 106).  

In Romanian law, the causes for termination of the agency contract take 

into account both the duration of the agency contract and the successive execution 

thereof. These causes are: expiration of the duration of the contract; unilateral 

denunciation of the contract, and its cancellation.  

 

2. Expiration of the duration of the agency contract  

If the agency contract was concluded for a fixed term, it shall be 

terminated on the date of expiration of the period set within the contract 

(CŁrpenaru 2014, 579).  

An agency contract concluded for a fixed term, which continues to be 

executed by the parties after the expiration of the period, shall be deemed 

extended for an indefinite period (Article 2088 of the Civil Code).  

The extension of the duration of the agency contract operates ex lege.  

 

3. Unilateral denunciation of the agency contract  

An agency contract concluded for an indefinite period may be unilaterally 

denounced by either party, by notice required.  

Agency contracts concluded for a fixed term, like the contracts which 

were converted into contracts for an indefinite period may also be terminated by 

unilateral denunciation if they contain a special clause to that effect.  

As a general rule, the termination of the agency contract by unilateral 

denunciation must be accompanied by a period of notice.  

By way of exception, the agency contract may be denounced without 

notice in the cases specified in Article 2090 of the Civil Code.  

Duration of the period of notice is of at least a month for the first year of 

contract, according to Article 2089 paragraph (3) of the Civil Code. If the 

duration of the contract is longer than one year, the minimum period of notice 

shall be increased by one month for each additional year begun, the maximum 

duration of the period being of 6 months. Thus, if it is unilaterally denounced a 



65 

contract executed by the parties for one year and two months, the duration of the 

period of notice shall be at least of two months. It is worth mentioning that the 

parties may establish a period of notice longer than two months, but which cannot 

exceed six months.  

The periods of notice cannot be shorter than those stipulated by law. By the 

agency contract, there cannot be established for the agent periods of notice longer 

than those established for the principal. Per a contrario, there can be established 

for the principal notice periods longer than those imposed to the agent.  

According to Article 2089 paragraph (6) of the Civil Code, unless 

otherwise agreed by the parties, the period of notice expires at the end of a 

calendar month. Thus, if a period of notice is of 3 months and starts on the 5th of 

June, it ends on the 30th of September. The parties may agree a different time of 

expiration of the period, provided that they do not affect its duration. The period 

established by months ending on the corresponding day of the last month, in the 

example given on the 5th of September, the parties cannot provide a method of 

calculation according to which the period would end before that date.  

In the case of an agency contract for a fixed term which is extended for 

an indefinite period it is taken into account the whole contract period, namely 

both the fixed term and the period during which it is concluded for an indefinite 

period, according to Article 2089 paragraph (7) of the Civil Code.  

Article 2090 paragraph (1) of the Civil Code provides a special case of 

unilateral denunciation of the agency contract: the agency contract may be 

denounced without notice by either party, with the compensation for the damages 

caused to the other party, when exceptional circumstances, other than force 

majeure or unforeseeable circumstances, make it impossible to continue the 

collaboration between principal and agent. In this case, the agency contract is 

terminated upon the receipt of written notification of intent to denounce, without 

the need to show the reasons which led to the denunciation. The party who 

unilaterally denounced the contract is obliged to compensate for the damages 

suffered by the other contracting party (CŁrpenaru 2014, 580). 

The Romanian legal system did not know the concept of ñexceptional 

circumstancesò until the emergence of the agency contract legislation, a concept 

rooted in the doctrine of frustration of contract existing in British law (Dogaru 

2015, 248). According to it, if an event which does not meet the conditions of 

force majeure or unforeseeable circumstances occurs after the parties signed the 

contract and without being able to reproach them with any fault, preventing the 

implementation or the execution of the convention in relation to clauses or issues 

originally stipulated, the contract may be denounced.  

It is worth mentioning that between both legal systems there are important 

differences: in Britain, the party which does not execute its obligations is not 

liable, while in Romanian law, if one of the subjects of the legal relationship 

unilaterally denounces the contract according to exceptional circumstances, it 

must compensate for the damage thus caused to the other party.  
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On the other hand, in Romanian law, legal liability is based on the concept 

of fault. But, in contradiction to this principle, the exceptional circumstances 

provided by Article 2090 of the Civil Code are likely to bind the liability of the 

party which denounces the contract based on them, without being any form of 

guilt in that situation.  

This aspect is an additional argument in support of the idea that the 

exceptional circumstances described in Article 2090 paragraph (1) of the Civil 

Code are incompatible with the general principles of contractual liability of the 

Romanian legal system (Dogaru 2014, 249).  

 

4. Cancellation of the agency contract = 

A contract may be cancelled due to violation of essential obligations 

assumed by the parties. The conditions under which cancellation may occur are 

the following:  

- a) One of the parties did not execute its contractual obligations.  

In terms of cancellation the provisions of Article 1551 of the Civil Code 

which provides that ñIn the case of contracts with successive execution, the 

creditor is entitled to cancellation, even if the failure to execute is insignificant, 

but is repeated.ò In other words, in terms of cancellation, a failure to execute, 

seemingly insignificant, if it is repeated, it becomes ñsignificantò and therefore 

could lead to cancellation (OglindŁ 2012, 445);  

- b) The failure to execute shall be attributable to the party who has not 

met its obligations;  

- c) The debtor of the non-executed obligation had been sent a payment 

default notice, as provided by law.  

Thus, according to Article 2092 subparagraph a) of the Civil Code, the 

principal cancels the contract due to breach of its obligations by the agent. 

Similarly, Article 2093 subparagraph b) of the Civil Code states that: ñAn agency 

contract is cancelled as a result of the principalôs faultò.  

Upon cancellation of the agency contract, it is not required to send a 

payment default notice, this institution intervening ñwithout noticeò, and the 

parties being sent by right a payment default notice, under the law.   

There are authors (Schiau 2009, 474) who consider that cancellation shall 

have a judicial character if the agency contract does not contain any stipulation 

to the contrary. We cannot agree with this opinion. Cancellation implies the 

existence of a contractual fault of one party which is determined by the court by 

a judgment.  

 

5. Causes for the termination of an agency contract according to the 

model contract (International Agency Contract) drawn by the International 

Chamber of Commerce in Paris (Publication ICC 644/2002, second edition) 

Internationally, the practical utility of the analyzed contract caused the 

systematization of the usage developed by professionals in this field, by drawing 
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up by the International Chamber of Commerce in Paris of a model agency 

contract ï ICC International Agency Contract, ICC Publication no. 644-2000 

(Baias, Chelaru, Constantinovici Ἠi Macovei 2012, 2073).  

According to the publication, the agency contract is terminated in the 

following circumstances: A. Expiry of the contract; B. Unilateral denunciation of 

the contract; C. Cancellation of the contract.  

 

A. Expiry of the contract. For the purposes of Article 18 B. of the 

Publication, the expiry of the contract is a cause for the termination of the 

convention only if the agreement between principal and agent was concluded for 

a fixed term. According to usage, the subjects of the contract shall provide for 

the automatic extension of the convention if any of them fails to send to the other 

a written notice of termination of the contract. This extension is usually done for 

successive periods of one year.  

Notifications must be sent by means ensuring even the proof and date of 

receipt. According to the commercial practices in the field, notifications must be 

sent at least four months before the expiry of the contract. The period of notice is 

of six months, if the contract was executed over a period of five years.  

 

B. Unilateral denunciation of the contract. Unilateral denunciation 

takes effect as regards the termination of the contract only if it is based on a 

written notification, sent by a means ensuring even the proof of receipt. The 

period of notice is of four months before the date of termination of the contract 

and if the contract lasted for five years, the period of notice is of six months. 

Unilateral denunciation applies to contracts concluded for an indefinite period. 

Unlike this regulation, Article 2089 paragraph (2) of the Civil Code provides the 

possibility of early unilateral denunciation of the agency contract for a fixed term 

which provides a special clause to that effect. This clause for the termination of 

the contract also applies to agency contracts concluded for a fixed term, 

converted into contracts for an indefinite period.  

 

C. Cancellation of the contract. According to Article 20 of the 

Publication, the situations which give rise to cancellation are:   

i) Substantial breach by one of the parties to the convention of its 

contractual obligations. Substantial breach refers to the total or partial failure to 

execute the contractual obligations by one party, while the other party is 

substantially deprived as regards the aspects to which it was entitled to expect if 

the contract had been implemented;  

ii)  Production or occurrence of some exceptional circumstances justifying 

the termination of the contract. These circumstances include: state of default of 

payment or bankruptcy, loss of capacity to execute the contract by one party, etc. 

The emergence of exceptional circumstances makes it unreasonable for one party 

to claim to the other party to continue to be liable under the contract.  
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However, the subjects of the agency contract may agree by contract to 

strictly specify the causes or the elements they consider to be exceptional 

circumstances (loss of property, change of management, loss or failure to obtain 

necessary licences etc).  

In the situation of the occurrence of the causes leading to cancellation, the 

contract is immediately terminated. Therefore, there is no need to deliver a 

judgment or an arbitration decision. In this situation, there is no longer required 

the period of notice of four (six) months.  

In order to operate the cancellation, the party invoking it must notify it to 

the other party in writing and with the proof of the date of receipt of such 

notification.  

Therefore, according to the Publication, the cancellation does not imply 

only the existence of a contractual fault (failure to execute obligations) from one 

of the parties, but also the emergence of exceptional circumstances mentioned, 

which do not imply the existence of a form of guilt in the development of 

contractual relationships.  

Cancellation of the contract takes effect even if it is subsequently proved 

that the party invoking it was wrong. However, this party can be obliged to pay 

compensation for the damage caused to its co-contractor as a result of improper 

cancellation of the convention. The amount of compensation is equal to the 

average commission that the agent would have charged for the period that would 

have remained until the end of the contract. The exception is represented by the 

case in which the injured party proves a higher value of the damage.  

For the purposes of Article 20.6 of the Publication, compensation may be 

cumulated including with the allowance to which the agent is entitled along with 

the termination of the contract.  

 

6. Indemnities  

Article 17, paragraph (1) of the Council Directive from the 18th of 

December 1986 on the coordination of the laws of the Member States relating to 

self-employed commercial agents (86/653/EEC) provides that after the expiry of 

the contract, the commercial agent is entitled to an indemnity according to 

paragraph (2) or to compensation for damage according to paragraph (3). There 

are authors (Slorach and Ellis 2007, 380) who consider that this regulation has 

enabled the Member States of the European Community to proceed to the choice 

between two alternatives with regard to compensation, namely: indemnity, if the 

agent has effectively contributed to developing the business of the person 

represented by him/her and compensation, if the agent has suffered damage 

following the termination of contractual agency relationship.  

In Romanian law, Article 22, paragraph (3) of Law no. 509/2002 and 

Article 2091 paragraph (3) of the Civil Code provide that granting indemnity 

does not affect the agentôs right to claim compensation, under the law.   

At the termination of the agency contract, according to Article 2091 of 
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the Civil Code, the agent is entitled to receive indemnity from the principal if 

he/she gained new customers for the principal or significantly increased the 

volume of operations with the existing customers, and the principal still gets 

substantial benefits from the operations with these customers.  

According to the same article, the payment of such indemnity must be 

equitable, based on concrete circumstances, on the commissions that the agent 

should have received from the operations concluded by the principal with the 

customers in question, and also on the possible restriction of the agentôs 

professional activity due to the insertion of the non-competition clause in the 

agency contract.  

The amount of the indemnity (compensation) cannot be higher than the 

equivalent of the amount of an annual remuneration, calculated based on the 

annual average of remunerations received by the agent during the last five years 

of the contract; if the duration of the contract is less than 5 years, the annual 

remuneration is calculated based on the income earned in those years (Ene 2001, 

38).  

According to Article 2094, paragraph (4) of the Civil Code, the right to 

indemnity is also recognized by law upon termination of the agency contract 

following the agentôs death. However, according to Article 2094, paragraph (5) 

of the Civil Code, the right to indemnity is extinguished if the agent or its heir 

does not send the principal a payment default notice as regards the payment of 

indemnity, within one year from the date of termination of the agency contract.  

The concept of ñtermination of contractual relationshipsò is broadly 

understood by the legislator, as encompassing not only the unilateral cancellation 

of the contract for an indefinite period, but also the non-renewal of a contract for 

a fixed term or even events affecting the agent, such as its age, invalidity or 

disease, its death, etc. (Stancu 2007, 17). 

As an exception to the rule provided in Article 2091 of the Civil Code, 

the agent is not entitled to indemnity in the following circumstances:  

- the contract is cancelled by the principal due to the agentôs breach of its 

obligations; 

- the agent unilaterally denounces the contract, excluding cases of 

denunciation because of the agentôs age, invalidity or disease, which prevent the 

agentôs further activity;  

- in the case of transfer of the agency contract by replacing the agent with 

a third party; 

- unless otherwise agreed by the parties to the agency contract, in the case 

of novation of this contract, by replacing the agent with a third party.  

There shall be no waiver to the detriment of the agentôs interests from the 

provisions governing the entitlement to indemnity before termination of the 

agency contract, according to Article 2094 of the Civil Code, any contrary clause 

shall be considered as unwritten.  
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7. Compensation  

As mentioned above, according to Article 2091, paragraph (3) of the Civil 

Code, granting indemnity does not affect the agentôs right to claim compensation, 

under the law.  

Thus, if termination of the agency contract creates some damage to the 

agent, it is entitled to claim the damage to the principal, after proving it out. The 

agentôs right to compensation does not cover the eventual damage caused as a 

result of the breach of the principalôs contractual obligations, but it covers the 

compensation for the termination of the contractual relationship as a result of 

denunciation. In order to exploit in court the right to compensation, the 

commercial agent must not prove the principalôs contractual fault, but bring the 

proof of the sudden termination of the agency contract, of the existence of 

damage due to this fact, and the existence of a causal relationship between the 

termination of the contract and the creation of damages or injuries.  

According to Article 17, subparagraph (3) of Directive 86/653/EEC, the 

commercial agent is entitled to compensation for damage resulting, in particular, 

if the termination of relationships with the principal intervenes if:  

- The agent was not paid the commissions it would have benefited from 

following the proper execution of the agency contract, whilst the principal gets 

substantial benefits related to the commercial agentôs activity;  

- The commercial agent was not allowed to amortize the costs and 

expenses that it had incurred for the execution of the agency contract on the 

principalôs advice.  

The analysis of Article 17, subparagraph 3, the last sentence of Directive 

86/653/EEC states the question of the moment when the commercial agent can 

claim to the principal the payment of the amounts of money representing the costs 

and expenses incurred for conducting intermediation activities. Directive 

86/653/EEC addresses these issues in a way somewhat unfavorable for the agent: 

at the moment when the professional intermediary can claim coverage, the 

amortization of the expenses that it has incurred under the contract coincides with 

the termination of contractual relationships with the person from who it was 

granted empowerment. Until then, the agentôs opportunity to claim these amounts 

to the principal is questioned.  

On the other hand, beyond the issues related to the non-payment of 

commission or the uncovering the agentôs expenses related to the implementation 

of the contract with the principal, the question arises whether there are other 

forms of damage to be compensated.  

The award of compensation has its origins in the French legal system, 

being improper to the UK legislative framework.  

In France, there is the view according to which the interpretation of 

Article 17 of the Directive would amount to the following aspects: if the Member 

State chooses the compensation system, it must cover the damage consisting in 

depriving of the commissions that the agent could have obtained and/or the 
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impossibility to cover expenses committed for the execution of the contract, on 

the principalôs advice (Vogel 2012, 314).  

In Scottish Case Douglas King v. T. Tunnock Ltd (2000 SC 424), the court 

was guided by French law in order to calculate the compensation for the agent.  

In this case, the main elements which the court considered necessary to 

be taken into account were:  

- Compensation is the price the principal must pay because it bought the 

whole part of the agentôs market (goodwill) in connection with the 

implementation of the agency contract;  

- The normal level of compensation is associated with the amounts of 

money representing the commission for two years.  

This is different somewhat from indemnity, where there is applicable the 

commission principal per one year. 

 Another difference between compensation and indemnity is that the agent 

must contribute to the rise in the principalôs turnover in order to receive the 

indemnity, while the professional intermediary must maintain this turnover of the 

person from who it was granted empowerment in order to receive large amounts 

as compensation.  

In France, they have preserved and developed their own system of 

compensation, the regulations in this field being away from Directive 

86/653/EEC and rather closer to commercial usage, legal traditions or customs.  

In reality, where the Directive expressly provides for the situations where 

a damage is assumed to have been suffered (according to Article 17, 

subparagraph 3, mentioned above), the code is silent, scarcely providing that 

upon termination of the contract the commercial agent shall be entitled to receive 

compensation due to the damage suffered.  

From these rules, according to Article L. 134-16 of the French 

Commercial Code, as in the Romanian national law, there shall be no waiver to 

the detriment of the agentôs interests.  

Another distinction is that the text provides due compensation at ñthe 

termination of the contractò and not at its end, as provided in Directive. This 

implies that if the period for which the contract was concluded is not extended, 

when the conditions are met, the right to compensation arises.  

In the French legal system, compensation granted to the agent also 

includes the market (business) part lost by the commercial agent as part of 

common interest with the principal. Upon termination of the contract, the 

commercial agent appears as if it had suffered damage due to the loss of its 

possibility / ability to generate income (commissions) and also due to the inability 

to proceed with the transfer of the agency contract to another commercial agent. 

Just based on these considerations, the compensation due to the commercial agent 

appears as a right.  

It is worth mentioning that the views expressed in French law which make 

the agency contract to be based on the theory of common interest mandate support 
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the principalôs obligation to pay damages and interest, compensation, in case when 

the contract is terminated for reasons not related to the agent (Benabent 2001, 435).  

The applicable rule is that termination of the agency contract by the 

principal, unless it is justified, entitles the agent to receive compensation. As in 

our law, in French law the serious breach of contractual obligations by the agent 

is a justified case of unilateral denunciation of the contract by the principal in 

order to allow it avoiding payment of compensation. Any other reason is seen as 

unjustified and abusive. In order to protect the agentsô interests, the French courts 

have broadly interpreted the concept of ñunjustified termination of the contractò.  

Termination of the contract by the principal due to economic reasons, 

such as reorganization of business, closing down the production of goods whose 

sale is subject to the agentôs activity are unlikely to extinguish the agentôs right 

to compensation. An exception to the facts mentioned above is represented by 

situations where reorganization of business or closing down the production is 

caused by force majeure (which, as a matter of fact, is rarely accepted by courts).  

We consider that cases of reorganization of business or closing down the 

production represent in Romanian law justified reasons for the termination of the 

contract by the principal because of the impossibility of execution regulated by 

Article 1557 of the Civil Code.  

In French law there also appeared views according to which in the field 

of agency contracts, the agentôs right to compensation or indemnity as a result of 

the common interest mandate would mainly result in restricting the freedom to 

break contractual relationships or not to extend contracts for a fixed term in 

situations where there is an objective justification (Behar-Touchais and 

Virassamy 1999, 171).  
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Abstract 

Nowadays, the concept of "crisis" is encountered increasingly often, and 

this is because each activity is condemned to cross certain situations, if not 

anticipated since the time or not being managed in an appropriate manner, easily 

degenerate into crises. There are cases where, despite some crises are 

predictable and preventable, because they are not properly managed, especially 

in terms of communication, they get out of control and becomes widespread, 

affecting in this case the image and an organization's reputation, brand or public 

figures etc. 

Disruptive behavior of organization members, a product expired still on 

the shelves, a complaint made public by a disgruntled customer products or 

services of an institution, in a video posted on a social networking site, a simple 

rumor or any other situation seemingly trivial that while it is not discovered and 

controlled in an appropriate manner, it can degenerate into a crisis. Therefore, 

in this study we propose to define and characterize a time of crisis, seeking to 

emphasize that, whatever its nature, it affects, first, the public image of an entity, 

turning and in her image crisis and finally we emphasize the role of 

communication, both before and during such situations. 

 Cuvinte cheie: public image, image crisis, communication, PR, media. 

  

 1. Introducere 

 Conceptul de ĂcrizŁò ´Ἠi are rŁdŁcina ´n limba greacŁ, acesta provine de 

la krisis ce face referire la termenul decizie, hotŁr©re, ce are puterea de a ´nfr©nge 

perioada de indecizie Ἠi de incapacitate a organizaἪiei de a reevalua Ἠi reinterpreta 

probleme care ´i ameninἪŁ buna sa funcἪionare, pun©nd accentul pe rezolvare 

(Chiciudean Ἠi ἩoneἨ. 2002: 39). Unii autori considerŁ cŁ, ´n timp, termenul de 

ĂcrizŁò Ἠi-a pierdut din valoare, din cauza suprautilizŁrii lui ´n diverse domenii, 

precum: economie, diplomaἪie, psihologie, sociologie, religie etc.,care dau 

fiecare c©te o semnificaἪie diferitŁ aceluiaἨi termen (Idem). Din acest motiv, 

´nt©lnim diverse tipuri de crize, dar indiferent de natura lor Ἠi de domeniile ´n care 

apar, ele afecteazŁ ´n mod profund imaginea sistemelor din care fac parte. 

 Ċn literatura de specialitate, o crizŁ este definitŁ ca fiind o ´nt©mplare 

majorŁ a cŁrei potenἪiale efecte negative afecteazŁ at©t organizaἪia, precum Ἠi 

publicurile, produsele, serviciile Ἠi renumele sŁu (Fearn-Banks. 2011: 2). Prin 

urmare, o situaѿie de crizŁ este o chestiune mult prea serioasŁ Ἠi nu poate fi 

comparatŁ cu problemele cotidiene pe care specialiἨtii ´n RelaἪii Publice le pot 

mailto:ralu.balica@yahoo.com
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rezolva sau le pot evita fŁrŁ a atrage atenἪia publicului Ἠi a mass-media. Din 

definiἪiile de mai sus reiese faptul cŁ situaἪiile de crizŁ au capacitatea de a 

´ntrerupe funcἪionarea normalŁ a organizaἪiilor, ameninἪ©nd activitatea Ἠi 

existenἪa acestora. AἨadar, crizele reprezintŁ o perioadŁ de anormalitate ´n care 

membrii organizaἪiei pierd controlul Ἠi sunt neputincioἨi ´n faἪa situaἪiei. 

 Ċn fapt, aἨa cum am specificat mai sus, toate aceste categorii de crize au 

´n comun faptul cŁ ´ntrerup starea de normalitate ´n care funcἪioneazŁ 

organizaἪiile sau alte sisteme, iar din acest motiv, indiferent de tipul de crizŁ Ἠi 

de efectele pe care le are asupra funcἪionalitŁἪii acestora, aceastŁ situaἪie de 

anormalitate afecteazŁ ´n primul r©nd imaginea acestora. 

 Din perspectiva Relaѿiilor Publice, termenul de ĂcrizŁò este definit ca 

fiind orice eveniment, declaraἪie, zvon sau poveste care poate avea efecte 

negative asupra reputaἪiei, imaginii sau credibilitŁἪii unui sistem (Yaverbaum, 

Bly Ἠi Benun. 2006: 279). 

 Deci, criza de imagine fi o consecinἪŁ a unui eveniment major care a avut 

loc ´n viaἪa unei organizaἪii sau poate apŁrea individual de alte elemente, ca 

umare a unor declaraἪii mincinoase, a unor ´ncercŁri de dezinformare, ´n urma 

unei comunicŁri deficitare sau ´n momentul descoperirii de cŁtre public a 

discrepanἪei care existŁ ´ntre imaginea proiectatŁ de cŁtre organizaἪie (imaginea 

transmisŁ) Ἠi imaginea pe care aceasta o are ´n realitate. 

 Un exemplu de crizŁ de imagine, independentŁ de alte evenimente, este 

cea  prin care a trecut Traian BŁsescu, pe care chiar el ´nsuἨi a provocat-o prin 

declaraἪiile sale Ăacideò Ἠi prin repetarea unui comportament neadecvat ´n ceea 

ce priveἨte relaἪia sa cu jurnaliἨtii, ajung©nd p©nŁ la stadiul de a-i insulta pe 

aceἨtia, cum ar fi jignirea pe care i-a adus-o unei tinere jurnalist la Bruxelles, 

fŁc©nd-o ĂἪigancŁ ´mpuἪitŁò, iar toate aceste fapte au condus  la declanἨarea unei 

crize mediatice Ἠi implicit de imagine. 

 OdatŁ apŁrutŁ, criza de imagine poate avea o multitudine de efecte 

negative asupra existenἪei organizaἪiei, unele dintre ele fiind: alterarea 

credibilitŁἪii Ἠi legitimitŁἪii organizaἪiei, schimbarea sensului misiunii strategice 

´n percepἪia publicului Ἠi afectarea laturii psihologice a personalului Ἠi a clienἪilor 

organizaἪiei, schimb©nd chiar Ἠi cultura organizaἪionalŁ (Chiciudean Ἠi ἩoneἨ. 

2002: 87-88). 

 Atunci c©nd diferite organizaἪii sau chiar persoane publice sunt implicate 

´n scandaluri, publicul se ´ndoieἨte de faptul cŁ acestea sunt demne de ´ncredere, 

supun©ndu-le unei observaἪii mai atente, iar acest lucru conduce la afectarea 

legitimitŁἪii lor. Ċn ceea ce priveἨte schimbarea sensului misiunii strategice, odatŁ 

fŁcute publice dezastrele provocate de crizŁ, publicul are tendinἪa de a asocia 

acele dezastre cu misiunea organizaἪiei. De pildŁ, ´n cazul companiei Johnson & 

Johnson efectele crizei produse de medicamentul Tylenol, care ´nainte era asociat 

cu anumite cuvinte, precum: ĂsŁnŁtateò, ĂviaἪŁò, au fŁcut ca, ´n urma crizei, 

oamenii sŁ asocieze medicamentul cu Ătragedieò Ἠi Ămoarteò.  

 Imaginea organizaἪiei nu este un dat de la naturŁ, ea se formeazŁ ´n timp, 
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prin comportamentul organizaἪiei ´n societatea din care face parte Ἠi prin mesajele 

pe care ea le transmite publicului Ἠi, odatŁ creatŁ, se menἪine cu mari eforturi. 

Criza de imagine afecteazŁ ´n mod profund organizaἪia, iar dacŁ nu sunt redresate 

la timp cauzele care au provocat situaἪia de crizŁ, imaginea organizaἪiei ar putea 

rŁm©ne alteratŁ pe toatŁ durata existenἪei sale 

 

 2. Gestiunea crizei 

 DupŁ cum am precizat mai sus, efectele crizei de imagine sunt multiple 

Ἠi afecteazŁ organizaἪia pentru o lungŁ perioadŁ de timp, iar ´n unele cazuri pentru 

totdeauna Ἠi tocmai din acest motiv este important ca ´n orice organizaἪie sŁ existe 

o echipŁ care sŁ previnŁ situaἪiile de crizŁ Ἠi sŁ planifice anumite strategii menite 

sŁ protejeze imaginea organizaἪiei ´n r©ndul publicului Ἠi sŁ diminueze efectele 

provocate de crizŁ. 

 Joe Marconi precizeazŁ cŁ, de regulŁ, existŁ trei etape principale ale 

gestionŁrii crizelor, Ἠi anume: perioada de dinaintea apariѿiei crizelor, perioada 

din timpul crizelor Ἠi perioada de dupŁ ce aceasta dispare (2009: 277), iar alἪi 

autori precum Ion Chiciudean Ἠi Valeriu ἩoneἨ sunt de pŁrere cŁ, atunci c©nd 

vine vorba de gestionarea unei crize, ´n general, sunt parcurse cel puἪin 

urmŁtoarele cinci etape: semnalizare/detecѿie, pregŁtire/prevenire, gestionare 

crizŁ, reducerea/limitarea daunelor produse de crizŁ Ἠi etapa de recuperare/ 

refacere  (2002: 45). 

 Ċn ´ncercarea de prevenire a situaἪiilor de crizŁ, s-a dezvoltat 

managementul problemelor (issues manaegment) care, din perspectiva lui 

Ronald Smith, reprezintŁ un proces de monitorizare Ἠi evaluare a informaἪiilor, 

prin intermediul cŁruia organizaἪiile ´ncearcŁ sŁ anticipeze problemele emergente 

Ἠi sŁ le rezolve ´nainte ca ele sŁ scape de sub control Ἠi sŁ se transforme ´n crize 

(2005: 21). Ċn acest sens, managementul problemelor reprezintŁ o modalitate 

eficientŁ, prin intermediul cŁreia organizaἪia poate interacἪiona cu publicurile 

sale Ἠi, ´n acelaἨi timp, poate sŁ minimizeze impactul negativ pe care eventualele 

probleme le-ar putea avea asupra sa.  

 DatoritŁ faptului cŁ managementul problemelor este folosit pentru a 

detecta eventuale problemele Ἠi pentru a evita transformarea acestora ´n situaἪii 

de crizŁ, acest proces implicŁ folosirea unor strategii de comunicare proactive 

care, dupŁ cum precizeazŁ Cristina Coman, trebuie sŁ vinŁ ´n ´nt©mpinarea 

aἨteptŁrilor societŁἪii  Ἠi sŁ faciliteze comunicarea ´ntre organizaἪie Ἠi publicurile 

sale, atenu©nd percepἪia negativŁ a publicului ´n cazul apariἪiei crizei  (2009: 

145). AἨadar, ´n timpul acestui proces, specialiἨtii care se ocupŁ de 

managementul problemelor trebuie sŁ menἪinŁ o comunicare permanentŁ cu 

publicul organizaἪiei prin mai multe mijloace, trebuie sŁ aducŁ la cunoἨtinἪa 

opiniei publice felul ´n care organizaἪia contribuie la dezvoltarea industriei Ἠi la 

binele comunitŁἪii Ἠi, nu ´n ultimul r©nd, trebuie sŁ asculte pŁrerea publicului, 

´ncerc©nd sŁ-l determine sŁ susἪinŁ organizaἪia Ἠi sŁ aibŁ ´ncredere ´n ceea ce face.  

 DacŁ toate aceste ´ncercŁri de rezolvare a problemelor Ἠi de prevenire a 
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crizei nu funcἪioneazŁ, iar situaἪia scapŁ de sub control, managementul 

problemelor devine acum managementul crizei. Din perspectiva autorilor din 

literatura de specialitate, managementul crizei reprezintŁ un proces care cuprinde 

acἪiuni planificate Ἠi coordonate, pe care organizaἪiile le folosesc pentru a 

rŁspunde la situaἪiile de crizŁ ´ntr-un timp util Ἠi ´ntr-un mod eficient (Butterick. 

2011: 61). Alfel spus, prin managementul crizei organizaἪiile ´Ἠi iau toate 

mŁsurile necesare pentru a ´ncerca sŁ stopeze eventualele situaἪii de crizŁ Ἠi 

pentru a le face faἪŁ cu succes ´n cazul ´n care apar Ἠi Ἠi se dezvoltŁ. 

Managementul crizei are o importanἪŁ majorŁ ´n viaἪa oricŁrei organizaἪii, iar din 

acest motiv, pentru ca echipa de crizŁ sŁ poatŁ funcἪiona ´n mod corect, ea trebuie 

sŁ fie alcŁtuitŁ din membri care provin din sectoare diferite ale organizaἪiei, 

precum Ἠi din domeniul RelaἪiilor Publice, iar specialiἨtii acestui ultim sector au 

un rol primordial ´n gestionarea situaἪiilor de crizŁ, mai ales ´n comunicarea cu  

mass-media pe timp de crizŁ Ἠi ´n refacerea imaginii organizaἪiei dupŁ ce criza a 

trecut. 

  Ċn legŁturŁ cu echipa de crizŁ, Doug Newsom Ἠi Bob Carrell sunt de 

pŁrere cŁ, membrii acestei echipe trebuie sŁ fie capabili sŁ se ocupe de 

gestionarea situaἪiilor de crizŁ, astfel ´nc©t organizaἪia sŁ-Ἠi poatŁ continua 

activitatea c©t mai aproape de normal, iar ´n acest sens, factorii decizionali din 

organizaἪie trebuie sŁ fie implicaἪi c©t mai puἪin pentru a nu induce ´n r©ndul 

publicului ideea cŁ situaἪia respectivŁ este at©t de gravŁ, ´nc©t  este nevoie de 

toatŁ lumea pentru a putea fi rezolvatŁ( 2004: 465). 

 DatoritŁ faptului cŁ trŁim ´ntr-o societate ´n care informaἪiile circulŁ mai 

repede ca oric©nd, iar puterea Internetului este nemŁrginitŁ, situaἪiile de crizŁ se 

rŁsp©ndesc instantaneu, iar din acest motiv, managementul crizei a devenit o 

activitate mult mai dificil de ´ntreprins. Prin urmare, odatŁ declanἨatŁ o situaἪie 

de criza cauzatŁ de mediul online, cei afectaἪi de aceasta strebuie sŁ fie conἨtienἪi 

de faptul cŁ informaἪiile se rŁsp©ndesc foarte repede, ajung©nd la urechile tuturor,  

astfel ´nc©t, organizaἪia sau entitatea la nivelul cŁreia a apŁrut criza este predisusŁ 

la atacuri din partea mult mai multor persoane, care ´Ἠi vor da cu pŁrerea despre 

situaἪia creatŁ, post©nd de cele mai multe ori informaἪii mai mult sau mai puἪin 

adevŁrate.  

 Ċn legŁturŁ cu acest fapt, ´n managementul crizei, tehnologia trebuie 

exploatatŁ la maxim, profit©nd de numeroasele avantaje pe care aceasta le oferŁ. 

Astfel, dupŁ cum preciza Ἠi Matt Haig, ´ncŁ din anul 2000, gestiunea crizei pe 

Internet are urmŁtoarele avantaje: audienἪŁ variatŁ Ἠi nelimitatŁ, posibilitatea 

organizŁrii unei conferinἪe de presŁ online, ´nfiinἪarea unui centru media online, 

astfel ´nc©t jurnaliἨtii sŁ fie ´n permanenἪŁ informaἪi pentru a nu simἪi nevoia sŁ-

Ἠi Ăumple golurileò din alte surse, distribuirea comunicatelor de presŁ online, prin 

folosirea e-mail-ului, instruirea personalului organizaἪiei, prin intermediul 

folosirii unei reἪele de comunicare internŁ, dar Ἠi comunicarea ´n permanenἪŁ cu 

publicul organizaἪiei, fŁrŁ intervenἪia mass-media (2000: 134-135).  

 



78 

References 

Butterick, Keith. 2011. Introducing Public Relations: Theory and Practice. 

California: Sage Publishing. 

Coman, Cristina. 2009. Comunicarea de crizŁ. Tehnici ѽi strategii. IaἨi: Editura 

Polirom. 

Fearn-Banks, Kathleen. 2011. Crisis Communication: A Casebook Approach, 

ediἪia a IV-a. New York: Routledge Publishing. 

Haig, Matt. 2000. E-PR. The Essential Guide to Public Relations on the Internet. 

Londra: Kogan Page Publishing. 

Marconi, Joe. 2007. Ghid practic de relaѿii publice. IaἨi: Editura Polirom. 

Newsom, Doug & Carrell, Bob. 2004. Redactarea materialelor de Relaѿii 

Publice.  IaἨi: Editura Polirom. 

Smith, Ronald. 2005. Strategic Planning for Public Relations, ediἪia a II-a. New 

Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

ἩoneἨ, Valeriu & Chiciudean, Ion. 2002. Gestionarea crizelor de imagine. 

BucureἨti: Editura comunicare.ro. 

Yaverbaum, E., Bly, R.W. & Benun, I. 2006. Public Relations for Dummies, 

ediἪia a II-a. Canada: Wiley Publishing. 



79 

THE COMMUNICAT ION OF SYMBOLIC REVE LATION    

IN THE POETRY OF IOA N ALEXANDRU  
 

Mihaela-Gabriela PŀUN 

PhD Candidate, University of Bucharest 

  

Abstract 
This study argues in the direction to prove the thesis that the poet Ioan 

Alexandru claimed both the expressionist current and the Transylvanian space 

comes from. He considers the gift of poetry as a sacred mission because he wants 

to abolish the borders between the poetic and the world to be able to speak from 

within things. Therefore, he simplifies elements to lyrical discourse to be sacred 

again and give the world the message of Love and Light, as a creator Logos. Thus, 

his poetry is dominated by an infinite joy as Zoe Dumitrescu-BuἨulenga says, who 

consider poetry a Ăsacred resò (Z. Dumitrescu BuἨulenga, 1981, p. 11). From this 

perspective, we analyze the poetry of Ioan Alexandru in the light of religious 

symbolism. Among the symbols, we noticed favorite poet: Butterflies, pelican, 

pearl, sea, even music - pure ethereal status symbol, the boat; but other: Wall, 

spiders, the eagle as a symbol of contemplation, but also wedding, vines, 

lily.  However, a central place is wilderness. The question is wilderness, Ăthe priest 

wordsò one identifies with Ăa celestial parchment/ extended between Source and 

Seaò because we are a receptacle for Ăthe great mysteries of life.ò 

Conclusion: Ioan Alexandru is the poet of revelation. He is aware of his 

mission creator of a new poetic language that is communicated to us through effort 

and sacrifice, as stated in the poem ĂTestimonyò: ĂMy speech, speech sacred 

parental/ slow I move through your fields.ò Issued fleeting existence, the word will 

name being-essence and the language will be Ăbeing homeò by which it is 

communicated. Being the bearer of a message prophetic poet reveals it to us through 

divine love that allows the act of communication Ăfrom the beginning, the worlds 

on/ is it that asked not know/ How it continually sinks/ kingdom after-kingdomò. 

Also, through symbols and metaphors his work conveys deep feelings in 

his rise to divine knowledge to understand things in their pure essence. Crossing 

the desert, the poet communicates to us through divine revelation flows from the 

Light of Love. 

Key words: Communication literary, message, revelation, symbols, 

wilderness.  

  

1. Introduction  
Ioan Alexandru claimed in poetry blagian spirit of space, the so-called 

aesthetic ugliness specific Arghezis poetry, but also bacovian universe with 

terrifying obsession with the material world. Regarding the poetic world of Ioan 

Alexandru, literary critic Ion Pop says: ĂThe world of Alexandru constinuis to be 
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fueled by rural  spiritualityé.except thatéthe village he is no longer a mythical 

geography in relation to the tragic liberating modern existence, but  undergoes a 

cosmic destiny integrator undifferentiated blood admitting coexistence tragic and 

contemplative destinyò (I. Pop apud Itu Iustina, 1994, p. 208). Restless and 

prophetic Ioan Alexandru offers poetry to lyricism reflective tone serious, often 

open for fabulous dream, tend enciphers and ambiguie text lyrical achieved 

through a  process of metaphors gives lyrical originality discourse in which 

everything is subject meditation philosophical poetry in the author's conception is 

Ăan act of knowledge of the universeò (I. Pop apud Itu Iustina, 1994, p. 208). From 

the position of a demiurge poet skillfully wields the power of words, Ăhull sluices 

elements, itò offends Ăin their natural originality, leaving them deformed and pureò 

because it Ăfeelsò and Ăseesò their fabulous germination (Al. Piru, 1975, p. 358). 

In his poetic creation, Ioan Alexandru recovered with varied themes as a 

starting point: a return to tradition, rustic and pastoral universe, life, death, birth, 

national history, Patria marked the archaic civilization and heroism during 

anonym -, the primary attraction, the return to origins. He also leverages the 

native myths and mysteries of natural things, the essence of things, knowledge, 

ethical reflection communication with nature and spirituality revelation of 

creation (Popescu, 2001; Popescu, 2002). In  this sense, the poet uses artistic 

modalities specific lyricism pensive, anxious, pathetic, a mixture of real and 

fabulous, an ambigue image, solemnly, seriously, showing a tendency toward 

enciphers by symbol, setting an animism folk-ended philosophical. Returning to 

force words of poetry and posters man of the Word, the Logos notices unexpected 

force of words that reveals its existence Ămysterious creatureò; the poet 

thus  remains a priest of words that are sacred because of their demiurgic a Ădumb 

founder of a world beyond Destructionò (M.G. PŁun, 2002, p. 18). Possessed by 

Ăunknown horizons missò and obsessed inaccessible poet surrenders himself with 

relish each moment, his ideas have wings, floating VultureἨti to great heights, as 

he says in the poem ĂSelf-portraitò: ĂWhy do I feel I did, every day/ Defeated by 

a joy almost understood us (...) That kneel in front of everyone who frantically/ 

And I'm ready to sacrifice every moment / That from now I'm not afraid of anyone 

sword/ And in every idea of mine is a wing [...] And I do not understand than it 

is given/ distils pace this troubling timeò (Ioan Alexandru, Self-portrait). 

 

2. Ioan Alexandru ï The poet of mystical revelation 
Modern mentality finds no counterpart in symbolism because generally man 

is reluctant to what they do not understand. According to Rene Gu®non: òSymbolim 

is the means best suited submissions higher truths of religious and metaphysical 

nature, which rejects modern spirit and neglectò (R. Gu®non, 1997, p. 13). 

Philosopher Barkeley was not wrong when he said that the world is òthe language 

through which the Infinite Spirit speaks spirits finishedò, but he was wrong thinking 

that this language is not only a language of signs arbitration, while in reality nothing 

is random because any significance has based on the agreement between the sign 
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and the thing signified. Therefore Adam was able to name all living beings, because 

God had given their knowledge of nature according to Genesis 2: 19-20, and all the 

old traditions teach us that the true name of a being forms a whole with its nature or 

with its own essence (R. Gu®non, 1997, p. 13). By symbol, namely the words 

symbol, Ioan Alexandru aims to capture the most subtle nuances of inner life. His 

poetry breathes a hermetic air, resulting in allusive fund that supports: butterflies, 

pelican, pearl, rose, carnation, snake, bridegroom: 

Ä Butterflies - symbol of Ăweightlessness is hurrying toward death in the 

bright flame of a candle, and people to perdition, but also are a symbol of the 

Resurrection, the release coating soul of the flesh.ò For the poet trip it is 

important that everyone starts after emerging from the chrysalis of his body 

(Chevalier, J.  & Gherbrant, A., 1995, p. 50) 

ÄPelican - capitalizes Christian iconography as a symbol of Christ, 

namely a figure of his sacrifice and resurrection of Lazarus. Thus the poet 

recovered text St. Scriptures and what Silesius says: ĂWake up Christian and see 

our Pelican're sprinkles his blood and water from His heart if you get it right .... 

you'll be instantly live and healthyò (Chevalier, J. & Gherbrant, A., 1995, p. 50). 

Ä Perla - serves as a mystic center. It symbolizes the sublimation of 

instincts, the spirit of the matter, the transfiguration of the elements, the bright 

end of evolution. It is the attribute of angelic perfection, not bestowed, but 

acquired through a transformation. She is white, pure, rare and precious because 

it embodies the kindom of heaven (according to The Gospel of Matthew, 13, 45-

46) and (Chevalier, J. & Gherbrant, A. 1995, p. 50). 

Ä Rose - is both the symbol of Christ's wounds and blood drop symbol or 

chalice that dropped them. He is regarded the mystical symbol of St. Virgin or 

Christ who had sealed the soul (I. Pop, 1973). 

Ä Bridegroom - is also taken from the biblical background. Ioan 

Alexandru is on the trail of the Bridegroom as a symbol of the spirit necessary to 

unify the world (Eugen Simion, 1965, p. 336). 

Ä The snake is a symbol of cunning, evil forces, but has cleverness. 

All these symbols are Ănodal points in thickness woven poems and raise 

the question of an initiationò into the hidden meaning extracted from the same 

biblical symbol (P. PoantŁ, 1973, p. 112). 

Ioan Alexandru communicates his emotions through the elements: the 

sea, for example. Meeting with the sea is actually on a deeper emotional level 

meeting with adolescence. Looking for her, the poet goes after her during the 

night after Ăshots and wingsò the day after ĂRoads and arrows.ò Feeling the sea 

is essentially a vibrant hymn of awakening the senses, leaving a world of 

(childhood), and entering another, dominated by turbulent passions. The 

individual acquires a sense of time and space now. The Sea gives the feeling of 

solemn vastness and sustainability moving so bewildering that the impression is 

so unbalanced passions (Chevalier, J. & Gherbrant, A., 1995, p. 198): òI now 

have such strong feelings/ that I walk into a barò the poet confesses. 
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 On the other hand, the search and the orientation of the poet output 

resembles the way Jews from Egypt that was moved on by Ăa bright cloudò and 

night Ăa pillar of fireò, a journey that ends with the miraculous crossing of the 

Red Sea. According to Petru PoanἪŁ, at  Ioan Alexandru Ăseas have skeletons 

fabulous universe is seen as an enormous udder milkò flowing with milk Ăthe 

abundance of the symbol, the word of knowledge, the immortalityò (Chevalier, 

J. & Gherbrant, A., 1995, p. 198). 

And the music proliferates  elementary as a pure ethereal state: ĂOn the edge 

of spores playing music monthly/ balling my eardrums burst sensual/ night in their 

wanderings./ The white flocks stick my chest/ He put down roots directly into the 

threads of his beardò Eros who Ăunites opposites and pushes all mankind to achieve 

the actò notes Al. Piru, at  Ioan Alexandru has the dimensions of a cosmogony, 

violent and pure (Al. Piru, 1975, p. 364):  òDouble stars in the sky, colossi teens blue/ 

careless waste, shining blinding, so pure embrace the mystery./ The Same axis first 

it takes the same sleep is pushing through goals uninterrupted / star boy, bundle of 

long emulsions/ launches toward the star sidereal girl/ Maree drawn from stellar 

love/ And so, as the dream girl dresses up with a veilò. 

It is original parable between man and horse (aging when man enters the 

era of youth, without being cut off the merit of being clairvoyant) or between 

man and rock (Ăbeastò turning down unchanged regardless of the fate of 

Sisyphus). More interesting is the image of the man exhausted by work like 

cattle, complaining and stepmother provided as a Messiah without hope of 

salvation: ĂWhen it's cold and sleep in the manger babe/ the frost unveiled new 

born of the virgin's womb/ Her friends are coming with their breath steaming / In 

the dark, sacred beast/ And go slowly on my manger/ and get warm and I then/ I 

face down/ buried in the rain and sweaty cry/ and no one knows, not even me, 

Why do not age like cryingò (I. Alexandru). 

 The journey that I mentioned at the beginning the poet gives him the 

opportunity to capitalize on another symbol: boat. This, in the Christian tradition 

- Noah's Noe- looming Church: ĂIt is a pleasure, said Pascal, you're on a boat 

rocked by storm when you're sure it will not sink.ò Other times Ioan Alexandru 

entitles his poems using symbols: Wall, Spiders. he also recovered in his poems: 

the eagle as a symbol of contemplation, but also wedding, vines, lily, words we 

communicate and this time amid the Bible because, in his view, the last sense of 

poetry to be able to identify with absolute (Ionescu, 2014). 

 The literary critic Al. Piru believes that the volume ĂCustoms Desertò 

(1969) Ăseeks not only a regeneration of the springs, and technique. The reason 

is borrowed unique collection of Greek popular book, ĂAir bordersò published 

after century -XVI from Bibliotheque Nationale of Paris. Referring to the famous 

hagiography, appearing in Acta Sanctorum, Huizinga in ĂTwilight of the Middle 

Agesò believes that it is the source to express the unease modern soul to death, 

seen as a rising Ăen plein voyage du fouò as he served of Dante: 

ĂI feel ... I'm behold shower/ ship under me horrified run/ get, ajund I/ 
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first hear below me water flowing/ waves are lying and see thousands of stars/ 

and the sea is blue and fire/ and thousands of choirs angels surrounding MoU 

singing/ Stretched out on a flood of wings/ I start my ascension through the air 

customs/ there remains a great look how/ there  people,  there 's a hermitage/ A 

mother, a spring sadly earth/ And look there a genius and a sun/ and look here is 

death and  the early downò.  

 Pergament (Strechie, 2013) heavenly spread between spring and sea space 

of the desert put both the problem of alienation primordiality and recover it, 

because underneath rivers flowing though drowned, Ăfull of mystery and waiverò 

- before them not only a continuous design temporality of the essence originating 

ĂSubmits as if stand / and flowing as they arise in itselfò (I. Pop, 1973, p. 213). 

 According to Al. Piru Ămeant poet is like loving the wilderness (life) and 

sacrificing themselves in it, so point out the cores birth of new universes, Ăthe 

poet entrusted/ Wilderness to love and traverse/ founding in customs/ blue by a 

fire stone Ă (Al. Piru,1975, p. 365). 

C. Hristu on wilderness and the Ăselection of choiceò believes that it 

symbolizes Ăthirst for knowledge, unfulfilled, we descend into empire wise 

resignation. Is there something of the greatness of the mystery of death attitude 

towards MioriἪa Ădisarming waiver to enter the absurd, but still generating 

uneaseò (C. Hristu, 1972, p. 23, also Craciun, 2003). Also, Alexandru, Ioan Pop 

remark to Ăbalance serenely on a background of a tragicò in which Ăviolent 

metaforismul is replaced by the expression almost nude, who gets poetic virtue 

but the prospect of a general metaphor: Wildernessò. 

 Regarding the meaning of Desert poet is not explicit. She can identify 

with life and death, the fate of the poet or his place of purification and 

spiritualization (Bogdan, 2005; Bogdan, 2016). Pop decodes the symbol 

wilderness with Ăa way of being notò Ăa beginning insideò when Ăthe gates of 

reality outside seem lockedò and believes that poetry ĂCustoms Desertò offers a 

picture of nothingness matter of a cataclysm universally but also rises to a 

purified territory of Ăaesthetic contemplationò (I. Pop, 1973, p. 214). 

 At Ioan Alexandru contemplative images have an apocalyptic force 

unsuspected or magnitude. In this direcrion the literary critic Pop says that the 

Ăworld blindò black sequins Ăkneel heavy and giants over the towers of the first 

peoplesò, Ăbirds have grown larger than the earth,ò Ăghosts walk there, there in 

waves orbotoareò crows eat Ăgrains lights, the stars behind coagulates huge 

worlds crackedò, Ăprimary sources were loose and flowing lights demiurgeò (I. 

Pop, 1973, p. 213). Between poem ĂCustoms wildernessò and ĂMemento moriò 

by Mihai Eminescu is a similarity in terms of Ăgrandeur visionary extinguish 

lightsò: ĂThe world seems to stagnate in an eternal twelve o'clock searing, 

butterflies are drawn in the sands of the arid leaving a Ăplateau imesn calcinedò 

and Ăhieratic gesture freezes human space foreverò (I. Pop, 1973, p. 213): 

ĂSo long winds flow/ so long do not know me/ In heaven and earth - I 

disappeared/ The high waves abroad./ Angels took me forgetting me back/ On a 
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desert island are great/ Crying and it is  night and I am  empty/ and the sky has 

left a candle/ Snakes emerged from deep/ hiss talk to us understood / kneeling 

and praying I am a prince/ and around me it is a bunch of brides./ Only mine is 

missing and again lonely/ I cry incessantly lit/ and kept crying sky/ and I'm buried 

in a coffin of  tears by the sea Ă (I. Alexandru, Via Dolorosa). 

Wilderness Ioan Alexandru has something of ĂDer Isterò of Holderin. It 

Ăworks together with growth / kneading all that he could return / unhindered stream 

springò also river German poet who Ăseems always that goes back (...) signifying 

that journey site (native)ò, Ăunit stay and travelò, Ăroad that remains preserved to 

the previous site instead of laterò (Otto PŖggler, 1967, pp. 300-301). 

 

3. Conclusion 

The originality of Ioan Alexandru springing clear from the beginning 

again Ăat the wildernessò and that word is issued by a hymn constraints of the 

Logos mayor. Thus, specifically human reality escapes from the 

Ăoversimplificationò that allows a spiritual ascension. Therefore, issued by the 

fleeting existence, the word will name being-essence and the language will be 

Ăbeing homeò by which it is communicated. Being the bearer of a message 

prophetic poet reveals it to us through divine love that allows the act of 

communication Ăfrom the beginning, the worlds on/ is it that asked not know/ 

How it continually sinks/ kingdom after-kingdomò (Customs wilderness). 

The word on the Victoria vacuum allows it to word a new beginning and 

everything finds its source in Holderin. That sen und Lihtung - and science of 

ilumination- symbolizes poet posture even provided a Ăwielder of wordsò Care 

and a corresponding verse: ĂVox clamando in deserto eò. And also between 

ĂPatria poetò and what it says Antoine de Saint-Exup®ry in Citadel ĂL'Amour de 

tours qui dominent les sablesò (Antoine de Saint-Exup®ry, 2013). 

Communication mystical revelation and how to overcome the feeling of 

desolation allow us to state that Ioan Alexandru is a poet of Revelation. 
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Abstract 

 Exchange rate is the most important tool, used by the Authority of a state, 

in the international commercial transactions. So, it is vital to establish the better 

manner of calculation this rate, to improve the economic development of the state. 

The foreign exchange regime consists of all the rules which are applied 

in obtaining and using the currency. The tipology of the foreign exchange 

regimes highlights three categorie: the regimes based on fixed exchange rates; 

the regimes based on floating exchange rates; the intermediate regimes. The 

researching methodology is, on one hand, qualitative and, on the other hand, 

quantitative method, observing the definitions of the principal therms used in the 

exchange rates field, combined with a classification of the exchange rate and the 

regimes based on it (viewed from an annalyse of speciality litterature) and 

highlighting the history and the area of use of different type of regimes, in the 

states in transition to Euro Zone. 

Keywords: currency, exchange rate, regimes, fixed, floating, Monetary 

Council, Euro Zone 

 

1. OBIECTIVE  

Obiectivele prezentului studiu sunt reprezentate  prin intermediul 

literaturii de specialitate, este vizatŁ realizarea unei distincἪii clare, ´ntre diversele 

tipuri de regimuri valutare, existente ´n statele membre ale UE; relevarea celui 

mai performant regim de curs de schimb, aplicabil, ´n prezent, pentru a pune ´n 

evidenἪŁ, bunele practice, ´n sfera politicii monetare; desprinderea de bune 

practice, pe tema regimurilor cursului de schimb, ce pot fi aplicate, ´n toate statele 

din categoria ἪŁrilor ´n tranziἪie, cŁtre zona euro. 

 

2. INTRODUCERE 

 Cursul de schimb valutar poate fi definit, conform, ´nἪelesului, pe care 

fiecare parte componente a termenului compus, ´l are ´n DEX, ca acea direcἪie ce 

este urmatŁ, ´n cadrul procesului de schimb monedŁ naἪionalŁ- monedŁ strŁinŁ. 

 Cursul de schimb sau cursul valutar, aἨa cum este acesta denumit, ´n 

literatura de specialitate, reprezintŁ preἪul pe care ´l are, o unitate monetarŁ, 

element constitutiv al monedei unui stat, exprimat ´n unitŁἪi monetare ale altei 

ἪŁri (Bostan, Avram & Filimon, 2010; Avram & Avram, 2012; ἧtefŁnescu & 

TŁnase, 2016). Lu©nd ´n calcul tipul de cotaἪie ce face legŁtura ´ntre cele douŁ 

https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curs_valutar


87 

monede participante la raportul de schimb, se poate conferi o altŁ definiἪie a 

cursului de schimb, ce ´l clasificŁ ´n douŁ categorii, dupŁ modalitatea de oscilaἪie 

a acestuia: fix - menἪinut la acelaἨi nivel, prin acordul pe care, douŁ state, ´l au, ´n 

cadrul politicii monetare (exemplul cel mai concludent, ´n acest sens, este 

constituit de etalonul aur, din anul 1850) sau flexibil - ἪŁrile convin ca, ´n baza 

cererii Ἠi a ofertei din tranzacἪiile comerciale internaŞional, cursul sŁ oscileze. De 

regulŁ, ´n comerἪul extern, cursul valutar este fluctuant, ´nsŁ, ´ntre limite minime 

Ἠi maxime strict fixate de autoritŁἪile ´n domeniul monetar.  

De asemenea, ´n literatura de specialitate, existŁ douŁ cursuri de schimb 

principale (´n funcἪie de autoritatea ce stabileἨte cursul valutar): 

- Un curs de schimb oficial. Acesta este stabilit ´n fiecare zi, de cŁtre Banca 

NaἪionalŁ, pe baza raportului existent pe piaἪŁ, ´ntre cererea Ἠi oferta de 

valute. Baza obiectivŁ de stabilire a nivelului cursului vaalutar, este constituitŁ 

de raportul dintre puterea de cumpŁrare a celor douŁ valute ´n ἪŁrile luate ´n 

considerare.  

- Un curs de piaѿŁ, ce este publicat cu douŁ mŁrimi, respectiv: cotaѿia 

BID ѽi cotaѿia ASK. 

Cotaѿia BID reprezintŁ preἪul cererii pe piaἪŁ, din punct de vedere al 

intermediarului care realizeazŁ o tranzacἪie valutarŁ (intermediarul sau market 

maker-ul ï reprezentat, deseori, de o casŁ de schimb, ghiἨeul unei bŁnci). CotaἪia 

BID este cunoscutŁ drept curs de cumpŁrare. 

Cotaѿia ASK constituie preἪul ofertei pe piaἪŁ, din punct de vedere al 

intermediarului care efectueazŁ tranzacἪia ´n domeniul valutar. De aceea, cotaἪia 

ASK este cunoscutŁ ca Ἠi curs de v©nzare. 

CotaἪiile BID Ἠi ASK sunt afiἨate, la ´nceputul zilei Ἠi pot fi modificate de 

bŁnci ´n funcἪie de doi factori importanἪi: evoluἪia pieἪei valutare Ἠi interesul de 

vanzare-cumpŁrare din ziua respectivŁ. 

ExistŁ o clasificare a cursului de schimb, ´n funcἪie de termenul de platŁ, 

´nt©lnindu-se ´n literature de specialitate: cursul SPOT Ἠi la polul opus se situeazŁ, 

cursul FORWARD. 

Cursul la vedere, denumit anterior, curs SPOT, este cursul zilei ´n cursul 

cŁreia este ´ncheiatŁ tranzacἪia de v©nzare-cumpŁrare de valutŁ. La acest curs, se 

lichideazŁ tranzacἪia, ´n aceeaἨi zi sau ´n cel mult 48 de ore, c©nd se procedeazŁ 

la predarea-primirea efectivŁ a sumelor cuvenite.  

Cursul la termen, denumit curs FORWARD, este cursul utilizat ´n cadrul 

tranzactiilor de valutŁ care prevŁd livrarea valutei Ἠi primirea contravalorii ei pe 

bazŁ de negociere pentru o operaἪie la termen. Acest curs de schimb se stabileἨte 

´n ziua ́ ncheierii tranzacἪiei ca un preἪ preconizat a se realiza. Fiind un preἪ trecut 

´n contract, el se respectŁ indiferent de nivelul cursului zilei de lichidare. 

 

3. REGIMURI DE CURS DE SCHIMB  

Regimul valutar e un ansamblu de reguli privind obἪinerea Ἠi folosirea 

valutei. Acesta poate fi: bazat pe cursuri valutare fixe (cursul rŁm©ne constant 
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sau variazŁ ´n jurul unor benzi de variaἪie, neἪin©nd seama de alte variabile 

macroeconomice); bazat pe cursuri flotante; intermediar. 

 

3.1. Regimuri bazate pe cursuri fixe (hard pegs regimes) 

Cursul fix presupune fixarea cursului ´n raport cu alte monede sau cu un 

etalon (cum a fost ´n cazul Bretton Woods, aurul). 

Ca Ἠi avantaje ale fixŁrii cursului, avem ´n vedere urmŁtoarele: 

- riscul asociat realizŁrii tranzacἪiilor comerciale Ἠi investiἪionale este 

apreciat ca scŁzut. 

- finanἪarea internaἪionalŁ are costuri mai scŁzute. 

- de asemenea, se micἨoreazŁ rata dob©nzii internŁ Ἠi rata inflaἪiei 

(printr-o stabilitate monetarŁ Ἠi valutarŁ crescutŁ). 

Ca orice variabilŁ, existŁ Ἠi numeroase imperfecἪiuni ale sale, ce rezultŁ 

mai ales ´n timpul crizelor financiare, c©nd cresc costurile pentru ajustare 

macroeconomicŁ Ἠi astfel scade Ἠi credibilitatea BŁncii Centrale. Ċn plus, e 

manifestatŁ Ἠi o dependenἪŁ crescutŁ a politicii monetare faἪŁ de a ἪŁrii ancorŁ. 

Apar Ἠi numeroase Ἠocuri externe, ce presupun costuri ridicate de menἪinere a 

cursului. 

 

3.1.1. Regim valutar bazat pe moneda altui emitent 

Aceasta presupune inexistenἪa capacitŁἪii BŁncii Centrale de a pune ´n 

circulaἪie propria monedŁ, din cauza costurilor ridicate de emisiune, a lipsei 

instrumentelor necesare pentru pŁstrarea puterii de cumpŁrare Ἠi nu ´n ultimul 

r©nd, a gradului scŁzut de dezvoltare economicŁ (StefŁnescu, Turlea, Pitulice & 

Tudorache, 2016; Avram Greti, Avram & Avram, 2016; Avram, Avram & 

Avram, 2016). 

     Este cazul ἪŁrilor ce nu au o monedŁ oficialŁ Ἠi se bazeazŁ ´n cadrul 

pieἪei pe moneda altui stat. Dar, acest lucru, apare cu impedimentul renunἪŁrii la 

independenἪa monetarŁ internŁ (Sandu, 2016). 

 

3.1.2. Regim valutar bazat pe uniune monetarŁ 

Este exemplul dat de cŁtre Uniunea EuropeanŁ, care defineἨte o relaἪie 

fixŁ ´nte moneda oficialŁ, euro Ἠi moneda ἪŁrilor ce au aderat. Se manifestŁ 

convertibilitatea Ἠi transferabilitatea pentru monedele membrelor Ἠi constituirea 

unor reglementŁri valutare comune Ἠi a unor rezerve valutare ´n moneda unicŁ, 

gestionate la nivel central. 

 

3.1.3. Consiliul Monetar 

ReprezintŁ un regim ce presupune un curs de schimb fix pentru moneda 

naἪionalŁ ´n raport cu o valutŁ forte de pe piaἪa internaἪionalŁ, ce devine, ´n acelaἨi 

timp Ἠi element de rezervŁ. 

Modificarea ratei cursului valutar e posibilŁ doar ´n cazul apariἪiei unui 

excedent de valutŁ neacoperit de moneda naἪionalŁ. De asemenea, se eliminŁ 
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atribuἪiile esenἪiale ale bŁncii naἪionale, referindu-ne aici la control Ἠi emisiune 

de monedŁ Ἠi funcἪia de ´mprumutŁtor ´n cazuri excepἪionale. 

 

4.1. Regimuri bazate pe cursuri flotante 

 

4.1.1. Flotarea liberŁ 

ReprezintŁ contrarul cursului fix, implic©nd absenἪa oricŁrei intervenἪii 

din partea BŁncii Centrale Ἠi a statului ´n mecanismul cursului valutar. 

Statul ´Ἠi limiteazŁ acἪiunea doar la supravegherea operaἪiunilor Ἠi la 

controlul instituἪiilor de pe piaἪa valutarŁ (Iacob, Ionescu & Avram, 2011; 

Dumitru, Guse, Feleaga, Mangiuc & Feldioreanu, 2015). 

Cursul se formeazŁ pe piaἪa interbancarŁ, devalorizarea este consideratŁ 

a fi efect direct al schimbŁrii raportului dintre cererea Ἠi oferta de valutŁ. 

Singura condiἪie pentru acest regim presupune un grad ridicat de dezvoltare 

economicŁ pentru a putea acoperi dezechilibrele temporare din balanἪa de plŁἪi. 

Ca orice regim valutar, acesta are at©t avantaje, c©t Ἠi dezavantaje. Printre 

avantaje se numŁrŁ: autonomia Ἠi independenἪa politicii monetare Ἠi a BŁncii 

Centrale Ἠi de asemenea, are impact de neutralizare a Ἠocurilor externe Ἠi al 

efectelor inflaἪiei asupra exporturilor (Voinea, 2015; VlŁduἪescu, SiminicŁ & 

Dumitru, 2015). 

 ExistŁ, ´nsŁ , mai multe dezavantaje ale flotŁrii libere, care se regŁsesc 

printre urmŁtoarele: lipsa unei discipline a BŁncii Centrale; existŁ efecte 

destabilizatoare  asupra speculaἪiilor pe piaἪa valutarŁ Ἠi ´n cele din urmŁ, poate 

cel mai important este cŁ fluxurile comerciale internaἪionale sunt descurajate. 

 

4.1.2. Flotarea administrat (controlatŁ) 

Acest regim valutar se aflŁ ´ntre cursul fix Ἠi flotarea liberŁ, care implicŁ 

intervenἪia BŁncii Centrale pe anumite perioade de timp. IntervenἪia pe piaἪa valutarŁ 

presupune v©nzarea de valutŁ la devalorizarea monedei naἪionale Ἠi cumpŁrarea de 

valutŁ la o apreciere bruscŁ a acesteia, ce ar conduce la dezechilibre. TotodatŁ, se 

necesitŁ resurse ridicate ´n conturile BŁncii pentru a putea administra cursul. Lipsa 

resurselor, transformŁ regimul ´n flotare liberŁ (FeleagŁ & FeleagŁ, 2016; Dumitru, 

Motoi & Curelaru, 2016; Guluta & Rusu, 2016). 

Banca CentralŁ tempereazŁ evoluἪia cursului Ἠi evitŁ intrarea economiei 

intr-o crizŁ ´ndelungatŁ. Se reduce deci, amplitudinea evoluἪiei ratei de schimb, 

´ncerc©ndu-se distribuἪia ´n timp a devalorizŁrii propriei monede. TotodatŁ, 

strategia manifestŁ rezistenἪŁ Ἠi la presiunile speculative de curs. 

TotuἨi, este foarte important, ca la flotarea administratŁ sŁ se ἪinŁ seama 

de 3 condiἪii esenἪiale: existenἪa unor resurse suficiente pentru administrarea 

cursului; stabilirea momentului oportun al intervenἪiei; calcularea exactŁ a 

cantitŁἪii de valutŁ ce ar trebui aruncatŁ pe piaἪŁ. 
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5. REGIMURI INTERMEDIARE  

 

5. 1. Banda de variaἪie 

Aceasta implicŁ existenἪa unor limite: superioarŁ si inferioarŁ faἪŁ de o 

ratŁ pivot fixatŁ. Mai este numitŁ Ἠi ĂἨarpele monetarò, ce a stat la baza apariἪiei 

Ἠi dezvoltŁrii Sistemului Monetar European. 

Rata pivot este rata de schimb dintre moneda naἪionalŁ Ἠi o altŁ valutŁ, 

care e stabilitŁ pe o perioadŁ mare de timp. Banca CentralŁ stabileἨte rata, banda 

de variaἪie Ἠi ´i revin Ἠi eforturile de a pŁstra cursul ´n interiorul benzii. Se 

procedeazŁ la v©nzarea sau cumpŁrarea de valutŁ c©nd se ating limitele 

intervalului stabilit. 

Dezavantajul este ´nsŁ, cŁ necesitŁ resurse de intervenἪie multe mai mari 

dec©t la flotarea administratŁ. Are ca variante ale sale urmŁtoarele 3 tipuri: banda 

de variaἪie ajustabilŁ, banda lŁrgitŁ Ἠi banda oblicŁ (CrŁciun, 2010; Basic, 2014; 

Domoviĺ, 2015; Paget, Daniell, Rubio Zuazo & Barreteau, 2016). 

Banda ajustabilŁ are avantaje ´n ceea ce priveἨte folosirea pentru 

stabilitate macroeconomicŁ, ajustŁri structurale. Se face ancorarea benzii de 

variaἪie de o altŁ devizŁ convertibilŁ sau de un coἨ valutar. Este o bandŁ cu ratŁ 

pivot ajustabilŁ ´n timp, ´n funcἪie de care se stabilesc marje de variaἪie.  

Banca CentralŁ stabileἨte pivotul, marja de variaἪie Ἠi mecanismul de 

ajustare periodicŁ, folosind diferenἪialul de dob©ndŁ, de inflaἪie sau mai mulἪi 

factori ce influenἪeazŁ cursul. 

Banda oblicŁ implicŁ ajustarea marjelor faἪŁ de un pivot fix. Se porneἨte 

cu o marjŁ de variaἪie mare (Ñ15% sau Ñ 9%), iar pe mŁsurŁ ce economia e 

restructuratŁ, valoarea e redusŁ. 

 

5. 2. Ancora fixŁ Ἠi ajustabilŁ 

Ancora fixŁ implicŁ un curs valutar fix ´n raport cu altŁ monedŁ sau coἨ 

valutar. Este denumitŁ Ἠi soft peg. 

Ancora ajustabilŁ modificŁ ´n mod periodic Ἠi repetat cursul de schimb 

dupŁ o metodologie ce Ἢine cont de diferenἪialul de inflaἪie sau de rata dob©nzii. 

Moneda ancorŁ este cea a celui mai important partener comercial sau 

investiἪional. Moneda ancorŁ are curs fix doar faἪŁ de moneda ancorŁ Ἠi variabil 

´n raport cu celelalte devize. Mai este cunoscutŁ Ἠi precum crawling peg. 

 

5.3. Regimul valutar mixt  

Acesta foloseἨte o ratŁ fixŁ pentru operaἪiunile aferente contului de capital 

Ἠi financiar din balanἪa de plŁἪi externe Ἠi o ratŁ flotantŁ pentru operaἪiile 

efectuate ´n contul curent. Nu se permite efectuarea de operaἪiuni valutare ´ntre 

segmentele pieἪei. 

Regimul mixt presupune convertibilitate parἪialŁ a monedei naἪionale Ἠi 

adiἪional, control strict al transferurilor de capital. OperaἪiunile de cont curent au 

curs flotant, iar cele de cont de capital au curs fix. 
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6. REGIMURI DE CURS DE SCHIMB ALE STATELOR ĊN 

TRANZIἩIE  CŀTRE ZONA EURO 

Problemele legate de cursul de schimb au mŁcinat ἪŁrile din Europa 

CentralŁ Ἠi de Est, ´ncŁ din anii 1990, pentru cŁ, regimul adoptat trebuie sŁ 

concorde cu programele de stabilizare macroeconomicŁ adoptate de fiecare dintre 

ἪŁrile din zonŁ. 

Trebuie realizatŁ Ἠi delimitarea clarŁ a zonei de tranziἪie cŁtre Zona Euro. 

Aceasta cuprinde douŁ categorii principale de state: 

- care au adoptat clauzaòOPT-OUTò, referindu-ne, aici, la ἪŁri, care deἨi 

sunt ´n UE Ἠi au majoritatea politicilor comune la nivel comunitar, au dreptul de 

a nu prelua niciodatŁ euro: Danemarca, Marea Britanie Ἠi Suedia, state, care au 

aἨa numita derogare; 

- care sunt incluse ´n condiἪiaòNO OPT OUTò, din aceastŁ categorie, 

fŁc©nd parte, urmŁtoarele: Cehia, CroaἪia, Ungaria, Polonia, Bulgaria Ἠi Rom©nia. 

Multe ἪŁri au adoptat un regim de curs fix, ´n lupta lor ´mpotriva inflaἪiei: 

c©nd presiunile inflaἪioniste se diminueazŁ, ating©nd un nivel de o cifrŁ, se pun 

´n aplicare cursuri mai flexibile. 

TotodatŁ, tipul de curs de schimb dintr-o ἪarŁ depinde Ἠi de strategia pusŁ 

´n joc pentru a ´ndeplini convergenἪa nominalŁ Ἠi realŁ (Ali Taha, Sirkov§ & 

Ferencov§, 2016). Ċn tranziἪia cŁtre Uniunea EconomicŁ Ἠi MonetarŁ, la 

Mecanismul ratelor de schimb ERM2, unul dintre criteriile de convergenἪŁ (de la 

Maastricht), este cel referitor la stabilitatea cursului valutar (ce permite variaἪii 

ale monedei naἪionale faἪŁ de euro de cel mult Ñ15%). Se adoptŁ regimuri de jure 

sau de facto la fel ca Ἠi independenἪa BŁncii Centrale Europene (de jure sau de 

facto) (VlŁduἪescu, SiminicŁ & Dumitru, 2015; SmolŃg, ślusarczyk & Kot, 

2016). Ċn realitate, se ´ntalnesc mai multe cazuri de regimuri intermediare, 

inspirate de frica de flotare (c©nd existŁ un regim valutar mai flexibil de jure dec©t 

de facto) sau de frica de ancore (regim mai fix de jure dec©t de facto). De 

asemenea, trebuie ´ndeplinite anumite criterii nominale pentru intrarea ´n ERM2, 

care au valori de referinἪŁ, ´nregistrate pe o perioadŁ de timp stabilitŁ ´n cele mai 

performante state: 

- rata inflaἪiei de 1%; 

- deficitul, calculat ca pondere din PIB, ´n fiecare an; 

- cursul valutar ce are ca perioadŁ de referinἪŁ, intervalul 24 aprilie 

2008- 23 aprilie 2010; 

- ratele dob©nzii pe termen mediu de 6%. 

Criteriile reale luate ´n calcul pentru pŁtrunderea ´n ERM2 sunt 

urmŁtoarele: 

- nivelul PIB pe locuitor ´n paritatea puterii de cumpŁrare standard 
(PPS); 

- gradul de deschidere economicŁ: (importuri + exporturi supra PIB); 

- ponderea comerἪului cu Uniunea EuropeanŁ ´n totalul comerἪului 

exterior. 
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ExistŁ 3 etape de regimuri de curs de schimb pentru ἪŁrile ´n tranziἪie cŁtre 

zona euro (pentru ἪŁrile din Europa CentralŁ Ἠi de Est): 

1) Perioada din intervalul 1989-1994, presupune regimurile: 

- curs fix ´n Ungaria, Polonia Ἠi Slovacia; 

- curs flotant ´n Bulgaria, Letonia (1992-1994), Slovenia, Rom©nia 

(1991-1994); 

- regim intermediar: Cipru. 

2) Perioada 1995-2000, denumitŁ Ἠi tranziἪia  propriu-zisŁ. 

- curs fix ´n: Bulgaria (implementarea Consiliului Monetar, din 1997), 
Estonia, Letonia, Malta; 

- curs flotant ´n: Cehia (din 1997), Polonia (din 2001), Rom©nia; 

- regim intermediar ´n: Cipru, Cehia, Polonia, Ungaria. 

3) Perioada dupŁ anul 2001, denumitŁ Ἠi preaderare la Uniunea 

EconomicŁ Ἠi MonetarŁ: 

- curs fix ´n: Bulgaria, Estonia, Letonia, Malta; 

- curs flotant ´n: Cehia, Polonia, Rom©nia; 

- curs intermediar ´n: Cipru Ἠi Ungaria. 

AceastŁ etapŁ presupune Ἠi declanἨarea participŁrii la o nouŁ fazŁ de 

tranziἪie: Mecanismul Ratelor de Schimb European (ERM2). 

Ċncep©nd cu anul 2005, aderŁ la ERM2: Cipru, Estonia, Malta, Slovenia, 

Slovacia, Lituania Ἠi Estonia, iar la  Uniunea MonetarŁ aderŁ: Cipru, Malta Ἠi 

Slovenia. Pe mŁsura trecerii timpului, zona euro se lŁrgeἨte, ating©nd, ´n prezent, 

19 state (Austria, Belgia, Cipru, Finlanda, Estonia, FranἪa, Germania, Grecia, 

Irlanda, Italia, Letonia, Lituania, Luxemburg, Malta, Olanda, Portugalia, Spania, 

Slovenia, Slovacia). La acestea, se mai adaugŁ Ἠi cele 4, care au ´ncheiat acorduri 

monetare cu vecinii lor Ἠi care, ´ntr-o manierŁ mai specialŁ,se pot include ´n zona 

euro: Andorra, Monaco, San Marino Ἠi Vatican. P©nŁ ´n 2005, Rom©nia avea 

flotare controlatŁ ´n raport cu euro, iar dupŁ, s-a trecut la flotare liberŁ (dupŁ etapa 

liberalizŁrii contului de capital). Tot ´ncep©nd cu 2005, Bosnia Ἠi Bulgaria adoptŁ 

Consiliul Monetar, av©nd ca ancorŁ euro. Aceste Consilii mai funcἪioneazŁ si azi. 

CroaἪia, Macedonia Ἠi Serbia au decis, ca din anul 2005, sŁ aplice 

crawling peg faἪŁ de euro sau aἨa zisa ancorŁ ajustabilŁ, consider©nd cŁ acest 

regim valutar se potriveἨte cel mai bine pentru a rŁspunde realitŁἪilor lor 

economice (Traistaru, & Cotoc, 2013; Siminica & Carstina, 2015; Siminica, 

Circiumaru & Carstina, 2016; Petrescu, 2016). Vom lua spre a face o scurtŁ 

analizŁ, fiecare ἪarŁ ´n parte, din a doua categorie, prezentatŁ ´n Anexa1. 

Regimuri de curs de schimb Ἠi alternative de politicŁ monetarŁ pe ἪŁri, respectiv, 

cele care nu pot rŁm©ne ´n afara zonei euro: 

- Cehia, a adoptat ´ncŁ din mai 1997, regimul de flotare controlatŁ 

(crawling peg). Rata de schimb este un instrument al politicii monetare, iar rata 

dob©nzii se menἪine la un nivel nul de 0%, de c©Ἢiva ani. Este cunoscut, faptul cŁ, 

a fost dintotdeauna o ἪarŁ cu tradiἪie ´n ceea ce priveἨte prioritatea de stabilitate 

a preἪurilor, fiind singurul stat de la ´nceputul perioadei interbelice, care a evitat 

http://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria
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alunecarea ´n hiperinflaἪie. Astfel, ca Ἠi alternativŁ monetarŁ, se remarcŁ Ἢintirea 

directŁ a ratei inflaἪiei (Basic, 2014; Voinea, 2015; CŁlin, 2015; Colhon, Cerban, 

Becheru & Teodorescu, 2016). 

- In 1999, Polonia a renunἪat la realizarea operaἪiunilor de fixing, 

adopt©nd aἨa numita crawling band, av©nd ca obiectiv final tot stabilitatea 

preἪurilor. Astfel, s-a ajuns la o politicŁ monetarŁ expansionistŁ, la deteriorarea 

poziἪiei externe Ἠi la turbulenἪe pe piaἪŁ. TotuἨi, ´n ultimii ani, a fost printre 

singurele ἪŁri, care au implementat cu succes Ἢintirea inflaἪiei. 

- La Ungaria, se observŁ o strategie constantŁ de Ἢintire a inflaἪiei ´ncŁ din 

anul 1991, iar ´n cazul cursului de schimb, o bandŁ de fluctuaἪie de Ñ15%, pentru 

asigurarea competitivitŁἪii externe. Se realiza, iniἪial ancorarea faἪŁ de marcŁ, 

apoi, ´n raport cu dolarul american. 

-Rom©nia, ´nainte de anul 1990, folosea Ἢintirea agregatelor monetare 

(M2), aplicatŁ mai bine de un deceniu, apoi s-a trecut la Ἢintirea inflaἪiei. Ċn anul 

1990, se trece Ἠi la ancorarea convenἪionalŁ, faἪŁ de un coἨ de valute, format din 

euro Ἠi dolar. Din 1991 p©nŁ ´n 1996, s-a utilizat o flotare administrativŁ strictŁ. 

Ċn 1997-1998, crawling peg faἪŁ de dolar, pŁrea, de departe, cea mai bunŁ alegere, 

pentru ca, p©nŁ, ´n 2000, sŁ se ia ca referinἪŁ pentru crawling peg, at©t euro, c©t 

Ἠi dolarul american, urmatŁ p©nŁ ´n 2003 de crawling band, faἪŁ de aceleaἨi valute 

forte. Se poate spune, cŁ, din 2004 Ἠi p©nŁ astŁzi, Banca NaἪionalŁ a adoptat o 

flotare administratŁ a cursului valutar. 

La ´nceputul tranziἪiei, Ungaria, Cehia Ἠi Polonia, foloseau o ancorŁ 

nominalŁ, fiind bazate pe strategia de Ἢintire a cursului valutar, un regim de curs 

fix, care era considerat optim pentru stabilizarea rapidŁ a preἪurilor. 

 

7. CONCLUZII  

Fiecare regim valutar este compus dintr-o serie de elemente, ce genereazŁ, 

´n funcἪie de condiἪiile economico-financiare existente pe piaἪŁ, o influenἪŁ 

pozitivŁ sau una negativŁ. 

Numeroase state ´n tranziἪie cŁtre Zona Euro au optat pentru cursuri de 

schimb flexibile, pentru a scŁpa de influenἪa bŁncii naἪionale, ´nsŁ aceastŁ situaἪie 

este foarte riscantŁ pentru cetŁἪeni, c©nd autoritatea monetarŁ nu ´Ἠi poate exercita 

funcἪia ´n orice moment. Este adevŁrat cŁ, atunci c©nd flotarea este str©ns 

controlatŁ Ἠi banca intervine prea mult, statul nu are un grad de dezvoltare ridicat 

(cazul Rom©niei Ἠi al CroaἪiei). Este totuἨi cert, cŁ, ´n cazul aranjamentelor de tip 

Consiliu Monetar, lucrurile par sŁ avanseze favorabil din punct de vedere 

economic. Concluzia care se desprinde din acest articol, este cŁ, periodic, se poate 

modifica regimul de curs valutar, pentru identificarea celei mai potrivite variante 

pentru un stat, ´ntruc©t, numai punerea ´n aplicare, poate releva impactul 

modalitŁἪii stabilirii cursului de schimb Ἠi al factorilor de naturŁ internŁ, asupra 

situaἪiei economice a unei ἪŁri. 
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Abstract 

 The authors who have published pastoral letters in the journal Glasul 

Bisericii, in the communist era, were the hierarchies of Metropolitanate of 

Wallachia. The communist ideological elements that are found in all pastoral 

letters of the romanian hierarchs, published since 1948, is an area of research that 

has not been studied before. The object of the present research is represented by 

the ideological elements identified in the 63 pastoral letters published by his 

Beatitude the Patriarch Justinian Marina, of the Romanian Orthodox Church in 

the journal Glasul Bisericii in the period 1948-1976. 

Keywords: Patriarch Justinian Marina, Romanian Orthodox Church, 

Commmunisme, Pastoral letters, Glasul Bisericii  

 

Introducere 

Subiectul pe care am ´ncercat sŁ ´l abordŁm ´n acest studiu, acela despre 

elementele ideologice comuniste care se regŁsesc infiltrate ´n pastoralele 

Patriarhului Justinian Marina (1948-1977). Ċn cercetarea noastrŁ ne-am rezumat 

doar asupra pastoralelor publicate ´n revista Glasul Bisericii ́ ntre anii 1948-1976, 

subiectul fiind unul interdisciplinar Ἠi deosebit de important pentru domeniile 

Biblioteconomie, Teologie Ἠi Istorie.  

Pentru domeniul Biblioteconomie tema este importantŁ Ἠi poate fi 

analizatŁ din punct de vedere al cenzurii periodicelor, determin©ndu-se rolul pe 

care l-au avut aceste periodice bisericeἨti ortodoxe pentru Biblioteconomia 

rom©neascŁ din perioada 1945-1989. Ċn ceea ce priveἨte domeniul Teologie 

problematica este una destul de sensibilŁ deoarece vizeazŁ o problemŁ actualŁ, 

care a rŁmas p©nŁ ´n prezent nerezolvatŁ, Ἠi anume: relaѿia dintre Biserica 

Ortodoxe Rom©ne ѽi autoritŁѿile comuniste. Pentru domeniul Istorie, acest 

subiect este important de cercetat pentru a completa cunoἨtinἪele existente cu 

privire la Istoria Rom©niei ´n perioada comunistŁ. 

Ne-am rezumat la urmŁtoarele aspecte despre care credem cŁ sunt esenἪiale 

pentru cercetarea noastrŁ Ἠi anume: 1) Pastorala chiriarhalŁ ï  delimitare istoricŁ ѽi 

conceptualŁ; 2) Elemente ideologice comuniste din pastoralele Patriarhului 

Justinian Marina publicate ´n revista Glasul Bisericii ´ntre anii 1948-1976.  

Ċn primul capitol, intitulat Pastorala chiriarhalŁ ï  delimitare istoricŁ ѽi 

conceptualŁ, unde am ´ncercat sŁ facem o prezentare a conceptului de pastoralŁ, 

mailto:polihronie@yahoo.com
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delimit©ndu-l din punct de vedere istoric. TotodatŁ am arŁtat ´ncadrarea ´n 

domeniul Teologie, respectiva la disciplina OmileticŁ. 

Ċn capitolul al doilea am ´ncercat sŁ ne rezumŁm asupra elementelor 

ideologice comuniste din pastoralele Patriarhului Justinian Marina publicate ´n 

revista Glasul Bisericii ´ntre anii 1948-1976, ´ntruc©t am descoperit lucruri 

importante pe care acesta, le-a transmis clerului Ἠi credincioἨilor prin limbajul 

cenzurat al pastoralelor. 

MotivaἪia ´n alegerea temei noastre de cercetare o constituie faptul cŁ 

presa bisericeascŁ, a avut o dublŁ cenzurŁ, aceste publicaἪii religioase fiind 

salvate Ἠi de cuvintele Ăpatriotardeò pe care le-au scris ierarhii ´n pastoralele lor. 

ImportanἪa Ἠi actualitatea temei de cercetare este reprezentatŁ de faptul cŁ 

subiectul se ´nscrie, ´n preocupŁrile de cercetare la nivel naἪional Ἠi internaἪional, 

cu privire la istoria comunismului. 

Stadiul actual al cercetŁrii este reprezentat, din nefericire, de lipsa lucrŁrilor 

ἨtiinἪifice scrise pe acest subiect. ExistŁ ´n schimb diverse lucrŁri generale scrise despre 

revistele bisericeἨti ortodoxe ´n perioada comunistŁ dintre care se pot enumera c©teva 

mai relevante: 1) ENACHE, George. Strategii de infiltrare Ἠi atragere la colaborare a 

cultelor religioase elaborate de autoritŁἪile procomuniste din Rom©nia ´n perioada 

1945-1948, cu o privire specialŁ asupra cazului Bisericii Ortodoxe Rom©ne. Ċn: 

Caietele CNSAS, anul I, nr. 1/2008, pp. 53-92; 2) ENACHE, George; PETCU, Adrian 

Nicolae. Biserica OrtodoxŁ Rom©nŁ Ἠi Securitatea. Note de lecturŁ. Ċn: Totalitarism ѽi 

rezistenѿŁ, teroare ѽi represiune ´n Rom©nia comunistŁ, BucureἨti: Consiliul NaἪional 

pentru Studierea Arhivelor SecuritŁἪii, 2001, pp. 108-136 (colecἪia Studii 1); 3) 

ENACHE, George. Patriarhul Justinian ѽi Biserica OrtodoxŁ Rom©nŁ ´n anii 1948-

1964. GalaἪi: Editura Partener, 2009, 268 p. (colecἪia Biserica ´n dosarele SecuritŁἪii, 

1); 4) GABOR, Adrian. Studia ecclesiastica. Contribuѿii ´n domeniul Istoriei 

Bisericeѽti ale profesorilor de la Facultatea de Teologie OrtodoxŁ din Bucureѽti 

(1881-1989). BucureἨti: Editura BizantinŁ, 2003, 268 p.; 5) PŀCURARIU, Mircea 

(coord.). Enciclopedia Ortodoxiei Rom©neѽti. BucureἨti: Editura Institutului Biblic Ἠi 

de Misiune OrtodoxŁ, 2010, 768 p.; 6) PŀIUἧAN, Cristina; CIUCEANU, Radu. 

Biserica OrtodoxŁ Rom©nŁ sub regimul comunist (1945-1958). Vol. I. BucureἨti: 

Institutul NaἪional pentru Studiul Totalitarismului, 2001, 363 p. 

LucrŁrile cu privire la revista Glasul Bisericii sunt: 1) MUNTEANU, 

Alexandru-Armand. Ghid bibliografic pe teme ѽi probleme din publicaѿiile 

revistei mitropolitane Glasul Bisericii (1973-2002). BucureἨti: Sf©nta 

Arhiepiscopie a BucureἨtilor, 2004, 267 p. 

Metodologia cercetŁrii presupune analizarea elementelor ideologice comuniste 

din pastoralelor publicate de Patriarhul Justinian Marina ´n revista Glasul Bisericii, ´n 

perioada 1948-1976. Ca metode de lucru am utilizat analiza Ἠi interpretarea datelor din 

izvoarele documentare Ἠi din bibliografia aferentŁ temei de cercetare.  

La finalul cercetŁrii noastre, dupŁ Concluzii Ἠi Bibliografie, am adŁugat 

Anexele, care conἪin un tabel cu pastoralele Patriarhului Justinian Ἠi niἨte 

fotografii ale acestuia din revista Glasul Bisericii.      
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1. Pastorala chiriarhalŁ ï delimitare istoricŁ Ἠi conceptualŁ 

Ċnainte de a trece la tratarea propriu-zisŁ a subiectului propus de noi, trebuie 

sŁ facem o delimitare din punct de vedere conceptual a termenului pastoralŁ 

chiriarhalŁ, cunoscutŁ generic sub numele de pastoralŁ (Stan, 2008; Stan, 2010).  

Din punct de vedere istoric pastorala ́Ἠi are originea Ă´n practica veche a 

Bisericii din Alexandria, ´nsuἨitŁ Ἠi validatŁ la Sinodul I Ecumenicò (Gordon, Ivan 

Ἠi Beldiman 2015, 402). ĊncŁ din Antichitate exista ´n Alexandria, dupŁ cum se 

cunoaἨte, un important centru unde ἨtiinἪa astronomiei era la mare cinste. Patriarhul 

Bisericii Alexandrine avea datoria sŁ stabileascŁ calcularea anualŁ a datei PaἨtelui 

(la Sinodul I Ecumenic, care a avut loc la Niceea ´n 325, s-a fixat data sŁrbŁtorii 

Sfintelor PaἨti de cŁtre cei 318 sfinἪi pŁrinἪi prezenἪi, dupŁ urmŁtorul calcul: prima 

duminicŁ, ce urmeazŁ dupŁ luna plinŁ care cade dupŁ echinocἪiul de primŁvarŁ 

(aprox. 21 martie) pentru creἨtinii sŁi, iar ´n acest sens era trimisŁ o scrisoare festivŁ 

´n care era transmis acest lucru Ἠi celorlalte comunitŁἪi creἨtine.  

Aceste scrisori, pe l©ngŁ data sŁrbŁtoririi Sfintelor PaἨti, conἪineau Ἠi alte 

´ndrumŁri Ăpastoraleò (Gordon, Ivan Ἠi Beldiman 2015, 402). Printre cele mai vechi 

consemnŁri cu privire la acest gen de scrisori se numŁrŁ referirile fŁcute de episcopul 

Eusebiu de Cezareea, care aminteἨte Ăçepistolele festiveè compuse de Dionisie, 

patriarh al Alexandriei (188-230)ò (Gordon, Ivan Ἠi Beldiman 2015, 402). 

ExistŁ mai multe temeiuri biblice Ἠi canonice care stau la baza acestui tip 

de scriiturŁ. TradiἪia trimiterii pastoralelor chiriarhale se ´nscrie ´n ´ndemnurile 

date de Sf©ntul Apostol Pavel lui Timotei, ucenicul sŁu, ajuns ulterior episcop, 

care i-a spus acestuia: ĂPropovŁduieἨte cuv©ntul, stŁruieἨte cu timp Ἠi fŁrŁ de 

timp, mustrŁ ceartŁ, ´ndeamnŁ, cu toatŁ ´ndelunga-rŁbdare Ἠi ´nvŁἪŁturaò (2 

Timotei 4, 2); ĂIa aminte la tine ´nsuἪi Ἠi la ´nvŁἪŁtura ta; stŁruie ´n ele, cŁci fŁc©nd 

aceasta te vei m©ntui ï Ἠi pe tine, Ἠi pe cei care te ascultŁò (1 Timotei 4, 16). 

Ċnt©ietatea omileticŁ a episcopului a existat ´ntotdeauna ´naintea aceea a 

preotului, exprimatŁ Ἠi la Sinodul al VI-lea Ecumenic (692), ´n canonul 19 Trulan: 

ĂSe cuvine ca ´nainte stŁtŁtorii Bisericilor sŁ ´nveἪe ´n fiecare zi, Ἠi cu deosebire ´n 

duminici, ´ntregul cler Ἠi popor, cuvintele dreptei credinἪe, culeg©nd din Scriptura 

dumnezeiascŁ ´nἪelesurile Ἠi judecŁἪile adevŁrurilorò (Floca 2005, 128).  

Acest lucru s-a perpetuat ´n toate bisericile ortodoxe din lume, lucru care 

s-a ´nt©mplat Ἠi la noi, ´n Biserica OrtodoxŁ Rom©nŁ. Astfel, ´n Biserica noastrŁ 

primele referiri cu privire la pastoralele chiriarhale, ´n ἩŁrile Rom©ne, apar 

astfel: 1) ´n Ἡara Rom©neascŁ, este atestatŁ pastorala cu prilejul Postului Mare, 

´n 4 foi, trimisŁ de Mitropolitul Daniil (1720-1738); 2) ´n Moldova, Mitropolitul 

Gavril Calimachi (1760-1786) Ăa tipŁrit ´n anul 1781 o PastoralŁ ´mpotriva 

luxuluiò (Gordon, Ivan Ἠi Beldiman 2015, 403); 3) ´n Ardeal, Mitropolitul Andrei 

ἧaguna (1808-1873), fixeazŁ stilul scrisorilor pastorale.  

Ċn prezent informaἪiile despre pastorale se regŁsesc ´n Statutul pentru 

organizarea ѽi funcѿionarea Bisericii Ortodoxe Rom©ne, la art. 88, litera L, unde 

se spune cŁ Ă(ierarhii) adreseazŁ scrisori pastorale clerului Ἠi credincioἨilor din 

eparhieò (Patriarhia Rom©nŁ 2008, 61). 
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DupŁ acest parcurs istoric, dacŁ am ´ncerca sŁ definim pastorala 

chiriarhalŁ am putea afirma cŁ aceasta este o scrisoare circularŁ alcŁtuitŁ de un 

ierarh, cu prilejul NaἨterii Domnului Ἠi al Sfintelor PaἨti, Ἠi trimise tuturor 

parohiilor Ἠi mŁnŁstirilor de sub jurisdicἪia sa, spre a fi citite ´n ziua praznicului 

respectiv, ´n timpul Sfintei Liturghii. Din punct de vedere omiletic, pastorala 

chiriarhalŁ nu poate fi ´ncadratŁ ´n mod strict ´ntr-un gen omiletic (Gordon, Ivan 

Ἠi Beldiman 2015, 401), fiind mai apropiatŁ de parenezŁ (cuv©ntare bisericeascŁ 

scurtŁ, care se rosteἨte la momente liturgice speciale) ca stil, ´ntruc©t conἪine 

multe ´ncurajŁri, ´ndemnuri, sfaturi etc. 

Pe l©ngŁ pastorala cu ocazia CrŁciunului Ἠi PaἨtelui, credincioἨii primesc 

anual Ἠi Pastorala dedicatŁ Duminicii Ortodoxiei (Prima duminicŁ din Postul 

Mare), unde se vorbeἨte despre cinstirea sfintelor icoane Ἠ. a. Ċn afarŁ de aceste 

trei tipuri de pastorale mai existŁ Ἠi unele deosebite, trimise cu prilejul unor 

calamitŁἪi, dezastre naturale, rŁzboi etc. 

Pastoralele din Biserica OrtodoxŁ Rom©nŁ pot fi studiate av©nd ´n vedere 

influenἪa politicŁ Ăperioada interbelicŁ, perioada comunistŁ Ἠi, ultima, din 1989 

p©nŁ ´n prezentò (Gordon, Ivan Ἠi Beldiman 2015, 404). PŁrintele profesor Vasile 

Gordon (Profesor universitar la Catedra de OmileticŁ Ἠi CateheticŁ din cadrul 

FacultŁἪii de Teologie OrtodoxŁ ĂJustinian Patriarhulò din BucureἨti, Ἠi 

conducŁtor de doctorate pentru aceeaἨi disciplinŁ la ἧcoala DoctoralŁ a FacultŁἪii 

de Teologie OrtodoxŁ din Cluj) caracterizeazŁ pastoralele din perioada comunistŁ 

ca fiind Ănu lipsite de conἪinut doctrinar substanἪial, nici de frumuseἪe stilisticŁ 

[é] afectate totuἨi de anumite mesaje çpatrioticeè (´n fapt, patriotarde), impuse 

de mai-marii zileiò (Gordon, Ivan Ἠi Beldiman 2015, 404). El ´ncheie spun©nd cŁ 

Ătot ce se tipŁrea (revistele bisericeἨti, n. n.) ´n aceastŁ perioadŁ era supus unei 

cenzuri comunisto-securisto drasticeò (Gordon, Ivan Ἠi Beldiman 2015, 404). 

Ca o concluzie generalŁ putem afirma despre pastorala chiriarhalŁ cŁ 

aceasta reprezintŁ o tipologie omileticŁ specialŁ, reprezentatŁ prin niἨte scrisori 

circulare care conἪin, pe l©ngŁ ´nvŁἪŁturi dogmatice cu privire la sŁrbŁtoarea 

NaἨterii sau a Ċnvierii Domnului, diverse sfaturi sau ´ndemnuri cu privire la 

problemele cotidiene ale vremii. 

Autorii ale cŁror pastorale au fost publicate ´n revista Glasul Bisericii, ´n 

perioada comunistŁ, sunt ierarhii din cuprinsul Mitropoliei Ungrovlahiei.  

Ċncep©nd cu anul 1945 Ἠi p©nŁ ´n anul 1953, singura pastorala chiriarhalŁ 

publicatŁ ´n revista Glasul Bisericii era aceea a Patriarhului Bisericii Ortodoxe 

Rom©ne. 

DupŁ anul 1953, ´ndatŁ dupŁ moartea dictatorului Iosif Vissarionovici 

Stalin care a survenit ´n seara zilei de 5 martie 1953, semnatarii pastoralelor 

chiriarhale vor fi urmŁtorii ierarhi: 1) Prea Fericitul PŁrinte Patriarh al Bisericii 

Ortodoxe Rom©ne; 2) Prea SfinἪitul PŁrinte Episcop al Eparhiei BuzŁului; 3) Prea 

SfinἪitul PŁrinte Episcop al DunŁrii de Jos (1945-1974), respectiv Ċnalt Prea 

SfinἪitul PŁrinte Arhiepiscop al Tomisului Ἠi DunŁrii de Jos (1975-1989). Ċntre anii 

1945-1974 titulatura oficialŁ a ierarhului eparhiei DunŁrii de Jos era urmŁtoarea: 
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Prea SfinἪitul PŁrinte Episcop al DunŁrii de Jos. Ċncep©nd cu anul 1975, Ἠi p©nŁ la 

RevoluἪia din 1989, titlul oficial purtat de episcopul acestei eparhii se va schimba, 

deoarece va fi adŁugatŁ ´n jurisdicἪia Episcopiei DunŁrii de Jos Ἠi Tomisul, adicŁ 

judeἪele Tulcea Ἠi ConstanἪa. Astfel titulatura oficialŁ pe care o va purta de acum 

´nainte ierarhul acestei eparhii nou ´nfiinἪate va fi urmŁtoarea: Ċnalt Prea SfinἪitul 

PŁrinte Arhiepiscop al Tomisului Ἠi DunŁrii de Jos. 

Patriarhii Bisericii Ortodoxe Rom©ne, ale cŁror pastorale au fost 

transmise ´ntre anii 1945-1989, au fost ´n numŁr de patru, Ἠi anume: 1) Nicodim 

Munteanu (1945-1948); 2) Justinian Marina (1948-1977); 3) Justin Moisescu 

(1977-1986); 4) Teoctist ArŁpaἨu (1986-1989). 

Un caz aparte ´l reprezintŁ pastoralele trimise de Sf©ntul Sinod al Bisericii 

Ortodoxe Rom©ne, care erau semnate de toἪi ierarhii ortodocἨi rom©ni, cu prilejul 

unor evenimente deosebite Ἠi nu numai. Ċn aceastŁ perioadŁ au fost trimise douŁ 

pastorale, prima intitul©ndu-se Pastorala Sf©ntului Sinod, cŁtre clerul ѽi credincioѽii 

ortodocѽi ѽi cŁtre toѿi creѽtinii din Republica PopularŁ Rom©nŁ, publicatŁ ´n 

numŁrul 3 pe 1950, la paginile 3-9, iar cea de-a doua av©nd ca titlu PastoralŁ pentru 

pace, care a apŁrut ´n anul 1985, ´n numerele 10-12, la paginile 599-602. 

DupŁ anul 1952, au ´nceput sŁ publice, pe l©ngŁ Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh, Ἠi alἪi doi ierarhi, titulari ai eparhiilor pe care le-am amintit mai sus. 

Astfel, sub semnŁtura Episcopului Eparhiei BuzŁului au fost tipŁrite mai 

multe pastorale de cŁtre urmŁtorii ierarhi: 1) Antim Angelescu (1945-1979) ï 54 

pastorale; 2) Antonie PlŁmŁdealŁ (1980-1981) ï 4 pastorale; 3) Eftimie Luca 

(acesta era Episcopul Eparhiei Romanului Ἠi HuἨilor, Ἠi fusese ales ca locἪiitor al 

Episcopiei BuzŁului ´n anul 1982 ´n locul episcopului Antonie PlŁmŁdealŁ, care 

a fost ales la ´nceputul anului 1982, arhiepiscop al Sibiului Ἠi Mitropolit al 

Ardealului) (1982) ï 1 pastoralŁ; 4) Epifanie Norocel (1981-1989) ï 13 pastorale.  

C©t priveἨte Episcopia DunŁrii de Jos (1945-1975), care a fost ridicatŁ ´n anul 

1975 la rangul de Arhiepiscopie (1975-1989), au existat mai mulἪi ierarhi care au 

publicat pastorale ´n numerele revistei Glasul Bisericii. Cu titlul de episcop pot fi 

menἪionaἪi doi ierarhi Ἠi anume: 1) Chesarie PŁunescu (1950-1973) ï 40 pastorale; 

2) Antim Nica (1973-1975) ï 4 pastorale. Fiind ridicat la rangul de arhiepiscop, 

Antim Nica a publicat ´n perioada 1975-1989, un numŁr de 26 pastorale. 

AceἨtia sunt autorii pastoralelor chiriarhale care se regŁsesc ´n numerele 

revistei Glasul Bisericii, iar noi ne vom opri atenἪia asupra Elementelor 

ideologice comuniste din pastoralele Patriarhului Justinian Marina publicate ´n 

revista Glasul Bisericii ´ntre anii 1948-1976. 

 

2. Elemente ideologice comuniste din pastoralele Patriarhului 

Justinian Marina publicate ´n revista Glasul Bisericii ´ntre anii 1948-1976 

Prima pastoralŁ a Patriarhului Justinian Marina a fost datŁ ´n calitate de 

Mitropolit al Moldovei Ἠi locἪiitor de patriarh, dupŁ moartea Patriarhului Nicodim 

Munteanu (27 februarie 1948). AceastŁ pastoralŁ a fost publicatŁ ´n revista 

Glasul Bisericii, ´n numŁrul 4 pe anul 1948. Primul element ideologic folosit de 
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acesta este ideea pŁcii ´ntre popoare: Ăpopoarele au nevoie de pace, doresc pacea 

Ἠi o apŁrŁ, Ἠtiind cŁ pacea este condiἪia trebuitoare Ἠi esenἪialŁ care promoveazŁ 

progresul vieἪii sociale. Biserica OrtodoxŁ apŁrŁ pacea Ἠi ´ndeamnŁ pe 

credincioἨii ei la iubire Ἠi frŁἪietate ´ntre oameni Ἠi ´ntre popoareò (Marina 1948, 

5). AceastŁ primŁ pastoralŁ se ´ncheie cu ´ndemnul patriotard al muncii agricole 

Ἠi industriale: ĂLipsa Ἠi sŁrŁcia lŁsate de rŁzboiul trecut vor fi ´nlŁturate printrôo 

muncŁ ´ncordatŁ pentru ´nmulἪirea belἨugului ogoarelor Ἠi a producἪiei fabricilorò 

(Marina 1948, 6). 

Ċn pastorala datŁ ´n acelaἨi an de CrŁciun, este amintit rolul Ăbeneficò al 

conducerii statului, de la acea vreme, privind restabilirea inegalitŁἪilor sociale 

prin confiscarea unor averi ale Ăcelor bogaἪiò, care au fost date tuturor: Ăabia ´n 

zilele noastre, c©rmuitorii de azi ai Republicii Populare Rom©ne au fŁcut ca o 

parte din avuἪiile str©nse de cei puἪin prin sudoarea celor mulἪi, sŁ treacŁ spre 

folosinἪa tuturoraò (Marina 1948, 5). Nici aici ideea pŁcii nu lipseἨte (Marina 

1948, 6), ´nsŁ noutatea o constituie denunἪarea Concordatului de la Viena, care a 

fost denunἪat de ĂĊnaltul Prezidiu al Marii AdunŁri NaἪionale Ἠi (de) Guvernul 

Republicii Populare Rom©neò (Marina 1948, 6), fiind astfel restabilitŁ egalitatea 

´ntre toate cultele religioase.  

La ´nceputul anului 1949, cu ocazia Anului Nou, Patriarhul a emis o 

scurtŁ pastoralŁ av©nd ca ´ntindere douŁ pagini Ἠi jumŁtate. Acesta ´mpŁrtŁἨeἨte 

g©ndurile sale cu privire la ´nceputul anului 1949, amintind lucrurile ´mplinite ´n 

anul 1948 Ἠi anume: stabilirea noii ConstituἪii a Statului, denunἪarea 

Concordatului de la Viena Ἠi revenirea greco-catolicilor ´n s©nul Bisericii 

Ortodoxe Rom©ne (Marina 1949, 2). Ideile pŁcii este reluatŁ ´n ultima paginŁ, iar 

munca este adusŁ ´n prim plan prin elogierea conducŁtorilor statului care Ăau 

legiuit planul de gospodŁrie pe un an ´ntreg, prin legea planificŁrii Ἠi noul bugetò 

(Marina 1949, 2). 

UrmŁtoarele pastorale, care au urmat acestor continuŁ ´n acelaἨi ton, cu 

elemente ideologice privind lupta pentru pacea Ἠi munca (indiferent cŁ era 

agricolŁ sau industrialŁ), c©teodatŁ fiind aduse ´n prim plan Ἠi unele idei noi (cum 

ar fi despre denunἪarea Concordatului de la Viena etc.). 

Ċn pastorala datŁ de Sf©ntul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Rom©ne ´n anul 

1952 cŁtre clerul Ἠi credincioἨii ortodocἨi rom©ni, care ´i aparἪine Patriarhului 

Justinian Marina, sunt reiterate ideea luptei pentru pace, ´n faἪa pericolului 

iminent al unui nou rŁzboi mondial, provocat de Ănoii mŁcelari (care) care cautŁ 

sŁ ´nspŁim©nteze lumea cu sŁlbŁticiile pe care le sŁv©rἨesc ´n Coreea, unde au 

´nceput sŁ ´ntrebuinἪeze cele mai ticŁloase arme de nimicire a femeilor, copiilor 

Ἠi bŁtr©nilor, arunc©nd din vŁzduh, peste satele Ἠi oraἨele paἨnice, sŁm©nἪa 

ciumei, holerei Ἠi a celor mai cumplite boliò (Marina 1952, 175). 

Ċn pastorala de CrŁciun din acelaἨi ani ucigaἨii din Coreea sunt numiἪi 

ĂIrozii zilelor noastreò (Marina 1952, 487), care ucid s©ngele pruncilor (coreeni, 

n. n.) nevinovaἪi. 

Cu ocazia Ċnvierii Domnului din anul 1953, Patriarhul Justinian a dat o 
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pastoralŁ ´n care sunt pomeniἪi pentru prima datŁ ucigaἨii zilelor noastre Ἠi 

anume: Ăacei conducŁtori americani, care susἪin Ἠi rŁsp©ndesc, ´n numele unei 

false ἨtiinἪe cŁ o treime din oamenii de azi trebuie uciἨi, ´ndemn©nd omenirea 

care va rŁm©ne neucisŁ, sŁ-Ἠi ´mpuἪineze ´nmulἪirea (naἨterile) ca nu cumva sŁ 

vinŁ vremea c©nd pŁm©ntul sŁ nu-i mai poatŁ hrŁni pe toἪiò (Marina 1953, 82). 

Pastorala din martie 1954 reprezintŁ un adevŁrat manual cu instrucἪiuni 

pentru cultivarea terenului agricol. Acest element ideologic, al muncii, se 

regŁseἨte aici bine definit Ἠi dezvoltat. Astfel, conducŁtorul Bisericii Ortodoxe 

Rom©ne, ´ndeamnŁ poporul sŁ cultive terenul cu Ăporumb, cartofi, sfeclŁ de 

zahŁr, floarea soarelui, fasole etc.ò (Marina 1954, 132-133). 

Lupta pentru pace, alŁturi de ideea muncilor agricole, este reluatŁ ´n 

urmŁtoarele pastorale din anii 1955-1972.  

Ċn pastorala din anul 1955 este amintit faptul cŁ statul rom©n a fost primit ´n 

O.N.U. (OrganizaἪia NaἪiunilor Unite), alŁturi de alte 15 naἪiuni (Marina 1955, 698).  

Ċn pastorala de CrŁciun din anul 1965 se menἪioneazŁ ororile comise de 

creἨtinii din America ´n rŁzboiul prutat locuitorilor din Vietnam (Marina 1965, 952).  

Un lucru interesant, ce meritŁ reἪinut din pastorala de PaἨti din anul 1966, 

este faptul cŁ Ăanul acesta (1966, n. n.) creἨtinii de toate confesiunile Ἠi din toatŁ 

lumea sŁrbŁtoresc Ċnvierea Domnului ´n aceeaἨi zi. OrtodocἨi, catolici sau 

protestanἪi, astŁzi ï ´n a zecea zi a lunii aprilie ï creἨtinii de pretutindeni 

sŁrbŁtoresc Sfintele PaἨtiò (Marina 1966, 188). 

Pastorala datŁ de praznicul Ċnvierii Domnului ´n anul 1968 aduce ´n 

discuἪie problema uciderii pastorului baptist de culoare neagrŁ din America, 

Martin Luther King de cŁtre un ĂcreἨtin albò (Marina 1968, 254).  

Ċncep©nd cu anul 1969, pastoralele ´Ἠi vor reduce conἪinutul av©nd 3-4 

pagini, iar ideile patriotarde nu vor mai fi prezentate at©t de vizibil ci vor fi 

strecurate la finalul acestora.  

Ultimele pastorale, publicate ´nainte de moartea sa survenitŁ ´n anul 1977, 

ne pun ´n luminŁ un patriarh ´n v©rstŁ care, ajuns la o v©rstŁ venerabilŁ, ´Ἠi 

´ndeamnŁ credincioἨii ca Ἠi pe proprii sŁi copii, pentru a se ruga, ´mpŁrtŁἨi Ἠi a se 

bucura cu toatŁ inima de sŁrbŁtoarea NaἨterii Ἠi Ċnvierii Domnului. 

 

Concluzii  

Elementele ideologice comuniste regŁsite, ´n urma cercetŁrii noastre, ´n 

pastoralele semnate de Patriarhul Justinian Marina (1948-1977) sunt urmŁtoarele: 

lupta pentru pace, respectiv pacea ´ntre popoare; cultivarea terenului agricol; 

munca ´n fabrici Ἠi uzine. 

DacŁ la ´nceputul primului deceniu de conducere al Patriarhului Justinian 

Marina (1948-1958), discursul acestuia a fost puternic orientat spre guvernul 

comunist, ´ncep©nd cu anii ô60, se va dilua treptat, ajung©nd sŁ insereze doar 

c©teva r©nduri cu tentŁ ideologicŁ. 

Nu poate fi judecatŁ toatŁ opera Ἠi lucrarea unui om ´n funcἪie de elogiile 

aduse unui guvern, fie acesta Ἠi comunist. Mitropolitul Antonie PlŁmŁdealŁ, la 
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´nceputul anului 1990, a fost unul dintre primii ierarhi rom©ni care Ἠi-au cerut 

iertare ´n mod public pentru propaganda comunistŁ Ἠi activismul sŁu politic dus ´n 

pastoralele Ἠi cuv©ntŁrile sale ocazionale, motiv©nd cŁ, a fŁcut Ăun rŁu mic, pentru 

a salva Biserica de un rŁu mai mareò. Aici ´nἪelegem compromisul fŁcut de 

Patriarhul Justinian Marina, care a elogiat, ´n cuv©ntŁrile Ἠi pastoralele sale puterea 

comunistŁ pentru ca Biserica OrtodoxŁ Rom©nŁ sŁ nu fie desfiinἪatŁ Ἠi interzisŁ de 

Stat, aἨa cum se ´nt©mplase ´n Rusia sau ´n Albania. Acesta mŁrturisea apropiaἪilor 

cŁ munca sa va putea fi judecatŁ, dacŁ a fost bunŁ sau rea, abia dupŁ 20 de ani.    
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Anexe 

 

1. ListŁ cronologicŁ cu pastoralele publicate de Prea Fericitul 
PŁrinte Justinian Marina (1948-1977), Patriarhul Bisericii Ortodoxe 

Rom©ne, ´n revista Glasul Bisericii, ´n perioada 1948-1976. 
 

Nr. Autorul  Titlul pastoralei  An Nr. Pagina/ 

Pagini 

1 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Lt.(locotenent) 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Paѽti  VII 

(1948) 

4 1-7 

2 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

VII 

(1948) 

11-

12 

1-7 

3 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ I. P. S. 

Patriarh Justinian cu 

prilejul Anului Nou 

VIII 

(1949) 

1-2 1-3 

4 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sf. Paѽti VIII 

(1949) 

4 3-6 

5 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

VIII 

(1949) 

11-

12 

3-8 

6 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Paѽti  IX 

(1950) 

4-5 3-6 

7 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de CrŁciun IX 

(1950) 

11-

12 

3-5 

8 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Paѽti  X 

(1951) 

4-5 3-6 

9 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de CrŁciun X 

(1951) 

10-

12 

3-713 

10 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sf. Paѽti  XI 

(1952) 

2-3 5-9 

11 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ pentru 

muncile de primŁvarŁ 

XI 

(1952) 

2-3 10-15 

12 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian (Sf©ntul 

Sinod al Bisericii 

Ortodoxe Rom©ne) 14 

PastoralŁ Sf©ntul 

Sinod al Bisericii 

Ortodoxe Rom©ne 

XI 

(1952) 

5-7 175-

179 

                                                 
13 Ċn momentul redactŁrii lucrŁrii noastre nu am avut acces din nefericire la textul Pastoralei de 

CrŁciun, publicatŁ ´n nr. 10-12 pe anul 1951 din revista Glasul Bisericii, pp. 3-7, ci doar la 

cuprinsul ´n format scanat al revistei.  
14 Ċn cuprins autorul pastoralei apare ca fiind I. P. S. Patriarh Justinian, ´nsŁ la pagina 175, unde 

´ncepe pastorala, apare scris titlul urmŁtor Pastorala Sf©ntului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe 
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13 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ (I. P. S. 

Patriarh Justinian, 

tuturor clericilor ѽi 

credincioѽilor)   

XI 

(1952) 

5-7 180-

186 

14 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XI 

(1952) 

11-

12 

483-

487 

15 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

SŁrbŁtori ale Ċnvierii 

Domnului  

XII 

(1953) 

2-3 79-85 

16 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

SŁrbŁtori ale Naѽterii 

Domnului 

XII 

(1953) 

12 707-

712 

17 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

Pastorala I. P. S. 

Patriarh Justinian ´n 

legŁturŁ cu muncile 

agricole de primŁvarŁ 

(nr. 2888/1954) 

XIII 

(1954) 

3 131-

134 

18 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

Paѽti15 

XIII 

(1954) 

4-5 179-

182 

19 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

SŁrbŁtori ale Naѽterii 

Domnului16 

XIII 

(1954) 

11-

12 

555-

562 

20 I. P. S. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ cu prilejul 

Sfintei Ċnvieri  

XIV 

(1955) 

3-4 131-

135 

21 P. F. Patriarh Justinian, 

Patriarhul Rom´niei 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XIV 

(1955) 

12 695-

699 

22 P. F. Patriarh Justinian, 

Patriarhul Rom´niei 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XV 

(1956) 

5 215-

219 

23 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian, Patriarhul 

Rom´niei 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XV 

(1956) 

12 679-

683 

24 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian, Patriarhul 

Rom´niei 

PastoralŁ de Sf. Paѽti XVI 

(1957) 

4-5 203-

208 

25 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ XVI 

(1957) 

6-7 349-

352 

26 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XVI 

(1957) 

12 811-

816 

                                                 
Rom©ne. De-aici reiese faptul cŁ autorul pastoralei este defapt Sf©ntului Sinod al Bisericii 

Ortodoxe Rom©ne, al cŁrui preĸedinte era I. P. S. Patriarh Justinian.   
15 Titlul apare scris aĸa doar ´n cuprinsul revistei. 
16 Ibidem 
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27 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

Paѽti, 1958 

XVII 

(1958) 

4 299-

303 

28 À Justinian, 

Patriarhul Rom©niei 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XVII 

(1958) 

12 1133-

1136 

29 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

Pastorala de Paѽti XIX 

(1960) 

3-4 153-

157 

30 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XIX 

(1960) 

12 881-

885 

31 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XX 

(1961) 

3-4 18919

4 

32 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XX 

(1961) 

11-

12 

965-

969 

33 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

Paѽti  

XXI 

(1962) 

3-4 205-

210 

34 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXI 

(1962) 

11-

12 

1017-

1022 

35 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

Paѽti  

XXII 

(1963) 

3-4 209-

215 

36 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXII 

(1963) 

11-

12 

981-

985 

37 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

Paѽti  

XXIII 

(1964) 

5-6 397-

401 

38 P. F. Justinian PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului, 196517 

XXIII 

(1964) 

11-

12 

1001-

1006 

39 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ de Sfintele 

Paѽti  

XXIV 

(1965) 

3-4 197-

202 

40 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

Pastorala la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXIV 

(1965) 

11-

12 

948-

953 

41 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

Pastorala la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXV 

(1966) 

3-4 185-

189 

42 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

Pastorala la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXV 

(1966) 

11-

12 

960-

965 

43 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXVI 

(1967) 

3-4 189-

195 

44 P. F. Patriarh 

Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXVI 

(1967) 

11-

12 

1040-

1046 

45 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXVII 

(1968) 

 

3-4 251-

256 

                                                 
17 Ċn cuprins a apŁrut o eroare de tehnoredactare ĸi anume anul 1965, ´ntruc©t este vorba despre 

anul 1964. Acest lucru e valabil ĸi pentru celelalte douŁ pastorale.   
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46 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXVII 

(1968) 

11-

12 

1095-

1099 

47 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXVIII 

(1969) 

3-4 249-

251 

48 À Justinian, Patriarhul 

Bisericii Ortodoxe 

Rom©ne 

Mesajul cŁtre clerul ѽi 

credincioѽii din 

Arhiepiscopia 

Bucureѽtilor cu 

prilejul sŁrbŁtoririi a 

25 de ani de la 

eliberarea Patriei 

noastre 

XXVIII 

(1969) 

7-8 745-

746 

49 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXVIII 

(1969) 

11-

12 

1140-

1143 

50 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXIX 

(1970) 

3-4 205-

209 

51 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXIX 

(1970) 

11-

12 

1084-

1087 

52 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXX 

(1971) 

3-4 197-

200 

53 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXX 

(1971) 

11-

12 

1040-

1043 

54 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXXI 

(1972) 

3-4 237-

240 

55 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXXI 

(1972) 

11-

12 

1110-

1113 

56 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXXII 

(1973) 

3-4 264-

268 

57 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXXII 

(1973) 

11-

12 

1175-

1179 

58 Prea Fericitul 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXXIII 

(1974) 

3-4 217-

220 

59 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXXIII 

(1974) 

11-

12 

1012-

1016 

60 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXXIV 

(1975) 

5-6 438-

441 

61 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXXIV 

(1975) 

11-

12 

1112-

1116 

62 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Ċnvierea 

Domnului 

XXXV 

(1976) 

3-4 265-

268 

63 Prea Fericitul PŁrinte 

Patriarh Justinian 

PastoralŁ la Naѽterea 

Domnului 

XXXV 

(1976) 

11-

12 

824-

830 
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2. Patriarhul Justinian Marina ´n anul 1948 (fotografie din revista 
Glasul Bisericii, Anul VII, nr. 5 -6, mai-iunie 1948 

 

 

 
 

Ċnalt Prea SfinἪitul D.D. Justinian 

Arhiepiscopul BucureἨtilor, Mitropolitul Ungro-Valahiei 

Ἠi Preafericitul Patriarh al Bisericii Ortodoxe Rom©ne 
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3. SemnŁtura Patriarhului Justinian Marina pe prima sa pastoralŁ 

din anul 1948 (fotografie din revista Glasul Bisericii, Anul VII, nr. 4, aprilie 

1948) 
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4. Diferite semnŁturi ale Patriarhului Justinian Marina pe pastoralele sale 
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Abstract 

Global changes of the last ten years have exemplified perfectly the 

Gaussian distribution, global economic crisis during 2007-2010, reconfiguring, the 

distribution of the active population. The unstable entrepreneurial environment has 

strongly affected the labor market in Romania, still uncrystallised after its post-

revolutionary formation. Its stakeholders (employers, employees and the 

unemployed) have adapted and readapted according to the social, political and 

economic dynamics. The reconfiguration of demand, determined also the 

reconfiguration of supply. Lack of integrated (economic and educational) policies 

has deepened the cleavage between the expectations of stakeholders.  On the one 

hand employers are looking for educated labor force ready to meet their needs, and 

on the other hand, potential employees are looking for jobs appropriate for their 

training. The dissonance between demand and supply was, unfortunately, 

maintained also, by the faulty reforms of the educational system and its failure to 

adapt its training programs to the labor market requirements. How do we minimize 

the gaps? How do we systematically support employers to procure suitable 

employees? How do we offer for future employees a chance to know the 

expectations of the employers? These were the questions that formed the basis of 

the sociological research conducted in 2015, to identify the personnel deficit of the 

labor market in the city of Craiova. We used the survey opinion method, based on 

a questionnaire administered to 53 employers, selected according to their field of 

activity and to their staff increases, registered in the last years. 

Key words: labor market, demand, offer, employers, unemployed 

persons, Craiova 

 

Introducere  

SchimbŁrile globale din ultimii zece ani au exemplificat perfect 

distribuἪia gaussianŁ, criza economicŁ mondialŁ din perioada 2007-2010 

reconfigur©nd distribuἪia populaἪiei active. Chiar Ἠi la nivelul statelor europene, 

ń ultimii ani, milioane de persoane au rŁmas fŁrŁ locuri de muncŁ, astfel, 

ajung©ndu-se la o ratŁ ridicatŁ a sŁrŁciei Ἠi impun©ndu-se elaborarea unei serii de 

reforme pentru redresarea situaἪiei (Guvernul Rom©niei. MMFPSPV, 2014: p. 4). 



112 

Devine necesarŁ realocarea  periodicŁ a lucrŁtorilor ´ntre diferite domenii de 

activitate (Mortensen & Pissarides, 1999), deoarece, o piaἪŁ a muncii flexibilŁ, 

este, se pare, unul dintre cele mai importante elemente strategice pentru 

diminuarea ratei sŁrŁciei Ἠi efectelor crizelor economice (ἧerban, 2013: p. 66).  

Mediul antreprenorial instabil a afectat puternic piaἪa muncii din 

Rom©nia, ´ncŁ necristalizatŁ dupŁ formarea sa post-decembristŁ. Actorii acesteia 

(angajatorii, angajaἪii Ἠi Ἠomerii) s-au adaptat Ἠi readaptat ´n funcἪie de dinamica 

socialŁ, politicŁ Ἠi economicŁ. Reconfigurarea cererii a determinat ´nsŁ Ἠi 

reconfigurarea ofertei. Lipsa politicilor integrate (economice Ἠi educaἪionale) a 

ad©ncit clivajul ´ntre aἨteptŁrile actorilor.  

Pe de o parte angajatorii cautŁ forἪŁ de muncŁ pregŁtitŁ educaἪional pentru 

nevoile lor iar, pe de altŁ parte, potenἪialii angajaἪi cautŁ locuri de muncŁ 

adecvate pregŁtirii lor. DisonanἪa ´ntre cerere Ἠi ofertŁ a fost, din pŁcate, 

´ntreἪinutŁ Ἠi de reformele defectuoase ale sistemului de ´nvŁἪŁm©nt Ἠi de 

incapacitatea acestuia de a adapta programele de formare profesionalŁ cerinἪelor 

pieἪei muncii. 

Prin Strategia Europa 2020, statele Uniunii Europene Ἠi-au asumat 

òcreἨterea gradului de ocupare pentru lucrŁtorii cu calificŁri reduse Ἠi a persoanelor 

v©rstnice, realizarea unor sisteme de sprijinire a absolvenἪilor tineri pentru gŁsirea 

primului loc de muncŁ Ἠi eliminarea obstacolelor ´n calea mobilitŁἪilor 

lucrŁtorilorò. Ċn acest sens, statele membre vor trebui sŁ ofere cetŁἪenilor 

òcompetenἪele necesare pentru a rŁspunde exigenἪelor pieἪei muncii, vor trebui 

totodatŁ sŁ creascŁ accesul la sistemul educaἪional, la formare profesionalŁ Ἠi 

consiliere profesionalŁò (Guvernul Rom©niei. MMFPSPV, 2014: p. 27).  

 

SituaἪia actualŁ a pieἪei forἪei de muncŁ din Rom©nia Ἠi judeἪul Dolj  

CreἨterea economicŁ ´nregistratŁ la nivelul Rom©niei nu este una 

sustenabilŁ, aceasta fiind efectul unui nivel ridicat al consumului, nebaz©ndu-se 

pe ocupare Ἠi astfel, piaἪa muncii fiind tot mai vulnerabilŁ. Din nefericire, piaἪa 

rom©neascŁ a forἪei de muncŁ este afectatŁ profund de multiple fenomene 

precum: scŁderea continuŁ a populaἪiei (peste 5 puncte procentuale, reprezent©nd 

un milion de persoane, ´n ultimii 12 ani); sporul natural negativ; creἨterea v©rstei 

mediane a populaἪiei Ἠi creἨterea numŁrului de emigranἪi (Guvernul Rom©niei. 

MMFPSPV, 2014: p. 8-12); rata scŁzutŁ de angajabilitate a populaἪiei de etnie 

romŁ Ἠi a tinerilor; rata mare a abandonului Ἠcolar cu consecinἪe directe asupra 

calificŁrilor populaἪiei; dar Ἠi calificŁrile neconforme cu cerinἪele angajatorilor, 

ale persoanelor  cu v©rste cuprinse ´ntre 15 Ἠi 64 de ani (European Commission, 

2016: p. 60).  

Ċn Rom©nia, dintr-o populaἪie rezidentŁ de 19.94 milioane de persoane, 

´n al treilea semestru a anului 2016, populaἪia activŁ era de 9.14 milioane 

persoane (INS, 2016a: p. 1) (reprezent©nd 45.85% din populaἪia totalŁ). La 

finalul anului 2016, pentru populaἪia cu v©rste cuprinse ´ntre 15 Ἠi 64 de ani, 

´nt©lnim o ratŁ de ocupare de 63.1%, cu un procent de 54.4%  pentru femei  Ἠi 
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71.7% pentru bŁrbaἪi, respectiv 63.7% provenind din mediul urban Ἠi 62.3% din 

mediul rural (INS, 2016a: pp. 1-2).  Pentru persoanele cu v©rste cuprinse ´ntre 15 

Ἠi 24 de ani, rata de ocupare a fost, ´n semestrul trei al anului 2016, de 24.9%. 

Ἡara noastrŁ s-a angajat sŁ  ´ndrepte situaἪia pieἪei forἪei de muncŁ p©nŁ 

´n anul 2020, prin asumarea unei òrate de ocupare de 70% pentru populaἪia cu 

v©rsta cuprinsŁ ´ntre 20 Ἠi 64 de aniò prin Strategia NaἪionalŁ pentru Ocuparea 

ForἪei de MuncŁ 2014-2020 (Guvernul Rom©niei. MMFPSPV, 2014: p. 4).   

Pentru identificarea Ἠomajului din Rom©nia, regŁsim la nivel naἪional 

douŁ surse de informare: INS Ἠi AJOFM. Rata Ἠomajului era ´n luna decembrie a 

anului 2016 de 5.7%, conform Institutului NaἪional de StatisticŁ, Biroul 

InternaἪional al Muncii (INS, 2016a: p. 1), iar conform datelor AgenἪiei NaἪionale 

pentru Ocuparea ForἪei de MuncŁ, rata Ἠomajului ´n luna octombrie a anului 

2016, era de 4.76%. cu un numŁr al Ἠomerilor  ́ nregistraἪi la agenἪiile teritoriale 

pentru ocuparea forἪei de muncŁ de 417.875, dintre aceἨtia 81.418 primind ´ncŁ 

indemnizaἪie de Ἠomaj (ANOFM, 2016: p. 1). Conform ANOFM, repartiἪia 

Ἠomerilor ´n toamna anului 2016, ´n funcἪie de rezidenἪŁ, era ´n mediul urban de 

122.512 persoane Ἠi ´n rural de 295.363 persoane, iar ´n funcἪie de grupa de 

v©rstŁ, un procent de 27.6% era reprezentat de persoane av©nd v©rste cuprinse 

´ntre 40 Ἠi 49 de ani, 20.13% erau Ἠomeri cu v©rste de la 30 la 39 de ani, iar 8.08% 

erau Ἠomeri cu v©rste cuprinse ´ntre 25 Ἠi 29 de ani. Ċn urma clasificŁrii Ἠomerilor 

rom©ni ´n funcἪie de nivelul de studii, se observŁ cŁ 79.48% dintre aceἨtia aveau 

studii primare, gimnaziale sau profesionale, un procent de 16.36% aveau studii 

liceale sau post-liceale Ἠi doar 4.16% dintre Ἠomeri aveau  studii universitare 

(ANOFM, 2016: p. 1).  

Conform datelor Comisiei Europene, la finalul anului 2015, ´n Rom©nia, 

din populaἪia civilŁ ocupatŁ de 8431.7 mii de persoane, un numŁr de 4900.7 mii 

de persoane era reprezentat de salariaἪi, iar dintre aceἨtia, 3014.5 mii lucrau ´n 

domeniul serviciilor, 1772.4 mii persoane ´n construcἪii Ἠi industrie, un numŁr de 

113.8 mii fiind ocupate ´n agriculturŁ, pisciculturŁ Ἠi silviculturŁ (Comisia 

EuropeanŁ. EURES, 2016). Ċn ultimii ani, numŁrul rom©nilor ocupaἪi ´n 

agriculturŁ a scŁzut foarte mult, aceste persoane, aproape ´n totalitate pierz©nd 

òstatutul ocupaἪional de lucrŁtor pe cont propriuò  Ἠi se observŁ, pe de altŁ parte, 

o deplasare a lucrŁtorilor pe cont propriu cŁtre domeniul construcἪiil or (Guvernul 

Rom©niei. MMFPSPV, 2014: p. 15).   

Marile provocŁri ale pieἪei forἪei de muncŁ rom©neἨti menἪionate la 

´nceputul capitolului Ἠi regŁsite ´n Raportul de ἪarŁ al Rom©niei emis ´n anul 2016 

de cŁtre Comisa EuropeanŁ, identificŁ Ἠi direcἪiile de acἪiune pe care Ἢara noastrŁ 

va trebui sŁ le urmeze, precum ridicarea nivelului mediu de calificare a forἪei de 

muncŁ, consolidarea capacitŁἪii instituἪiilor pion pentru piaἪa forἪei de muncŁ Ἠi 

scŁderea ratei de pŁrŁsire timpurie a Ἠcolii (European Commission, 2016: p. 60). 

Pe de altŁ parte, Consiliul Uniunii Europene a emis ´n luna iulie a anului 2016, 

recomandŁri ´n ceea ce priveἨte Programul NaἪional de ReformŁ al Rom©niei 

pentru 2016, iar ´n direcἪia pieἪei muncii acesta a recomandat pentru perioada 
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2016-2017 òConsolidarea serviciilor AgenἪiei NaἪionale pentru Ocuparea ForἪei 

de MuncŁ pentru angajatori Ἠi pentru persoanele aflate ´n cŁutarea unui loc de 

muncŁ, ´n special prin adaptarea serviciilor la profilurile persoanelor aflate ´n 

cŁutarea unui loc de muncŁ, printr-o mai bunŁ corelare a acestor servicii cu 

serviciile de asistenἪŁ socialŁ, inclusiv servicii sociale, Ἠi prin acordarea unei 

atenἪii speciale tinerilor ne´nregistraἪiò. Pe de altŁ parte se recomandŁ stabilirea 

salariului minim ca urmare a consultŁrii societŁἪii civile Ἠi a a partenerilor sociali, 

adoptarea de acἪiuni pentru prevenirea abandonului Ἠcolar, ´n special ´n ceea ce 

´i priveἨte pe cetŁἪenii romi Ἠi totodatŁ se impune cu celeritate adoptarea 

legislaἪiei care stabileἨte òegalizarea v©rstei de pensionare pentru bŁrbaἪi Ἠi 

femeiò (Consiliul Uniunii Europene, 2016: p. 5).  

Ċn judeἪul Dolj, regŁseam la ´nceputul anului 2016 un numŁr de 406.7 mii 

persoane av©nd potenἪial de muncŁ, dintre care 400.1 mii persoane ´n v©rstŁ de 

muncŁ, la care se adaugŁ persoanele aflate ´n activitate sau angajate Ἠi care au 

peste sau sub v©rsta de muncŁ (20.3 mii) Ἠi se scad pensionarii ´n v©rstŁ de muncŁ 

care nu lucreazŁ Ἠi persoanele av©nd v©rsta de muncŁ dar care au incapacitate 

permanentŁ de muncŁ (15.1 mii) (INS, 2016b: p. 138). Dintre aceste persoane, 

populaἪia civilŁ ocupatŁ este reprezentatŁ de 248.8 mii persoane, dintre care 

127.8 mii sunt salariaἪi. O mare parte din populaἪia ocupatŁ din judeἪul Dolj 

lucreazŁ ´n òagriculturŁ, silviculturŁ Ἠi pescuitò (88.2 mii persoane), un numŁr de 

40.4 mii ´n industrie, 35.7 mii de persoane ´n comerἪ Ἠi reparaἪii de autoturisme, 

un numŁr de 33.3 mii activeazŁ ´n òindustria prelucrŁtoareò, 23.4 mii persoane ´n 

òproducἪia Ἠi furnizarea de energie electricŁ Ἠi termicŁ, gaze, apŁ caldŁ Ἠi aer 

condiἪionatò, un numŁr de  16 mii ´n construcἪii, 12.9 mii activeazŁ ´n serviciile 

de sŁnŁtate Ἠi asistenἪŁ socialŁ, 12.5 mii persoane lucreazŁ ´n ´nvŁἪŁm©nt, un 

numŁr de 10.3 mii activeazŁ ´n òtransport Ἠi depozitareò, 8 mii de persoane 

lucreazŁ ´n òinformaἪii Ἠi comunicaἪiiò, 6.3 mii ´n òactivitŁἪi de servicii 

administrative Ἠi activitŁἪi de servicii suportò, 5.3 mii de persoane sunt angajate 

´n òactivitŁἪi profesionale, ἨtiinἪifice Ἠi tehniceò, un numŁr de 5.9 mii de angajaἪi 

regŁsim ´n òadministraἪie publicŁ Ἠi apŁrare; asigurŁri sociale din sistemul 

publicò, ´nt©lnim 4 mii de persoane care activeazŁ ´n domeniul hotelier Ἠi ´n 

restaurante etc (INS, 2016b: pp. 137-138).      

JudeἪul Dolj se gŁseἨte pe locul patru ´n topul judeἪelor din Rom©nia, ´n 

privinἪa ratei ridicate a Ἠomajului, ajung©nd ´n octombrie 2016 la nivelul de 

9.49%, alŁturi de judeἪe precum Vaslui, Teleorman Ἠi BuzŁu, unde regŁsim rate 

ale Ἠomajului de 11.66%, 11.27%, respectiv 9.74% (ANOFM, 2016: p. 1). 

 

Bariere Ἠi provocŁri ´n piaἪa muncii la nivelul anului 2015. Studiu de 

caz: Cererea Ἠi oferta de locuri de muncŁ din Municipiul Craiova 

Studiul privind cerinἪele pieἪei muncii Ἠi potenἪialul persoanelor active 

din judeἪul Dolj vine ´n ´nt©mpinarea celor doi actori ai acesteia (angajatori ѽi 

viitori/actuali angajaѿi), cu scopul de a construi premisele unui set de soluἪii 

necesar adaptabilitŁἪii.  


